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New Editor for The Nebraska Bird Review 
by Janis Paseka 

On behalf of the Nebraska Ornithologists' Union, I would like to take this 
opportunity to announce a change in The Nebraska Bird Review. Dr. Bill Clemente, 
Professor of English at Peru State College, has resigned as Editor, due to increasing 
demands on his time from his teaching and research and his family in Wisconsin. 
His resignation is accepted with regrets, for he has served the publication ably since 
he took over the job from Rosalind Morris at the beginning of 1998. We thank Dr. 
Clemente for his years of service and wish him well in the future. 

Many of you know me, at least by name. Although my membership in the 
NOU dates only from 1995, I have served two years as your vice president and two 
years as your president. I am not a Nebraska native, but I am a life-long birder, 
having been introduced to the activity by my mother as a young child in Topeka. 

I graduated from the University of Kansas Phi Beta Kappa with a B. A. in 
English and linguistics, but my qualifications end there, since 1 have spent the time 
since graduation assisting, and occasionally hindering, my husband Don (also a 
birder) in our farming operation northwest of Fremont. We have raised three 
daughters, none of whom has the slightest interest in birding at this point. 1 
appreciate your confidence in me and I am looking forward to the challenge of 
editing the Review and maintaining the high standards set by former editors. 

The Job of editing is made much easier by all the people who help. Co- 
Editor Stephen J. Dinsmore, who is with the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
at Mississippi State University, has agreed to continue editing the Editor, which 
will allow the Editor to sleep better at night. Another indispensable role is filled by 
W. Ross Silcock, who has been doing the gargantuan job of sifting through our 
reported sightings and assembling seasonal reports for over 10 years now. I would 
also like to recognize the contributions of Neal Ratzlaff, who keeps our membership 
and subscription lists up to date, and Linda Brown, without whom nothing would 
get mailed. The contributions of all these people, and of others not named here who 
also help out, is much appreciated. 

The purpose of this publication, as I see it, is to record and disseminate 
knowledge about the birds of Nebraska. This is achieved in large part through the 
publication of seasonal Occurrence Reports, Christmas Bird Count data, nesting 
reports, and Records Committee reports. Beyond these basic reports, we publish 
articles on a variety of topics about Nebraska birds. Although these manuscripts are 
often scholarly accounts written by experts in the field of ornithology, we also 
welcome submissions by ordinary birders. If you have observed an unusual bird in 
Nebraska, or noted an interesting behavior by a common bird, or had a serendipitous 
experience while birding in Nebraska, I encourage you to write up your experience 
and send it in, even if it's only a paragraph or two. Neither impressive credentials 
nor polished writing skills are necessary. The important things are accuracy in 
observation and choosing a topic of lasting interest to Nebraska birders. 
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WINTER FIELD REPORT, December 2003 to February 2004 
Compiled by W. Ross Silcock 
P.O. Box 57, Tabor, lA 51653 
silcock@rosssilcock.com 


INTRODUCTION 

Last year, I wrote: "Overall, this was a pretty quiet winter season. There were 
no major weather events, no major invasions (just one minor incursion), and, with 
one big exception, no real rarities." This is pretty much true of this winter too, 
except that there weren't even any minor incursions, unless Common Redpoll and 
Purple Finch qualify, and no drop-dead rarities, although Black-headed Gull comes 
close! In fact, we returned to a fairly normal type of winter with some cold weather 
and accumulating snow cover. This caused birds to leave in fall in normal fashion, 
and, in general, to arrive in spring at normal times. Waterfowl and blackbirds 
generally departed in early Jan and returned at the end of Feb, just like old times, 
and there were some half-hardy birds in evidence: Yellow-bellied Sapsucker, Hermit 
Thrush, Yellow-rumped Warbler, Fox Sparrow, and Brown-headed Cowbird. A 
surprise was the absence of scoters. There was a minor influx of Common Redpolls 
and Purple Finches, but other winter finches were in low numbers. Clearly 
declining in recent years, especially when compared to CBC numbers of around 20 
years ago, is the House Sparrow. Numbers of Harris's Sparrow also were low, as 
were chickadees, the latter strikingly so in the Platte Valley. Huge numbers of 
robins, starlings, and crows were reported, as well as Canada Geese in the central and 
western Platte Valley. Eurasian Collared-Doves continued to occupy new counties, 
with only 17 unsullied; interestingly, 12 of these are Sandhills counties. 

There were few late dates set; a Rock Wren was most noticeable, being 2 
months later than the previous late date, and an Eared Grebe and a Lincoln's Sparrow 
were both 2nd latest ever for fall, the latter possibly wintering. Rare midwinter 
records were a Bam Owl and a Savannah Sparrow. Almost old friends were the 
Tufted Duck at L Ogallala, back for the 5th year, and the Curve-billed Thrasher in 
Sioux Co. A genuine rarity was a Black-headed Gull, only the 3rd state record (2nd 
acceptably documented, pending NOURC). Other rare birds were all gulls at L 
McConaughy, truly an incredible gulling experience this winter. The list of 12 
species found there included Little Gull (13th state record), Great Black-backed Gull 
(14th), Iceland Gull (17th), and Mew Gull (19th). Far out of range for winter was a 
Carolina Wren in Scotts Bluff Co. 

ABBREVIATIONS 

ADF: Arbor Day Fami, Nebraska City; BOL: Branched Oak L, Lancaster Co; CBC: 
Christmas Bird Count; Cem: Cemetery; FF: Fontenelle Forest, Sarpy Co; FL: 
Funk Lagoon, Phelps Co; GPD: Gavins Point Dam, Cedar-Knox Cos; HCR: 
Harlan Co Res, Harlan Co; LM: L McConaughy, Keith Co; LO: L Ogallala, Keith 
Co; m.ob.: many observers; N: Nature Center; NNF: Nebraska National Forest; 
NOURC: Nebraska Ornithologists' Union Records Committee; NWR: National 
Wildlife Refuge; PL: Pawnee L, Lancaster Co; RWB: Rainwater Basin, south 
central Nebraska; SCP: Spring Creek Prairie, Lancaster Co; SHP: State Historical 
Park; SL: Sewage Lagoon(s); SP: State Park; WSR: Wind Springs Ranch, Sioux 
Co. 
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GAZETTEER 

Boyer Chute NWR; Washington Co; DeSoto NWR; Washington Co; Johnson 
Res: Gosper-Frontier Cos; L Minatare: Scotts Bluff Co; Niobrara Marsh: Knox 
Co; Sutherland Res: Lincoln Co; Wildcat Hills: Scotts Bluff-Banner Cos; 
Winters Creek L: Scotts Bluff Co 


OBSERVERS 

AK; Alice Kenitz, Gering; AS: Audrey Sterkel, Sidney; B: Birdline; BFH: Bill F. 
Huser, South Sioux City; BG: Betty Grenon, Bellevue; BKP: Brandon K. Percival, 
Pueblo West, CO; BP: Babs Padelford, Bellevue; BW: Bruce Walgren, Crawford; 
CF: Carol Falk, Nebraska City; CM: Connie McCartney, Grand Island; CNK: 
Clem N. Klaphake, Bellevue; DD: Dean Drawbaugli, Scottsblufif; DE: Dave 
Easterla, Maryville, MO; DH: Dave Fleidt, Norfolk; DP: Don Paseka, Ames; DS: 
Dave Stage, Elkhom; EB: Elliott Bedows, Omaha; GB: Gordon Brown, Raleigh, 
NC; GH: Glen Hoge, Alma; HA: Henry Armknecht, Ovid, CO; HKH: Helen K. 
Hughson, Mitchell; HW: Harley Winfrey, Gering; JC: Jay Carlisle, Yankton, SD; 
JED: James E. Ducey, Omaha; JG: Joe Gubanyi, Seward; JGJ: Joel G. Jorgensen, 
Blair; JJ: Jan Johnson, Wakefield; JP: Jan Paseka, Ames; JSt: Jon Strong, Omaha; 
JT: Jerry Toll, Omaha; KCR: Kathleen Crawford-Rose, Bellevue; KD: Kathy 
DeLara, Mitchell; KN: Kay Niyo, Evergreen, CO; KP: Kevin Poague, Lincoln; LE: 
Larry Einemann, Lincoln; LF: Laurence Falk; Nebraska City; LP; Loren Padelford, 
Bellevue; LR: Lanny Randolph, Gibbon; LRB; Linda R. Brown, Lincoln; MB: 
Mark Brogie, Creighton; MI: Marshall Iliff, Irvine, CA; MM: Marty Mathieson, 
Shelton; MS: Mary Schatz, Omaha; NB: Norma Brockmoller, Winside; NF: Nancy 
Fish, Superior; NP: Neva Pruess, Lincoln; NR: Neal Ratzlaff, Omaha; PD: Phyllis 
Drawbaugh, Scottsbluff; PK; Peter Kondrasov, Maryville, MO; RB: Roland Barth, 
Omaha; RG: Ruth Green, Bellevue; RH: Robin Harding, Gibbon; SJD: Stephen J. 
Dinsmore, Starkville, MS; TJW: T.J. Walker, North Platte; TL: Tony Leukering, 
Brighton, CO; TP: Theresa Pester, Lincoln; TR: Tommie Rogers, Mound City, 
MO; WH: Wanda Hoge, Alma; WRS: W. Ross Silcock, Tabor, lA. 


SPECIES ACCOUNTS 

Greater White-fronted Goose: A good fall count was the 330 at Johnson Res 19 
Dec (SJD). First flocks of overflying spring migrants were noted 21 Feb, with 
250+ over LM (TR,DE,WRS,PK), and 100+ were with Canadas near North 
Platte 22 Feb (TR,DE,WRS,PK). Hybrids with Canada Goose are being reported 
more often: 2 on the Omaha CBC 27 Dec (fide BG) and one at Cody Park, North 
Platte, 28 Feb (TJW). The latter (park birds) exemplifies a far more likely source 
of these hybrids than wild birds. 

Snow Goose: Best fall count was the 35,000 at HCR 22 Dec (SJD,GB), and for 
spring the 250,000 flying over HCR 22 Feb (LR,RH). Good numbers were on the 
move by the end of the period. The flock of thousands in Dawson Co 3 Jan 
(TJW) was a good aggregation for the date, and 850 at Enders Res 26 Dec (JSt) 
was a good fall Panhandle count, although close by were 7200 at L McConaughy 
21 Dec (fide SJD). 

Ross's Goose: Best count was the several hundred with Snows near Bellevue 28 Feb 
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(EB), and 4 other tallies in the 10-30 range were received (SJD,GB,TJW,LR,RH)- 

Canada Goose: Rather amazing numbers occurred along the entire North and 
Central Platte Valley. The Scottsbluff CBC reported 12,738 on 20 Dec (fide AK), 
hundreds of thousands were in southern Sioux Co 15 Feb (KD), a rough estimate 
from Ogallala to North Platte along 1-80 22 Feb was 19,500 (WRS,DE,TR, PK), 
20,000 were flyovers near Gibbon 22 Feb (LR,RH), and unbelievable numbers 
were along 1-80 in central Nebraska 22 Feb (TJW). A flock of 7500 at exit 312 
(North Platte) 22 Feb was composed of very small to medium birds, clearly 
migrants (WRS,DE,TR,PK). Another large aggregation was the 21,000 in 
Lincoln Co 17 Jan (LR,RH). 

Trumpeter Swan: Single red-collared birds accompanied by 2-3 un-collared birds, 
the former derived from Iowa re-introductions, were noted near York 2 Dec (fide 
BP,LP) and in Richardson Co 15 Jan (TR). Best count was 24 at Diamond Bar 
L, McPherson Co, 29 Dec (Daryl Bauer fide TJW). 

Wood Duck: Nine in Scotts Bluff Co 3 Jan (KD) were late for the Panhandle. A 
female was early at Creighton 14 Feb, the observer's first Feb rec for Knox Co 
(MB). 

Gadwall: Wintering birds were 22 at North Platte SL 17 Jan (LR,RH) and 6 at LO 
23 Jan (TJW). There are only about 25 reports 9 Jan-6 Feb. 

American Wigeon: Large numbers lingered in the west: 340 were found on the 
Scottsbluff CBC 20 Dec (fide AK), 213 of these at the Scottsbluff SL (SJD,KN), 
102 on the LM CBC 21 Dec (fide SJD), and as many as 100+ were still at the 
Scottsbluff and Gering SL 12 Jan (KD). Elsewhere, 35 were at a feedlot in 
Dawson Co watered by a branch of the South Platte River 12 Jan (LR,RH), and a 
male was in Dixon Co 24 Jan (BFH). 

American Black Duck: The two reports were somewhat westerly for this species: a 
male at Johnson Res 19 Dec (SJD) and two on the Grand Island CBC 20 Dec (no 
details). 

Mallard: Excellent fall counts were the 45,000 at Sutherland Res 19 Dec (SJD) and 
42,000 at HCR 22 Dec (SJD,GB). By comparison, the wintering population at 
Sutherland Res was estimated at 18,500 on 17 Jan (LR,RH). The LM CBC 
counted 8863 on 21 Dec (fide SJD), but 18,000, clearly including migrants, were 
there 21 Feb (WRS,DE,TR,PK). 

Northern Shoveler: More than usual in winter were noted, with 18 fall migrants at 
both HCR 22 Dec (SJD,GB) and in Dodge Co 1 Jan (DP,JP). Midwinter reports 
were of a female at the feedlot in Dawson Co 12 Jan (LR,RH), and 5 at North 
Platte SL 2 Feb (TJW). 

Northern Pintail: Few were reported in fall, but hundreds had arrived at Sutherland 
Res by 25 Feb (TJW). 

Green-winged Teal: Routine reports. 

Canvasback: Best count was 71 on the LM CBC 21 Dec (fide SJD), and 6-7 were 
still there 23 Jan (TJW, Ml). Rare elsewhere in midwinter, 2 were in Scotts Bluff 
Co 12 Jan (KD). 

Redhead: The only midwinter report was of 10 at Scottsbluff SL 12 Jan (KD). 
There was a sudden spring influx with 700 at HCR 22 Feb (LR,RH) and 450 at 
LM the same day (WRS,DE,TR,PK). 

Ring-necked Duck: Best count was the 194 on the LM CBC 21 Dec (fide SJD). A 
good count for midwinter was the 26 in Scotts Bluff Co 12 Jan (KD); apart from 
this sighting, none were reported 28 Dec-21 Feb. Males hurry north faster than 
females: 57 males and 6 females were at Niobrara Marsh 28 Feb (MB). 
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Tufted Duck: A male, probably the same individual present each winter for the 5th 
year, was at LO 19-22 Dec (SJD,KN), but could not be found 19 Jan (MI) or 1 
Feb (HA). 

Greater Scaup: The few reports were of 2 at L Yankton, Cedar Co, 6 Dec (JC), one 
at Scottsbluff SL 20 Dec (SJD,KN, photo), 37 at LO on the LM CBC 21 Dec 
(SJD), and 22 spring migrants at LM and LO 21 Feb (DE,TR,WRS,PK). 

Lesser Scaup: Best count was 128 on the LM CBC 21 Dec (fide SJD), with 30+ 
still on LO 23 Jan (TJW). An excellent midwinter tally was the 31 in Scotts 
Bluff Co 12 Jan (KD). 

Surf Scoter: None were reported; late dates are in mid-Dec. 

White-winged Scoter: None were reported; late dates are in mid-Dec. 

Black Scoter: None were reported; late dates are in mid-Dec. 

Long-tailed Duck: Only one was reported: a juvenile female at HCR 22 Dec 
(SJD,GB). 

Bufflehead: Best count was the 128 at LO on the LM CBC 21 Dec (fide SJD), with 
6 still present there 23 Jan (TJW), but only one, a female, possibly a migrant, 21 
Feb (WRS,DE,TR,PK). A male appeared at HCR 22 Feb (LR,RH), and 12 at 
Sutherland Res 25 Feb (TJW), signaling the onset of migration. 

Common Goldeneye: Best count was the 1703 on the LM CBC 21 Dec (fide SJD), 
although a good count was the 905 at Johnson Res 19 Dec (SJD). 

Barrow's Goldeneye: None were reported; usually 1-2 winter on LO. 

Hooded Merganser: Westerly midwinter reports were of a female/immature at 
Sutherland Res 17 Jan (LR,RH), and 2 at LO 23 Jan (TJW). A hybrid of this 
species with Common Goldeneye was photographed at LO 19 Jan (MI); this 
hybrid has been reported there most recently during the three winters beginning 
1999-2000, and this year's sighting may be of the same bird. 

Common Merganser: An amazing tally was the 36,119 on the LM CBC 21 Dec 
(fide SJD); 24,000 had been estimated there 19 Dec (SJD). Excellent also was the 
20,000 at HCR 22 Dec (SJD,GB). These two reservoirs hold very large numbers 
in late fall on a regular basis. 

Red-breasted Merganser: A few may winter among the hordes of Commons at 
LM; 14+ were there 23 Jan (TJW), but 21 counted 22 Feb (DE,TR,WRS,PK) 
probably included some migrants. The only reports elsewhere were of a female at 
GPD 6 Dec (JC) and two birds at Johnson Res 19 Dec (SJD). 

Ruddy Duck: Last were the 3 on the LM CBC 21 Dec (LR,RH, fide SJD). None 
had arrived by the end of the period. 

Chukar: One on the Branched Oak-Seward CBC (not counted!) was likely a bird 
released for dog training (fide JG). 

Gray Partridge: The only reports were of 6 on the Norfolk CBC 20 Dec (fide DH) 
and one 15 miles east of Creighton 1 Jan (MB); the latter observer noted that the 
species is increasingly harder to find. 

Ring-necked Pheasant: Washington Co is prime habitat currently; a count of 327 
was made in the Boyer Chute NWR area 20 Jan, with females making up 75% of 
the total (JT). Southwest Dixon Co also hosted large numbers: two feeding flocks 
of 100-150 each were seen 30 Jan (JJ). The habitat alteration taking place at BOL 
with the aim of improving upland habitats appears to be working; the 2nd-highest 
Branched Oak-Seward CBC tally of 42 was made 14 Dec (fide JG). 

Sharp-tailed Grouse: Reports were routine, even the 3 in a pine tree eating pine 
buds at Calamus Res 7 Dec (LR,RH). 
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Greater Prairie-Chicken; Best count was 32 in Lincoln Co 31 Jan (TJW). 
Encouraging were regular flyovers a few miles east of SCP, near Lincoln, Dec-Jan 
(fide KP). 

Wild Turkey: Some rather amazing counts were received; obviously this species is 
assuming plague proportions in some areas! A single flock of 331 contributed to a 
total count of 500+ in 7 groups in the cedar canyons of southeast Lincoln Co 22 
Jan (TJW), and a flock of 265 was south of Verdigre 2 Jan (MB). A record total 
of 407 was found on the Grand Island CBC 20 Dec (fide CM). 

Northern Bobwhite: This species is doing well in the BOL area also; 92 were 
counted on the Branched Oak-Seward CBC 14 Dec (fide JG); 40 were at BOL 31 
Jan (LE). Far to the northwest, 7 were found on the Crawford CBC 19 Dec 
(LR,RH), an area of the state where it is uncommon. 

Common Loon: None were reported; late dates are in early Dec. A loon unidentified 
to species was seen in flight 6 Dec above GPD (JC). 

Pied-billed Grebe: None were reported; late dates are in mid-Dec. 

Horned Grebe: Except for one at Sutherland Res 31 Dec (TJW), reports were from 
LM, where 5 were found 19 Dec (SJD,KN), 4 on the LM CBC 21 Dec (fide 
SJD), and 2 on 31 Dec (TJW). 

Red-necked Grebe: None were reported; latest dates are in early Jan. 

Eared Grebe: The only reports were of a juvenile at Sutherland Res 19 Dec (SJD) 
and 3 juveniles at LM the same day (SJD,KN). These are the 2nd-latest ever dates 
for fall. 

Western Grebe: Four were at Sutherland Res 19 Dec (SJD). The 71 at LM 19 Dec 
(SJD) declined to 52 for the LM CBC 21 Dec (fide SJD), 13 on 25 Dec (WRS), 
and to only one on 23 Jan (TJW), although 5 were found there 21 Feb 
(DE,TR,PK,WRS). 

Clark's Grebe: Rather late were two at LM 19 Dec (SJD), only one of which was 
found for the LM CBC 21 Dec (fide SJD). 

American White Pelican: The only wintering report was of 4 at LO which were 
seen there 23 Jan (TJW) and 22 Feb (WRS,DE,TR,PK). Seven at Sutherland Res 
8 Dec (TJW) declined to one by 31 Dec (TJW) and none were reported thereafter. 
Very early migrants were 20 at HCR 27 Feb (GH,WH). 

Double-crested Cormorant: Only 3 were reported, one at BOL 1 Dec (NP), an 
immature at Calamus Res 7 Dec (LR,RH), and a juvenile rather late at Sutherland 
Res 19 Dec (SJD). 

Great Blue Heron: Unexpected was one on the Norfolk CBC 20 Dec (fide DH); by 
that date sightings are generally limited to the Platte Valley. Probably early 
migrants were 9 at HCR 22 Feb (LR,RH). 

Osprey: No details were received for singles reported on the Norfolk and Grand 
Island CBCs, both on 20 Dec. There are no documented reports after 21 Nov; 
much more likely are immature Bald Eagle, Ferruginous Hawk, or various pale 
Red-tailed Hawks. 

Bald Eagle: Best counts were 240 at LM, including 60% adults, on 22 Feb 
(DE,TR,WRS,PK) and 100 at HCR 22 Feb (LR,RH). A nest was under 
construction just east of the bridge to NNF, Halsey, 16 Jan (RG) and another nest 
was visible from 277th and Pacific St in western Douglas Co 1 Jan (DS). 

Northern Harrier; Routine reports. 

Sharp-shinned Hawk: A count high was the excellent tally of 7 on the Branched 
Oak-Seward CBC 14 Dec (fide JG). 
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Coopers Hawk: Another good CBC total was the 5 at DeSoto NWR 20 Dec (fide 
JT). 

Northern Goshawk: Six were reported, about average. One was found on the 
Kearney CBC 12 Dec (LR,RH), an adult was photographed near LM 19 Dec 
(SJD,KN), an immature was in Monroe Canyon, Sioux Co, 30 Dec (MB), one 
was in a Bellevue yard 31 Dec (CNK), one was at Sutherland Res 17 Jan 
(LR,RH), and an adult male was in Custer Co 25 Jan (TJW). 

Red-shouldered Hawk: The only report was of one at FF 21 Feb (EB). 

Red-tailed Hawk: Best count was the 86 on the Omaha CBC 27 Dec (fide BG). 
Single Harlan's Hawks were in Sarpy Co 11 Jan (CNK), Otoe Co 8 Feb (WRS), 
and Washington Co 12 Dec (JT). 

Ferruginous Hawk: Good counts were the 4 birds seen in Perkins and Chase Cos 
(2 in each) 8 Dec (TJW) and on the LM CBC 21 Dec (fide SJD). None were seen 
east of Harlan Co (GH,WH) and Loup Co (DP, JP). 

Rough-legged Hawk: This species was widely reported, with best totals a count 
record 29 on the Grand Island CBC 20 Dec (fide CM) and an excellent 12 in 
Knox Co 26 Dec (MB). 

Golden Eagle; Routine reports. 

American Kestrel: Rather amazing was the count record 60 on the Scottsbluff CBC 
20 Dec (fide AK). Females are unusual in midwinter, but one was in Sarpy Co 11 
Jan (CNK). 

Merlin: This species continues to be widely reported statewide, with about 33 
reported this winter. Those identified to subspecies (16) were all richardsonii, 6 
Dec-18 Feb. This subspecies appears to account for most wintering Merlins in 
Nebraska. 

Prairie Falcon: Also much in evidence this winter with 19 reported. Unusually far 
east were singles in Sarpy Co 1 Jan (CNK), Merrick Co 31 Jan (LR,RH), Boone 
Co 21 Feb (DP,JP), and near Columbus 22 Feb (TJW). 

Peregrine Falcon: Generally not a late fall or early spring migrant, one in 
Washington Co 13 Dec, identified as tundrius, was rather late (JSt), and rather 
early were an immature at HCR 22 Feb (LR,RH) and a single in Scottsbluff 24 
Feb (HW). One at the State Capitol in Lincoln 27 Dec (LRB) may have been the 
same bird seen in south Lincoln 20 Feb (TR,DE,WRS,PK); there is a resident 
pair which attempted to nest on the State Capitol in 2003. 

Virginia Rail: The usual wintering birds were detected in the LM area, with 5 
counted on the LM CBC 21 Dec (fide SJD), but more unexpected further east was 
one at Chester Island WMA, Lincoln Co, 13 Dec (TJW). 

American Coot: The excellent total of 294 on the LM CBC 21 Dec (fide SJD) 
dwindled to only 12 on 23 Jan (TJW) and one on 21 Feb (TR,DE,PK,WRS). The 
22 at Scottsbluff SL for the Scottsbluff CBC 20 Dec, a count high (fide AK), 
declined to only 2 there 12 Jan (KD), but were supplemented by early migrants 
which brought the total to 52 on 23 Feb (KD). Rather late were 3 on the Grand 
Island CBC 20 Dec (fide CM), and one in Dixon Co 24 Jan (BFH). 

Sandhill Crane: Five flyovers in Scotts Bluff Co 23 Dec (KD) were rather late; 
there are fewer than 15 reports for Dec. Returnees were widespread in late Feb 
with the first sighting 12 flyovers near Gibbon 18 Feb (LR,RH); there were a few 
hundred in the Kearney area within the next few days (LR,RH). 

Killdeer: At a regular wintering site were the 2-3 below Keystone Diversion Dam, 
LO, through 26 Dec (SJD,JSt), but less usual were the 3 on the DeSoto NWR 
CBC 20 Dec (fide JT). One at the west end of LM 22 Feb (TR,DE,PK,WRS) 



10 


The Nebraska Bird Review 


Vol. 72 No. 1 


probably wintered nearby, but likely early migrants were singles arriving on the 
28 Feb at 4 sites: Franklin Co (LR,RH), Sarpy Co (MS), Burt Co (DP,JP), and 
BOL (LE). 

Wilson's Snipe: Somewhat northerly lingering birds were 3 on the Calamus CBC 
27 Dec (fide NB) and 5 on the Norfolk CBC 20 Dec (fide DH). One near Nenzel 
along the Niobrara River 27 Feb (JED) probably wintered there. 

Little Gull: As Bonaparte's Gulls linger later in numbers (see that species), one 
might expect to find straggling Little Gulls; however mid-Dec is still rather late 
for an adult basic Little Gull (and a Black-headed Gull: see that species) found 
with a flock of 284 Bonaparte's at LM 19 Dec; it was seen again on the LM CBC 

21 Dec (SJD,KN). This is the 10th fall record, 13th overall, for Nebraska. 

Black-headed Gull: A major surprise was Nebraska's 3rd record (including one 

second-hand report, probably correct, but not accepted by NOURC). This was a 
basic adult with the aforementioned flock of Bonaparte's Gulls at LM 19-21 Dec, 
including the LM CBC 21 Dec (SJD,KN). The 3 reports are in fall, Aug-Dec. 

Bonaparte's Gull: As mentioned above, numbers of this species are occurring later 
in fall in recent years. This fall as many as 284 were at LM 19 Dec, but declined 
rapidly with 241 tallied for the CBC there 21 Dec and 157 on 22 Dec (SJD). 
However there were still about 20 there 1 Jan (BKP,TL), and an immature that 
apparently wintered was found 21 Feb (WRS,DE,TR, PK). This is the first 
wintering record for Nebraska. A good Dec count for the location was the 42 
below GPD 7 Dec (MB). 

Mew Gull: A basic adult was photographed at LM 19 Dec (SJD,KN) and two basic 
adults were found together on the LM CBC 21 Dec (WRS,TR,KN). None were 
found 1 Jan (BKP,TL) or 21-22 Feb (WRS, DE,TR,PK), which fits the current 
status as a spring and fall migrant. This the 9th fall record, 19th overall, for 
Nebraska. The fall records are in the period 6 Nov-14 Jan, most at LM. 

Ring-billed Gull: None were reported between 3 Jan and 20 Feb, although 
undoubtedly a few were present. The 7400 at LM 22 Feb, 95% of which were 
adults (WRS,DE,TR,PK), indicated a major spring influx; best count elsewhere 
was the 200 at BOL 28 Feb (LE). Spring peak counts are in the 20,000+ range 
and occur in mid-Mar. Best fall count was the 819 on the LM CBC 21 Dec (fide 
SJD). 

California Gull: Rare away fi*om LM, one at HCR 14-27 Dec (GH,WH) was a 
pleasant surprise. Few were at LM, with only 5 on the LM CBC 21 Dec (fide 
SJD) and 2 found 1 Jan (BKP,TL) and 22 Feb (DE,WRS, TR,PK). 

Herring Gull: The LM CBC counted 282 on 21 Dec (fide SJD), but only 50 were 
found 11 Jan (HW). Spring migrants at LM totaled 650, including 85% adults, 
on 22 Feb (WRS,DE,TR,PK). Other good counts were 170 at Johnson Res 19 
Dec (SJD) and 130 at HCR 22 Dec (SJD,GB). The 13 on the Omaha CBC 27 
Dec made a count high (fide BG). 

Thayer's Gull; A fairly typical winter season for this species had about 9 birds 
reported, most at LM, where spring migrants accounted for most of the 7 found 

22 Feb, 2 adults and 5 first winters (WRS,DE,TR,PK). Only a single first winter 
bird was counted on the LM CBC 21 Dec (fide SJD), a single unaged bird was at 
LM 1 Jan (BKP,TL), and single adults were reported there 19 Jan (MI) and 1 Feb 
(HA). Elsewhere, an adult was at GPD 7 Dec (MB), and another adult was at 
HCR 21-27 Dec (SJD,GH,WH). 

Iceland (Kumlien's) Gull: A juvenile/first winter individual frequented the 
Kingsley Dam spillway at LM 21 Dec-1 Jan (SJD, WRS, BKP, TL, MI, KN, 
TJW ,HA, photos). This is the 10th fall record, 17th overall for Nebraska. 
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Lesser Black-backed Gull; At least two were found at LM; an adult was on the 
LM CBC 21 Dec (fide SJD) and possibly the same bird was present 21-22 Feb 
(TR,WRS,DE,PK). If the same bird, it was not noted in midwinter; there are no 
midwinter records (2 Jan-6 Feb) for this species. A first basic bird was reported 
there 1 Jan (BKP,TL). 

Glaucous Gull: Reports were more widespread than usual, involving about 9 birds. 
LM hosted a total of at least 4 birds, an adult and 2 juveniles counted on the LM 
CBC 21 Dec (fide SJD) and 3 first winter birds reported 19 Jan (MI). Elsewhere, 
reports were in fall: 2 first winter birds were at GPD 6-7 Dec (JC,MB), an adult 
was at Johnson Res 19 Dec (SJD), a juvenile was at HCR 22 Dec (SJD,GB), and 
a single was at BOL 27 Dec (fide JT). 

Great Black-backed Gull: Remarkable as the 13th gull species reported this 
season, Nebraska's 7th winter record was a first winter bird at LM 19 Jan (MI, 
details). There are 7 additional spring and fall records, for a total of 14. 

Rock Pigeon: Routine reports. 

Eurasian Collared-Dove: Reports from Madison, Madison Co, 18 Feb (B) and 
Nebraska City, Otoe Co, where two wintered (Pam Esser photos fide SJD), 
provided the only new county records; there are now only these 17 counties 
without records: Adams, Arthur, Blaine, Boyd, Cedar, Cherry, Gosper, Grant, 
Hooker, Jefferson, Keya Paha, Logan, Loup, Pawnee, Saline, Sherman, Thomas. 
Most of these counties are in or near the Sandhills, which may be acting as a 
barrier to the spread of this species. Best counts (but see below) were an amazing 
46 at Clearwater 25 Jan (DH, fide MB), 24 at the observer's Brady feeders through 
the period (TJW), 22 at Benkelman 1 Jan (JSt), and 21 at Gibbon 10 Feb 
(LR,RH). An interesting situation is developing in the Mitchell area, where it 
appears that about 20 captive collared-doves, including at least one male Afi-ican 
Collared-Dove (black band across upper tail) and at least one Ringed Turtle-Dove 
(noticeably paler than the Eurasian Collared-Doves), were released in Mitchell, 
adding to the existing wild flock of 20-25 Eurasian Collared-Doves for a total of 
about 40 birds (KD). In addition, there appears to be another flock of about 60 
birds frequenting a farm and feedlot along the North Platte River south of 
Mitchell (KD). 

Mourning Dove: The best CBC count was surprisingly at Scottsbluff, where 63 
were found (fide AK). Midwinter reports were, as expected, restricted to the 
southeast and Platte Valley, thus a bit out of range for the dates were one in a 
Dixon Co yard 4 Jan and 5 there 17 Feb (JJ), one at Creighton 3-7 Feb (MB), and 
4 in South Sioux City 15 Feb (BFH). An excellent Feb count was the 40 in a 
brush pile in southeast Washington Co 15 Feb (NR). 

Barn Owl: Rather late was one in a hole in the bank along the outlet canal from 
Johnson Res 19 Dec (SJD). This is only the 5th Dec-Feb record since 1980; the 2 
Feb records were of birds found dead. 

Eastern Screech-Owl: An owl survey at DeSoto NWR consisting of 26 stops 
yielded 12 screech-owls on 14 Feb (JT). A good total was the count record 18 on 
the Grand Island CBC 20 Dec (fide CM). 

Great Horned Owl: Routine reports. 

Snowy Owl: No details were provided for the only report, that of one in or near 
Lincoln 18 Dec (fide KP). 

Barred Owl: The DeSoto NWR owl survey 14 Feb found a record 10 Barred Owls 
in 26 stops (JT); the DeSoto NWR CBC 20 Dec reported 8 (fide JT). Reports 
from the edge of the range were of one near Niobrara 24 Dec and 1 Jan (MB), one 
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on the Norfolk CBC 20 Dec (fide DH), 3 on the Branched Oak-Seward CBC 14 
Dec (fide JG), and one road-killed near Gilead in Thayer Co 3 Jan (JSt). The latter 
is the westernmost report in southeast Nebraska; this report and a few for Jefferson 
Co indicate that the Little Blue River drainage supports a population of this 
species. 

Long-eared Owl; Observers look for these birds on CBCs; small numbers were 
found statewide, about 12 in all. 

Short-eared Owl: A count record 6 were found on the Grand Island CBC 20 Dec 
(fide CM). Interesting for the location near Omaha were 2 at Eppley Airfield 9 Jan 
(JT). CRP grassland is clearly helping this species; 3 were in such habitat south 
of Arnold 30 Jan (TJW) and 3 in similar habitat near Paxton 31 Dec (TJW). The 
only other reports were of singles at FL 22 Dec (SJD,GB) and In Antelope Co 19 
Dec (MB). 

Red-headed Woodpecker: Good numbers were still present for southeastern CBCs, 
best tally an excellent 65 at Omaha 27 Dec (fide BG). Only 3-5 were reported in 
FF 1 Jan (BP,LP) and 31 Jan (CNK), but dozens were there 21 Feb (EB), 
suggesting some local movement. Migrants usually arrive in Apr. Up to 3 were 
wintering at Wilderness Park, Lincoln; an adult and 2 molting juveniles were 
there 3 Jan (LE), and an adult 14 Feb (LE). One as far north as Knox Co 1 Jan 
(MB) and a wintering bird in Dixon Co, seen 24 Jan (BFH), were unexpected, as 
was one on the Norfolk CBC 20 Dec (fide DH). 

Red-bellied Woodpecker: Best CBC counts were 90 at DeSoto NWR 20 Dec (fide 
JT), 88 at Omaha 27 Dec (fide BG), and 69 at Branched Oak-Seward 14 Dec, the 
latter a count high (fide JG). A few continue m Scotts Bluff Co, where the 2 
counted on the Scottsbluff CBC 20 Dec (fide AK) are still a significant find; in 
contrast the 2 on the LM CBC 21 Dec (fide SJD) have become an expected 
occurrence in recent years as this species moves slowly westward in the North 
Platte Valley. Surprising was one at Big Springs 19 Jan (MI), the first South 
Platte River valley record for Nebraska. 

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker: A surprising number was reported, most from the 
southeast, where winter records are not unexpected. Of a total 22 birds, 9 were 
found in Dec, 4 in Jan, and 2 in Feb In the southeast; the others were an adult and 
subadult in Knox Co 26 Dec and an adult there 1 Jan (MB), a juvenile m Brown 
Co 15 Jan (fide MB), a female at Verdigre around 19 Jan (fide MB), an adult and 
an immature in Dixon Co 24 Jan (BFH), and one on the LM CBC 21 Dec (fide 
SJD). 

Downy Woodpecker; Routine reports. 

Hairy Woodpecker: A good CBC count was the 23 at DeSoto NWR 20 Dec (fide 
JT). 

Northern Flicker: An excellent CBC total was the 174 at DeSoto NWR 20 Dec 
(fide JT). Single red-shafted flickers were far to the east in Otoe Co 28 Jan 
(LF,CF), in Lincoln 3 Jan (LE), and on the Branched Oak-Seward CBC 14 Dec 
(fide JG). 

Pileated Woodpecker: The only report was of a count week bird on the Omaha 
CBC 27 Dec (fide BG). 

Northern Shrike; Good numbers were reported statewide, with best counts 6 in 
Knox and Pierce Cos 7 Dec (MB) and 6 on the LM CBC 21 Dec (fide SJD). 

Loggerhead Shrike: A few winter on occasion m the southeast, but one in Furnas 
Co 22 Feb (LR,RH) was probably an early migrant. No others were reported. 

Blue Jay: Emphasizing the now statewide distribution of this species was the CBC 
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count high of 92 at Scottsbluff 20 Dec (fide AK). 

Pinyon Jay: None were reported. 

Black-billed Magpie: Easterly were 2 on the Branched Oak-Seward CBC 14 Dec 
(fide JG) and 2 on the Norfolk CBC 20 Dec (fide DH). 

American Crow: Excellent counts were the state and count CBC record 9602 on the 
27 Dec Calamus CBC (fide NB), and 3000 in 2 flocks in Jefferson Co 3 Jan 
(JSt). In contrast, the Branched Oak-Seward CBC 14 Dec reported a count low of 
401 (fide JG). 

Horned Lark: One observer (TJW) noted that it is unbelievable how many there 
are, while reporting hundreds of thousands in the Panhandle 1 Dec. Thousands 
were reported in southwest Nebraska 7 Jan (TJW), and in Sioux Co 14 Feb (KD). 

Black-capped Chickadee: Considerable concern was expressed by observers 
regarding low numbers of chickadees seen this fall and winter. CBC data show 
only moderate reduction in Missouri River counts at Omaha and DeSoto NWR 
and at Crawford in the northwest, whereas Platte River CBCs and observers noted 
drastic declines in chickadee numbers. Omaha reported 284 chickadees (fide BG), 
and the 261 at DeSoto NWR was the 6th highest since 1987 (fide JT). Numbers 
were also high on the Crawford CBC 19 Dec (BW,DW). These three counts are in 
areas least affected by drought, which was suggested by several observers as a 
cause for the scarcity of chickadees. CBCs in the Platte Valley, where drought 
has been serious, showed drastic declines in chickadee numbers. On the Branched 
Oak-Seward CBC 14 Dec only 28 were found compared to the 10-year average of 
169 and previous low of 122 (fide JG). Similarly, the Lincoln CBC 17 Dec 
showed a count low of 26 relative to the previous low of 172 (fide LRB), and the 
Grand Island CBC 20 Dec had its lowest ever total of 15 (fide CM). Only one 
chickadee was seen in Harlan Co all winter (GH,WH). Banding in the central 
Platte Valley in summer 2003 found few chickadees, all adults, suggesting poor 
reproductive success (Bill Scharf, fide LRB). This could also be related to dry 
conditions. 

West Nile Virus was suggested also as a cause of low chickadee numbers, as 
was the spraying to combat mosquitoes carrying the virus (AS). However, the 
declines in numbers are most severe in drier areas, where one would expect 
mosquitoes to be less prevalent. 

Interesting information was contributed by banders Rick Schmid and Betty 
Grenon in Bellevue, whose wing chord measurements of chickadees this winter 
were suggestive of an influx of the western subspecies septentrionalis, averaging 
larger than the resident atricapillus. They also banded fewer birds than usual at 
this time of year. It is possible that the reduction in numbers of local chickadees 
resulting from a combination of poor reproductive success and drought-induced 
deaths or movement out of the area allowed the larger western birds to move into 
eastern Nebraska. At the least, any influx, whether regular in occurrence or unique 
to this winter, would be easier to detect if the numbers of resident chickadees in 
the Platte Valley and Bellevue area had been reduced. 

Tufted Titmouse: Sightings of single birds continued at Wilderness Park, Lincoln 
(LE), which is at the west edge of the range. 

Red-breasted Nuthatch: Few were reported, most in Dec, but reports were 
statewide, including 2 at Elmwood Park in Omaha 31 Dec (JED) and 15 Feb 
(BP,LP). Best count was 13, a new high count, on the Scottsbluff CBC 20 Dec 
(fide AK). 

White-breasted Nuthatch: As with chickadees, best counts were the 124 at the 
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Omaha CBC 27 Dec (fide BG) and 92 at DeSoto NWR CBC 20 Dec (fide JT). 
Individuals of the eastern subspecies cookei spread out into parts of the state 
where they are absent in summer; 3 were in Scotts Bluff Co 20 Dec (SJD,KN) 
and 4 at LO 21 Dec (SJD). Some movement of western nelsoni also occurs; one 
was at LO 21 Dec (SJD). 

Pygmy Nuthatch: Best counts were from expected locations: 10 were at Wildcat 
Hills NC 1 Dec (TJW) and 6 were counted on the Crawford CBC 19 Dec 
(BW,DW). 

Brown Creeper: Best count was the 14 on the Omaha CBC 27 Dec (fide BG). 

Rock Wren: A definite surprise was one on the LM CBC 21 Dec (LR,RH, details). 
This is the latest record ever in fall by almost 2 months. 

Carolina Wren: Best counts were, as expected, on Missouri Valley CBCs, with 10 
at Omaha 27 Dec (fide BG) and 5 at DeSoto NWR 20 Dec (fide JT). This winter 
there were signs of range expansion, with one seen and heard by experienced 
observers on the Scotts Bluff CBC 20 Dec (TR,WRS), the first Panhandle record 
for the species. A probable sighting was made near Paxton 31 Dec (TJW), and one 
was at Yankton, SD, 2 Feb (JW). 

Winter Wren: Good numbers of wintering birds, about 13, were reported from the 
southeast, including 5 at Omaha parks with open running water 26 Jan (JED). 
Westerly were 2 on the LM CBC 21 Dec (SJD). 

Marsh Wren: Birds attempting to winter were widespread; as expected in the North 
Platte Valley, 6 were found on the LM CBC 21 Dec (fide SJD) and 2 on the 
Scottsbluff CBC 20 Dec (fide AK). Unexpected, however, were one on the 
Crawford CBC 19 Dec (LR,RH), one below the dam at HCR 1 Jan (GH,WH), 
and 2 on the Niobrara River near Nenzel 27 Feb (JED). These latter 3 records 
appear to be the first winter records away from the North Platte Valley. 

Golden-crowned Kinglet: Best count was an excellent 19 on the Branched Oak- 
Seward CBC 14 Dec (fide JG). Most Dec and mid-winter reports are from the 
southeast, thus out of range were 5 on the LM CBC 21 Dec (fide SJD), one in 
Knox Co 26 Dec (MB), and one in Lincoln Co 9 Feb (TJW). 

Ruby-crowned Kinglet: Most depart the north and west by the end of Nov, and so 
one on the LM CBC 21 Dec (fide SJD) and 4 at Burwell 7 Dec (LR,RH) were 
late for the locations. Last were singles in Lincoln 3 Jan (LE) and at Alma 1 Jan 
(GH,WH). 

Eastern Bluebird: Best counts were the 86 on the DeSoto NWR CBC 20 Dec (fide 
JT) and 61 on the Omaha CBC 27 Dec (fide BG). A few occur in the southeast in 
midwinter; one was at BOL 31 Jan (LE). 

Mountain Bluebird: The cedar canyons in southeast Lincoln Co host a good 
wintering population; 100+ were in Snell Canyon 31 Jan (TJW), and 86 in Snell 
and Cottonwood Canyons 25 Dec (WRS). The only other report was of 5 on the 
LM CBC 21 Dec (fide SJD). 

Townsend’s Solitaire: Best count was 50+ in Upper Box Elder Canyon, Lincoln 
Co, 29 Dec (TJW). Easternmost was one on the Calamus CBC 27 Dec (fide NB). 

Hermit Thrush: Nine birds lingered into winter, including 7 on CBCs. A 
remarkable 5 were counted on the DeSoto NWR CBC 20 Dec (fide JT), 2 on the 
Branched Oak-Seward CBC 14 Dec (fide JG), and one as far west as LM 19-20 
Dec, found again on the CBC 21 Dec (SJD). Rare in midwinter, singles were in 
Washington Co 8 Jan (JED), and, surprisingly, as far north as Ponca SP 24 Jan 
(BFH). The latter are only the 13th and 14th midwinter records. 

American Robin: Some remarkable concentrations were reported. Thousands were 
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flying over Brady 7 Dec heading southeast (TJW), probably to roost in the cedar 
canyons, and the same number were seen in Snell Canyon, Lincoln Co, 31 Jan 
(TJW). Incredible were the 13,136 on the Calamus CBC 27 Dec (fide NB) and 
almost so the 6148 on the Branched Oak-Seward CBC 14 Dec (fide JG). Both 
were count highs, the latter count's previous high only 2387. First yard bird was 
in Scottsbluff 16 Feb (PD,DD). 

Gray Catbird: The only report was of one in Hastings 19 Jan; no details were 
provided for what would be only the 3rd Jan record for Nebraska. 

Northern Mockingbird: Casual in winter, one was near Lincoln 11 Feb (fide KP), 
only the 6th Feb record for the state. 

Curve-billed Thrasher: The long-staying (now resident?) bird at the Frimann ranch 
in southeast Sioux Co was still present at the end of the period (Lonnie Frimann 
fide AK). 

Brown Thrasher: The only report was of one on the Norfolk CBC 20 Dec (fide 
DH). There are more than 40 CBC reports, but reports after the CBC period are 
few. 

European Starling: A count record was the 15,568 on the Grand Island CBC 20 
Dec (fide CM). Tens of thousands were seen in Franklin Co 28 Feb (LR,RH), 
presumably returning migrants. 

Cedar Waxwing: Best counts were the hundreds in Snell Canyon, Lincoln Co, 31 
Jan (TJW), followed by the 154 on the DeSoto NWR CBC 20 Dec (fide JT). 

Yellow-rumped Warbler: Generally casual in winter, a surprising number were 
reported, notably as many as 18 at Niobrara SP 26 Dec, with 6 still there 1 Jan 
(MB). Westerly were 2 on the LM CBC 21 Dec (fide SJD), and 2 at Sutherland 
Res 17 Jan (LR,RH), the latter only the 7th report from the western half of 
Nebraska for Jan. Only the 11th and 12th reports statewide for Feb were singles at 
Wilderness Park, Lincoln, 14 Feb (LE) and surprisingly so far north, one at 
Anderson Bridge WMA, Cherry Co, 27 Feb (JED). An additional 12 birds were 
reported in Dec from the southeast. 

Spotted Towhee: A few winter in the southeast; singles were at BOL 31 Jan (LE), 
in Bellevue (fide CNK), and, rather far afield at Niobrara SP 26 Dec (MB). A 
single in Washington Co 12 Dec (JT) and two birds on the DeSoto NWR CBC 
20 Dec were reported as hybrids with Eastern Towhee (fide JT). 

Eastern Towhee: The only report (other than hybrids with Spotted Towhee, see 
above) was of a male at FF 21 Feb (EB). This species is only casual in winter. 

American Tree Sparrow: Numbers were generally good; best counts were 579 on 
the DeSoto NWR CBC 20 Dec (fide JT), 345 on the LM CBC 21 Dec (fide 
SJD), and 182 at BOL 31 Jan (LE). 

Field Sparrow: A report without details of 10 on the Grand Island CBC 20 Dec 
almost certainly refers to American Tree Sparrows. 

Savannah Sparrow: One at Nebraska City 22 Jan (LF,CF, details) provided only 
the 2nd documented mid-winter record for Nebraska. 

Fox Sparrow: Normally only casual in winter, a total of 9 was reported, all in the 
southeast; 3 were on CBCs, with additional later sightings of 2 at Hummel Park, 
Omaha, 29 Dec (JED), 2 at Wyuka Cem, Lincoln, 17 Jan (LE), and 2 at Wagon 
Train L, Lancaster Co, the same day (LE). 

Song Sparrow: A good mid-winter count was the 11 at FF 31 Jan (CNK). 
Elsewhere the 57 on the Crawford CBC (BW,DW) was an excellent count, and 
the 17 on the Scottsbluff CBC 20 Dec was a count high (AK). 

Lincoln's Sparrow: One at Ponca SP 24 Jan was said to be wintering there (BFH). 
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This is the 2nd-latest date on record, apart from one which wintered at Neligh two 
centuries ago (Birds of Nebraska). 

Swamp Sparrow: More than usual were found in the southeast and along the Platte 
Valley. A good count of 10 was at FF 31 Jan (CNK), where wintering occurs on 
occasion. Two were on the DeSoto NWR CBC 20 Dec (fide JT), and one on the 
LM CBC 21 Dec (SJD). 

White-throated Sparrow: The only wintering birds were, as expected, in the 
southeast: one was at a Bellevue feeder (BP,LP), and 1-4 were at a Nebraska City 
feeder (LF,CF). Possibly wintering in the area was one near Gibbon 30 Jan 
(LR,RH). Elsewhere about 28 birds were reported through 30 Dec, most in the 
southeast, with notable exceptions a 2nd count record individual on the 
Scottsbluff CBC 20 Dec (SJD,KN). Best count was a surprising 13 on the 
DeSoto NWR CBC 20 Dec (fide JT). 

White-crowned Sparrow: Best counts are in fall and spring, and this year was no 
exception; 75 on the LM CBC 21 Dec (LR,RH) and 68 in Furnas Co 14 Feb 
(LR,RH). Few occur in midwinter, usually in the south; this year a small group 
was wintering at WSR (HKH), and the best tally in midwinter was the 16 at BOL 
9 Jan (LE). 

Harris's Sparrow: Numbers were noticeably lower than in recent winters, best non- 
CBC count only 25, at ADF 25 Jan (LF,CF). Highest CBC count was only 29, 
that on the Branched Oak-Seward CBC 14 Dec (fide JG). The only sighting west 
of Nuckolls Co (NF) was one on the LM CBC 21 Dec (fide SJD); this species is 
rare in the western half of Nebraska. 

Dark-eyed Junco: Several Oregons were reported in the east; more than the usual 
4/year were banded by a veteran bander in Bellevue (RG). The relative scarcity of 
Oregons in eastern Nebraska is indicated by the 15 included in a total of 787 
juncos (the rest Slate-coloreds) on the Branched Oak-Seward CBC 14 Dec (fide 
JG). Rare or even casual in the east are Pink-sided juncos; one was at Bellevue 1 
Jan (CNK, details), and another at a Lincoln feeder 2 Feb (TP). Many 
intermediate and odd Juncos were reported; some, those with obvious dark hoods 
that are not Oregons, are probably Rocky Mountain juncos (cismontanus)', such 
birds were reported in Omaha 8 Dec (DC) and Lincoln 6 Jan (TP). The only 
White-winged juncos reported were a few wintering at WSR (HKH). WSR also 
hosted a Gray-headed junco (HKH, details); there are fewer than 10 documented 
records of this taxon. 

Lapland Longspur: Routine reports. 

Snow Bunting; A few were reported, with best numbers in the LM area, where 6-17 
birds were found 19-22 Dec (SJD,GB, CNK). Elsewhere, 5 were counted on the 
DeSoto NWR CBC 20 Dec (fide JT), one was in Dixon Co 8 Feb (JJ), and one 
was at BOL 20 Feb (JT). 

Northern Cardinal: Numbers are slowly increasing in the North Platte valley; 15 
were found on the LM CBC 20 Dec (fide SJD) and 4 on the Scottsbluff CBC 20 
Dec (fide AK). 

Red-winged Blackbird: More than usual were in evidence in midwinter; 40 birds at 
HCR 10 Jan were the first there since Nov (GH,WH), BOL hosted 200 on 17 Jan 
and 400 on 31 Jan (LE), and 1200 were on the Seward-Lancaster Cos line 31 Jan 
(LE). First noted on territory were 9 at LM 21 Feb (WRS,TR,DE,PK), and tens 
of thousands had returned to Franklin Co 28 Feb (LR,RH). 

Eastern Meadowlark: None were reported; earliest singing dates are mid- to late 
Feb. 
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Western Meadowlark; First singing birds were a 43-strong choir in a Sioux Co 
cottonwood tree 14 Feb (KD). 

Rusty Blackbird: A few winter stragglers were reported: one on the DeSoto NWR 
CBC 20 Dec (fide JT), 25 in Seward Co 31 Jan (LE), an excellent mid-winter 
count, and 1-3 at Alma 31 Jan-4 Feb (GF1,WH). Wintering is regular in the south 
and east, although Alma is a westerly location for the species. 

Brewer's Blackbird: Overwintering is rare, although a male and female at a 
Lancaster Co feedyard 14 Feb may have wintered there (LE). Probably early 
migrants were the 5 in Seward Co 28 Feb (JG). One was reported without details 
at Hastings 24 Jan (B), and one was found on the Scottsbluff CBC 20 Dec (fide 
AK). 

Common Crackle: One wintered at WSR (HKH), a rare occurrence in the 
Panhandle. Two at Creighton 5 Feb (MB) were very early and may have wintered 
nearby. Spring arrivals appeared in Keith Co 26 Feb (TJW). 

Great-tailed Crackle: Best count was 141 at Lexington 19 Dec (SJD, photo). An 
excellent mid-winter count was the 72 at Grand Island 31 Jan (LR,RH). 
Becoming a regular event was the appearance of a few birds near Niobrara in late 
fall; this year 3-7 were in the area 6-7 Dec (MB). Also northerly were 2 below 
GPD 14 Dec (JC). 

Brown-headed Cowbird: This species is rarely reported in mid-winter, but this 
year several were found, all in the southeast. Two were at an Alma feedyard 1 Jan 
(GH,WH), one was in Lancaster Co with starlings 9 Jan (LE), two were at 
Hastings 24 Jan (B, no details), 10 were with starlings at a Nance Co feedyard 31 
Jan (LR,RH), and 6 were with 1200 Red-winged Blackbirds on the Seward- 
Lancaster Cos line 31 Jan (LE). 

Gray-crowned Rosy-Finch: The only report was of 35 wintering at Moore Buttes 
in southern Sioux Co (HKH), a regular location for this species. 

Purple Finch: After a few lean years, this species was conspicuous this year in good 
numbers. Best counts were a count record 111 on the Branched Oak-Seward CBC 
14 Dec (fide JG), including 85 in one flock (KP), and 60 on the Omaha CBC 27 
Dec (fide BG). Elsewhere 50 were in Dixon Co 24 Jan (BFH). Reports were as 
expected from the east, westernmost 6-8 in Snell and Cottonwood Canyons in 
Lincoln Co 25-29 Dec (WRS, TJW). 

House Finch: Best count was the 184 on the LM CBC 21 Dec (fide SJD). 

Red Crossbill: This was a quiet winter for this species. The only reports were of 25 
on the Pine Ridge 28 Dec and 26 Jan (HKH), 25 on the Crawford CBC 19 Dec 
(BW,DW), and a single near Nenzel 27 Feb (JED). 

Common Redpoll: This was a fairly good year for redpolls, with about 30 scattered 
statewide, most at feeders. Other than 5 on the Grand Island CBC 20 Dec (fide 
CM), all reports were in Jan-Feb. 

Pine Siskin: This was a low year for siskins. Other than the 70 on the Scottsbluff 
CBC 20 Dec (fide AK) and the many at a Norfolk Cemetery 21 Feb (MB), only 
about 17 were reported. 

American Goldfinch: Best counts were 250 at BOL 9 Jan (LE) and 244 on the LM 
CBC 21 Dec (fide SJD). 

House Sparrow: Best count was 762 on the Norfolk CBC 20 Dec (fide DH). This 
pales by comparison with the counts of 4500+ in urban Nebraska CBCs in the 
1965-1985 period. Recent years have seen a decline in House Sparrows. 
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Eurasian Collared-Dove (Streptopelia decaocto) Expansion in 
Nebraska: 1997-2003 

Mark A. Brogie and W. Ross Silcock 

Following the recognition of its presence in Florida in the mid-1980s (Smith 
and Kale 1986), the Eurasian Collared-Dove has spread in spectacular fashion 
northward and mostly westward in the interior of the United States, arriving in 
Nebraska only about 15 years after its discovery in Florida. Prior to its 
establishment in the United States, the Eurasian Collared-Dove had undergone a 
similarly spectacular expansion westward across Europe beginning in the area of 
Albania and the former Yugoslavia in the 1930s and finally colonizing Great Britain 
in the late 1950s. Available evidence regarding the source population for its 
establishment in Florida points strongly to the dense population in the Bahamas 
(Smith 1987). This population was established by the importation of perhaps 50 
birds from the Netherlands in the early 1970s by an aviary owner. Some escaped as 
the result of a break-in to the aviary where they were held, prompting the aviary 
owner to release the remainder in 1974 (Smith 1987). 

The American Birding Association (ABA) added the Eurasian Collared-Dove 
to its Checklist in 1994, based on an established breeding population in Florida 
(DeBenedictis 1994). At the time of its addition to the ABA Checklist, the records 
farthest from Florida were in Louisiana and Arkansas (DeBenedictis 1994). At the 
same time, the ABA Checklist Committee removed from its Checklist Ringed 
Turtle-Dove {S. risoria: this "species" is thought to be a domestically-produced 
strain of African Collared-Dove S. roseogrisea), as it was believed that there were no 
longer any established, self-sustaining populations in North America (DeBenedictis 
1994). There are occasional reports of Ringed Turtle-Dove in Nebraska, but all 
appear to be birds released or escaped from captivity. 

The first Nebraska record of Eurasian Collared-Dove was a single bird at the 
feeder of Marty Mathieson in Shelton, Buffalo County on 29 November 1997. This 
bird was not identified to species until about 6 December (RH, LR; Nebraska Bird 
Review 1997, Volume 4). 

Following is a table showing published and unpublished first county records 
of Eurasian Collared-Doves in Nebraska and first county records of nesting. For 
published records, references to the relevant Nebraska Bird Review (NBR) volume 
and page number are given. 

While this is the most up-to-date information known to the authors, 
additions and corrections are welcome and solicited. 


Literature cited; 

DeBenedictis, P.A. (1994). "ABA Checklist Report, 1992". Birding 26:92-102. 
Smith, P.W. (1987). "The Eurasian Collared-Dove arrives in the Americas", 
American Birds 41:1371-1379. 

Smith, P.W. and H.W. Kale II (1986). "Eurasian Collared-Doves collected in 
Florida". Florida Field Naturalist 14:104-107. 




Table 1. Records of Eurasian Collared-Doves in Nebraska, by county, 1997-2003. 


Year 

CoillltY 

Location 

Date 

Observerfs) 

Comments 







1997 

Buffalo 

Shelton 

29 November 


NBR 65:168; 1st evidence of breeding in state: in Kearney 






22 April 1998, see NBR 66:42-43, 92, 131i 67:9 

1998 

Nuckolls 

Superior 

11 July 

DEC fide SJD 

NBR 66:92 

1998 

York 

Bradshaw 

22 August 

JGJ 

NBR 66:131 

1999 

Pierce 

Pierce 

23 July 

MAB 

NBR 67:95: 1st evidence of breeding in county, same date 

1999 

Thayer 

Carleton 

November 

VW 


2000 

Cass 

Elmwood 

21 February 

GW 

1st evidence of breeding in county, same date, see 






NBR 68:19, 68, 116, 158 

2000 

Clay 

Sutton 

6 August 

JGJ 

NBR 68:158; 1st evidence of breeding in county, same date 

2000 

Cuming 

West Point 

29 February 

TB 


2000 

Dakota 

Dakota City 

23 January 

BH, JJ, RDW 

NBR 68:19 

2000 

Dawes 

Whitney 

28 February 

DnH 

1st evidence of breeding in county 6 November 2000, nest 






in a hackberry tree in Chadron, reported by Phyllis Burk 

2000 

Hitchcock 

Culbertson 

23 October 

RS 


2000 

Keith 

Ogallala 

22 January 


NBR 68:19 

2000 

Kimball 

Kimball 

22 August 

TLE 

NBR 68:158; 1st evidence of breeding in county, bird 






carrying nesting material in Bushnell, 31 August 2002 (MAB) 

2000 

Lancaster 

Lincoln 

17 August 

KB 


2000 

Phelps 

Holdrege 

2 September 

JM, JV 


2000 

Scotts Bluff 

Gering 

9 November 

DD, PD fide AK 

NBR 68:158-159 

2000 

Stanton 


16 September 

BrW 

one taken during dove season is 1st specimen record 
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Table 1. Records of Eurasian Collared-Doves in Nebraska, by county, 1997-2003. 


Year 

County 

Location 

Date 

Observerfs) 

Comments 







2000 

Washington 

Blair 

15 July 

JeJ 

NBR 68:116 

2000 

Wayne 

Wayne 

26 September 

FW 


2001 

Cheyenne 


3 June 

SJD 


2001 

Dawson 

Lexington 

11 November 

RH,LR 


2001 

Deuel 

Big Springs 

4 March 

SJD 

NBR 69:62 

2001 

Douglas 

Omaha 

9 July 

unk 


2001 

Dundy 

Haigler 

29 April 

SJD 

NBR 69:62 

2001 

Garden 

Oshkosh 

3 June 

SJD 


2001 

Greeley 

Spalding 

21 January 

CN,DN 

NBR 69:11 

2001 

Kearney 

Minden 

11 April 

MR 

1st evidence of breeding in county^ 2000 (no date) in Minden, 






see NBR 69:173 

2001 

Knox 

Creighton 

2 October 

EB, MAB 

NBR 69:173; 1st evidence of breeding in county, bird 






carrying nesting material, 19 April 2003 in Creighton (MAB) 

2001 

McPherson 


10 June 

JT 


2001 

Morrill 


9 July 

SJD 

1st evidence of breeding in county 12 May 2002 in Bayard, 






fide AK, see NBR 70:62 

2001 

Nemaha 

Johnson 

13 October 

DS 


2001 

Rock 

Bassett 

27 November 

BW 

1st evidence of breeding in county, iuvenile bird found in 






Bassett, 11 July 2002 (CH) 

2001 

Saunders 

Memphis 

16 October 

DS 


2001 

Seward 

Seward 

23 September 

JG 

NBR 69:173 


K> 

O 
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Table 1. Records of Eurasian Collared-Doves in Nebraska, by county, 1997-2003. 


Year 

County 

Location 

Date 

Observers) 

Comments 







2001 

Thurston 

Pender 

16 September 

DH 


2002 

Box Butte 

Alliance 

18 February 

unk 

NBR 70:12 

2002 

Butler 

Bruno 

28 December 

NP 

2002 

Chase 

Wauneta 

29 December 

MAB 


2002 

Custer 

Arnold 

30 December 

MAB 


2002 

Dixon 

Wakefield 

27 January 

JJ 

NBR 70:12 

2002 

Dodge 

Ames 

10 September 

DP, JP 

NBR 70:148 

2002 

Fillmore 

Geneva 

30 March 

JGJ. 


2002 

Furnas 

Cambridge 

21 April 

LR 


2002 

Hall 

Wood River 

17 January 

MM 

NBR 70:12 

2002 

Hamilton 

Hampton 

10 June 

JG 

NBR 70:108 

2002 

Harlan 

Alma 

20 October 

GH,WH 

NBR 70:148 

2002 

Holt 

O’Neill 

27 July 

DS 

NBR 70:108 

2002 

Johnson 

Tecumseh 

4 May 

MAB, DS 


2002 

Lincoln 

North Platte 

10 May 

KP, WRS 


2002 

Valley 

Qrd 

29 September 

RH, LR 

NBR 70:148 

2002 

Richardson 

Falls City 

12 March 

MAB 

NBR 70:62 

2002 

Sarpy 

Gretna 

4 October 

DS 


2003 

Antelope 

Clearwater 

7 February 

MAB 

Best count to date: 32 birds in Clearwater 8 Feb 2003 (DH) 

2003 

Banner 

Harrisburg 

18 April 

DH 
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Table 1. Records of Eurasian Collared-Doves in Nebraska, by coimty, 1997-2003. 


Year 

County 

Location 

Date 

Observerts) 

Comments 







2003 

Boone 

St. Edward 

4 January 

DH 


2003 

Brown 

Ainsworth 

10 August 

EW 


2003 

Burt 

Tekamah 

13 August 

JGJ 


2003 

Colfax 

Howells 

24 October 

MAB 


2003 

Frontier 

Curtis 

7 March 

TJW 


2003 

Gage 


2 March 

DS 


2003 

Garfield 


26 October 

RH, LR 


2003 

Howard 

St. Paul 

22 November 

RH, LR 


2003 

Franklin 

Franklin 

17 May 

MAB, DH 


2003 

Meirick 

Central City 

7 July 

TJW 


2003 

Nance 

Krakow 

4 January 

DH 


2003 

Perkins 

Grant 

20 May 

TJW 


2003 

Platte 

Humphrey 

4 January 

DH 


2003 

Polk 

Stromsburg 

18 January 

DH 


2003 

Red Willow 

McCook 

15 May 

TJW 


2003 

Sheridan 

Gordon 

31 August 

BB, EMB, JB, 

1st evidence of breeding in county, 2 adults and 3 immature- 





MAB, DS 

plumaged birds observed in Rushville, 30 December 2003 





(MAB, ME, JG, DS) 

2003 

Sioux 

Wind Springs Ranch 

15 April 

HH 


2003 

Webster 

Red Cloud 

3 August 

MAB, DS 


2003 

Wheeler 

Bartlett 

14 June 

MAB 
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As of the end of 2003 there were still 20 Nebraska counties without records 
of Eurasian Collared-Dove. They are: Adams, Arthur, Blaine, Boyd, Cedar, Cherry, 
Gosper, Grant, Hayes, Hooker, Jefferson, Keya Paha, Logan, Loup, Madison, Otoe, 
Pawnee, Saline, Sherman, and Thomas. 

Observers: 

(AK) Alice Kenitz, (BB) Ben Brogie, (BH) Bill Huser, (BW) Bruce Wiebe, (BrW) 
Brant Wolff, (CH) Carolyn Hall, (CN) Colleen Noecker, (DCE) David C. Ely, (DD) 
Dean Drawbaugh, (DH) David Heidt, (DnH) Dan Hedberg, (DN) Don Noecker, (DP) 
Don Paseka, (DS) Dave Stage, (EB) Ellen Brogie, (EMB) Ed M. Brogie, (EW) 
Emogene Whitten, (FW) Frank Wood, (GH) Glen Hoge, (GW) Gertrude Wood, (HH) 
Helen Hughson, (JB) Joe Brogie, (JG) Joe Gubanyi, (JJ) Jan Johnson, (JeJ) Jerry 
Jorgensen, (JGJ) Joel Jorgensen, (JM) John Miller, (JP) Janis Paseka, (JS) Jon 
Strong, (JT) Jeny Toll, (JV) Jeff Vifquin, (KB) Keith Brown, (KP) Kevin Poague, 
(LE) Larry Einemann, (LR) Lanny Randolph, (MAB) Mark A. Brogie, (ME) Mike 
Ellis, (MM) Marty Mathieson, (MR) Mike Rader, (NP) Nathan Pieplow, (PD) 
Phyllis Drawbaugh, (RDW) Randall D. Williams, (RH) Robin Harding, (RS) 
Robert Sitzman, (SJD) Stephen J. Dinsmore, (TB) Ted Buchholz, (TLE) Ted L. 
Eubanks, (TJW) T.J. Walker, (unk) unknown observer, (VW) Vem Wachtel, (WH) 
Wanda Hoge, (WRS) W. Ross Silcock 

Thanks to John Dinan of Nebraska Game and Parks for providing several 
unpublished records. 


In Memory of Olin Sewall Pettingill 

Olin Sewall Pettingill, Jr., Ph.D., renowned ornithologist and teacher, 
passed away December 11, 2001, in Bedford, Texas. He was 94. 

Dr. Pettingill was bom in Belgrade, Maine, on October 30, 1907. He 
graduated from Bowdoin College in 1930 and received a Ph.D. from Cornell 
University in 1933. Honoraiy doctor of science degrees were awarded by Bowdoin 
college in 1956, Colby College in 1979 and the University of Maine in 1982. 

Dr. Pettingill taught ornithology at Carleton College for 17 years and at the 
University of Michigan Biological Station for 35 summers. He was director of the 
famed Laboratory of Ornithology at Cornell University from 1960 to 1973. 
Pettingill served on the National Audubon Society Board of Directors for 19 years. 

Among the books written by Dr. Pettingill are the classic textbook 
Ornithology in Laboratory and Field (1939) and his two-volume work, A Guide to 
Bird Finding East of the Mississippi (1951) and A Guide to Bird Finding West of 
the Mississippi (1953). The latter two works were the first of their kind to give 
specific information on when and where to find different species of birds in the 
contiguous 48 states. 

Dr. Pettingill lectured regularly for the National Audubon Society until 
1978. A distinguished wildlife photographer, his camera work took him all over the 
world, and his photography can be seen in numerous popular Walt Disney nature 
documentaries. 

In 1945 Dr. Pettingill did research in Nebraska on Whooping Cranes and 
was made an honorary member of the NOU in 1947. 




24 


The Nebraska Bird Review 


Vol. 72 No. 1 


2003 Christinas Bird Counts in Nebraska 
Compiled by Janis Paseka 


There were 11 Christmas Bird Counts conducted in Nebraska in December 
of 2003. One (the DeSoto National Wildlife Refuge count) is partly in Iowa. The 
total of 132 species recorded is 5 fewer than last year’s total of 137. This year 
222,405 individuals were counted, as compared to the unusually high individual 
count of 303,619 in 2002, largely because of Snow Goose numbers. In 2002, 
129,415 Snow Geese were reported, compared to this year’s report of 10,940. There 
were 16 species which were seen on every count: Bald Eagle, Red-tailed Hawk, 
American Kestrel, Ring-necked Pheasant, Rock Pigeon, Downy Woodpecker, 
Northern Flicker, Blue Jay, American Crow, Black-capped Chickadee, European 
Starling, American Tree Sparrow, Dark-eyed Junco, Red-winged Blackbird, 
American Goldfinch, and House Sparrow. 

This year 183 field counters and 16 feeder watchers participated in the 
counts. The weather was slightly warmer than average, with two counts beginning 
the day in the single digits and eight counts finishing the day in the 40’s or 50’s. 
Weather prior to the counts had been mild also, although most parts of the state were 
unusually dry throughout the summer and fall. The western part of the state was 
still experiencing a serious drought. 

No Common Loons, Pied-billed Grebes or Double-crested Cormorants, all 
species which have shown up on about half of the counts in the past decade, were 
reported this year. Although the total number of Snow Geese was way down, as 
mentioned above. Lake McConaughy had an unusually high number of Snows: 
7200. Other geese made good showings around the state. The Greater White-fronted 
total of 65 and the Ross’ Goose total of 24 were the highest since 1998. Trumpeter 
Swans were reported at two counts (Lake McConaughy and Calamus-Loup), but the 
past four years have seen a downtrend: 39 in 2000, 26 in 2001, 13 in 2002 and 8 in 
2003. 

Ducks in general were well represented. Scottsbluff had the only Wood 
Ducks, a total of 10 individuals. Grand Island had the only two American Black 
Ducks, an unusual species on any count. The highest counts in 20 years of 
American Wigeon, Ring-necked Duck and Common Goldeneye were recorded. The 
number of Mallards (27,309) was only about half that of last year (52,366), but still 
in the normal range. Green-winged Teal and Common Mergansers also showed high 
counts unmatched since the late 1990’s. 

Good hawk numbers were also reported this year. Six species (Sharp- 
shinned, Coopers, Rough-legged, American Kestrel, Merlin and Prairie Falcon) all 
had the highest counts since at least 1994, which must also have been a good hawk 
year. 

This year we picked up a sixth gallinaceous species with the Gray 
Partridges reported from Norfolk. This species had not shown up for a Christmas 
Count since 1994. Wild Turkeys continue to increase steadily from a 1981 count of 
21 to this year’s 1157, which is nearly double that of last year and quite possibly 
the highest count ever. Northern Bobwhites were also up (202 this year) to their 
highest level since 1994 (292). 

One Sandhill Crane was reported from Scottsbluff during count week. We 
had not had a Crane on a Christmas Count since one was reported from the North 
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Platte/Lincoln County count in 1996. 

Lake McConaughy was, unsurprisingly, the gull capital of the 
counts again this year with 11 of the 12 species reported appearing there. Among 
the Lake McConaughy gull highlights were Little, Black-headed, Mew, Bonaparte’s, 
Iceland, Lesser Black-backed, Thayer’s and Glaucous. The Omaha count had an 
unusually high number of Herring Gulls (13) and a count week Franklin’s Gull. 

Rock Pigeon (the species formerly known as Rock Dove) numbers were 
down from last year, but nothing to get excited about. The “prize” of highest count 
this year goes to Lincoln with 513. Eurasian Collared-Doves were seen at three 
counts (Crawford, Calamus-Loup during count week and Lake McConaughy). 

Great Homed Owl numbers were down to a more usual count of 44 after a 
fairly high count last year of 70. Grand Island reported an unusually high number of 
both Eastern Screech Owls (18) and Short-eared Owls (6), while DeSoto had a good 
number of Barred Owls (8). 

Red-headed Woodpeckers were found at only three counts (DeSoto, Norfolk 
and Omaha) but they appeared in numbers greater than in any year since 1995. This 
year’s total was 70 birds, 65 of those at Omaha. The 7 Yellow-bellied Sapsuckers 
(seen at Branched Oak-Seward, Lake McConaughy and Lincoln) were more than had 
been seen in any year since 1988. Hairy Woodpeckers scored their second year in a 
row in triple digits (106 in 2002 and 103 in 2003) and were seen at 10 counts. 
These are the highest counts for Hairys since 1994. Northern Flickers were seen on 
all the counts, and the count of 519 is the highest since 1988. 

Blue Jays and American Crows, both species of concern in the West Nile 
Virus epidemic, did well this year. The Blue Jay total of 666 was in the normal 
range, and Crows bounced back from last year’s total of 5291 to 11,002 this year, 
the highest in two decades, and possibly the highest ever. 

Black-capped Chickadees were seen at all 11 counts, but the totals were 
down at every count except one. As discussed on NEBirds and elsewhere. 
Chickadees have been scarce in many parts of the state in the past year, and this 
year’s count is less than half (774) of what it was last year (1668). While 774 is not 
an all-time low (726 in 1983; 694 in 1997), it is still a precipitous drop, especially 
when the counts are looked at individually. 

Chickadee numbers dropped in the Missouri River counts, but they were 
still within the normal range of historical fluctuations. Omaha had a 2003 count of 
284 compared to 470 in 2002. DeSoto’s 2003 count was 261, compared to 406 in 
2002. However, both counts have had lower totals in past years. 

In the Panhandle, Scottsbluff recorded a total of 21 Black-capped 
Chickadees this year compared to 48 last year. Although that seems like a dramatic 
decline. Chickadee numbers have been lower than 21 in Scottsbluff 4 times in the 
past 20 years. Crawford was the only count in the state in which the numbers 
increased over last year: 31 in 2002 and 52 in 2003. 

In the remainder of the state, however, counts were drastically lower and out 
of line with historical fluctuations. Six counts had either all-time lows or the lowest 
counts in 20 years: Beaver Valley went from 5 in 2002 to 1 in 2003; Branched Oak- 
Seward went from 129 to 28; Calamus-Loup went from 62 to 5; Grand Island went 
from 45 to 15; Lincoln went from 172 to 26; and Norfolk went from 230 to 64. 
Lake McConaughy went from 70 to 17, which is not an all time low but is lower 
than any total except in the first two years that count was run. 
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It would seem that Black-capped Chickadees, for whatever reason, have 
suffered a tremendous decline from December 2002 to December 2003 in most of the 
state, the exceptions being the Panhandle and the Missouri River Valley. 

These trends were echoed in counts outside the state: Shenandoah and 
Sioux City, Iowa, both had lower counts in 2003 than in 2002, but not out of line 
with historical swings, similar to Missouri Valley counts in Nebraska. Counts in 
Pierre and Yankton, South Dakota; in Sterling, Colorado; and in north central 
Kansas (Kirwin Reservoir, Waconda [aka Glen Elder] and Salina) all showed the 
profound decreases typical of central Nebraska counts. Counts in Rapid City, South 
Dakota, and in Casper and Cheyenne, Wyoming, however, showed an increase, the 
same number and a slight decrease, respectively. (Christmas Bird Count data from 
outside Nebraska was obtained from www.audubon.org.) 

On to other species. Tufted Titmouse numbers were down this year to then- 
lowest in a decade: a total of 37 and only seen, as usual, at Omaha and DeSoto. 
White-breasted Nuthatches, Brown Creepers and Golden-crowned Kinglets were also 
all down this year, but not out of line with yearly fluctuations in the past. One 
Rock Wren was reported on this count: an unusual find at Lake McConaughy. 
Another unusual find was a Ruby-crowned Kinglet at Lake McConaughy and another 
during count week at Lincoln. 

Eastern Bluebirds bounced back from last year’s total of 81 to 236 this 
year, with unusually high numbers at Omaha (61) and DeSoto (86). Mountain 
Bluebirds were scarce this year and were found only at the Lake McConaughy count. 
Hermit Thrushes hit a 20-year high of 8 individuals and were reported from 
Branched Oak-Seward, DeSoto and Lake McConaughy. American Robin numbers 
have been steadily increasing and were the highest in at least two decades. Calamus- 
Loup reported over 13,000 and the total on all the counts (22,452) was almost 
10,000 higher than last year. One lone Brown Thrasher was reported from Norfolk 
this year. 

Starlings, for better or worse, had a great year, too. This year’s total of 
44,816 is more than three times last year’s total and the highest in at least 20 years. 
We can hold the counters at Lake McConaughy largely responsible for this situation, 
since they rounded up a ‘grand’ total of 15,568. 

Sparrows of most species were reported in usual numbers, although Harris’ 
Sparrows were at a 20-year low this year with only 75 reported from seven counts, 
compared to 534 in 2002. Lapland Longspurs also have been declining on 
Christmas counts since a high of 2129 in 1998 to this year’s 40. Purple Finches, on 
the other hand, showed up in droves, with a count total of 223, the highest in over 
20 years. 

Red-winged Blackbird numbers dropped from last year’s 11,126 to a more 
normal 2189. Rusty and Brewer’s Blackbird were each only seen at two counts 
(Rustys at DeSoto and Grand Island and Brewer’s at Beaver Valley and Scottsbluff) 
and had totals of only 5 and 2, respectively. And, in what some would consider 
cause for modest celebration, only 14 Brown-headed Cowbirds were found, the 
lowest total since 1997. 
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2003 CBC Participants 

Beaver Valley Mitzi Fox, Colleen Noecker, Don Noecker (compiler), Jim 
Scharphom (4) 

Branched Oak-Seward John Dinan, Larry Einemann, Mike Ellis, Joe Gubanyi 
(compiler), Thomas Labedz, Don Paseka, Kevin Poague, Max Post van der Burg, 
Sarah Retime, Amy Richert, Brent Sankey, Terry Sims, Mary Steinbeck, Scott 
Taylor (14) 

Calamus-Loup Loren Blake, Norma Brockmoller (compiler), Robin Harding, 
David Heidt (compiler), Lyla Koehlmoos, Lanny Randolph, Jan Uttecht, Duane 
WolfF, Bonnie Wylie (9) 

Crawford Kathy DeLara, Dean Drawbaugh, Phyllis Drawbaugh, Lonnie Frimann, 
Jim Gibson, Robin Harding, Randy Lawson, Lanny Randolph, Bruce Walgren 
(compiler), Donna Walgren (10) 

DeSoto Bob Barry (compiler), Elliott Bedows, Ruth Campell, Janet Greer, Carr 
Heaney, Steve Lamphere, Don Maas, Sue Mattix, Mark Orsag, Don Paseka, Janis 
Paseka, Jack Phillips, Willard Piercy, Neal RatzlafF, David J. Smith, Jerry Toll 
(16) 

Grand Island Gorden Backer, Tom Blanchard, Dan Glomski, Blake Hatfield, Ann 
Kruse, Ron Kruse, Connie McCartney (compiler), Jim Meyer, Vicky Orr, Michele 
Parde, Patricia Smith, Vem Throop, Eric Volden, Chuck Witter. Feeder Watchers: 
Gay Crandell, Helen Seim, Ken Tweedy (14 + 3 feeder watchers) 

Lake McConaughy Henry Armknecht, Gordon Brown, Bob DeLara, Kathy 
DeLara, Stephen J. Dinsmore (compiler), Dean Drawbaugh, Phyllis Drawbaugh, 
Peter Frechtel, Robin Harding, Helen Hughson, Bill Huntley, Bette Klaphake, 
Clem Klaphake, Kay Niyo, Lanny Randolph, Tommie Rogers, Ross Silcock, 
Mark Urwiller (18+ 13 feeder watchers) 

Lincoln George Alexander, Irene Alexander, Betty Adams, Stephanie Bequeath, 
Anita Breckbill, Linda R. Brown (compiler), Jackie Canterbury, John Carlini, 
Larry Einemann, Lynea Hinchman, Michelle Johnson, Josef Kren, Thomas E. 
Labedz, Linda Maslowski, Pete Maslowski, Mark Orsag, Don Paseka, Janis 
Paseka, Kevin Poague, Ken Reitan, Amy Richert, Zac Roehrs, Erika Sarikova, 
Shari Schwartz, Dave Titterington, Joyce Vannier, Lyle Vannier, Gertrude Wood 
(28) 

Norfolk Marc Bathke, Norma Brockmoller, Ed Brogie, Joseph Brogie, Mark 
Brogie, Colin Engebretsen, David Heidt, Gene Kincanon, Dave Stage, Matt 
Stanley, Paul Timm, Jan Uttecht, Duane Wolff (compiler), Bonnie Wylie (14) 

Omaha Mark Armstrong, Bette Bauer, Rod Cope, David Crawford, Sharon 
Draper, Nelli Falzgraf, Bob Fuchs, Pat Fuller, Jerad Getter, Betty Grenon 
(compiler), Mace Hack, Warren Hill, Lois Inskeep, Clem Klaphake, Jim Kovanda, 
Sandy Kovanda, Catherine Kuper, Steve Lamphere, Lorinda Langner, Terry 
Lassek, Sue Mattix, Jim Meyer, Babs Padelford, Loren Padelford, June Parks, 
Don Paseka, Janis Paseka, Jeab Richter, Mary Jo Rome, Kathleen Rose, Jack 
Schmid, Rick Schmid, Steve Schmitt, Eric Scholar, Greg Stoiber, Jerry Toll, Pat 
Williams, Chunhui Yi (38) 

Scottsbiuff G. Gordon Brown, Bob DeLara, Kathy DeLara, Steven Dinsmore, 
Phyllis Drawbaugh, Ann Duey, Peter Frechtel, Helen Hughson, Alisson Johnson, 
Alice Kenitz (compiler), Bette Klaphake, Clem Klaphake, Brad McKinney, Kay 
Niyo, Tommie Rogers, Ross Silcock, Harley Winfrey, Sarah Winfrey (18) 



2003 CBC Site Data 



Date 

Species 

Individuals 

Observers 

Low 

Temp 

High 

Temp 

Sky Conditions 

Rain 

Snow 

Beaver Valley 

20 Dec 

28 

1,299 

4 

22 

52 

partly cloudy 

none 

none 

Branched Oak/Seward 

14 Dec 

64 

17,486 

14 

22 

28 

cloudy/partly clear 

none 

none 

Calamus-Loup 

27 Dec 

54 

36,190 

9 

8 

45 

clear 

none 

none 

Crawford 

19 Dec 

37 

1,302 

10 

15 

28 

partly cloudy 

none 

none 

DeSoto-Boyer 

20 Dec 

64 

12,195 

16 

27 

45 

clear 

none 

none 

Grand Island 

20 Dec 

65 

29,335 

14 + 3 

23 

48 

clear to partly cloudy 

none 

none 

Lake McConaughy 

21 Dec 

105 

67,753 

18 + 13 

39 

54 

partly cloudy 

none 

none 

Lincoln 

17 Dec 

57 

11,980 

28 

21 

41 

cloudy 

none 

none 

Morfolk 

20 Dec 

56 

7,557 

14 

7 

34 

partly cloudy 

none 

none 

Omaha 

27 Dec 

60 

9,142 

38 

38 

55 

pt. cloudy to clear 

none 

none 

Scottsbluff 

20 Dec 

72 

28,166 

18 

19 

53 

partly cloudy 

none 

none 


Totals 131 222,405 183 + 16 

Observers at Grand Island and Lake McConaughy include 3 and 13 feeder watchers, respectively. 
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2003 Christmas Bird Count 



Beaver Branched 

Calamus 

Crawford 

DeSoto 

Grand 

Lake 

Lincoln 

Norfolk 

Omaha 

Scotts- 

Total 


Valley 

Oak 

Loup 


Boyer 

Island 

McC 




bluff 


Homed Grebe 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

4 

- 

- 

- 

- 

4 

Western Grebe 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

52 

- 

- 

- 

- 

52 

Clark's Grebe 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

American White Pelican 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

4 

- 

- 

- 

- 

4 

Great Blue Heron 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

2 

10 

1 

1 

2 

5 

22 

Gr. White-fronted Goose 

_ 

10 

1 

. 

. 

13 

41 

- 

. 

. 

- 

65 

Snow Goose 

- 

2,536 

- 

- 

450 

25 

7,200 

722 


6 

1 

10,940 

Ross’ Goose 

- 

3 

- 

- 

- 

2 

19 

- 

- 

- 

- 

24 

Canada Goose 

- 

1,660 

988 

- 

577 

8,165 

6,240 

1,900 

195 

1,856 

12,738 

34,319 

Trumpeter Swan 

- 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

6 

- 

- 

- 

- 

8 

Wood Duck 

. 

_ 

. 

. 

- 

- 

. 

- 

- 

. 

10 

10 

Gadwall 

- 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

70 

- 

- 

10 

9 

91 

American Wigeon 

- 

- 

12 

- 

- 

1 

102 

- 

- 

- 

340 

455 

American Black Duck 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

Mallard 

115 

1,521 

4,197 

- 

660 

2,965 

8,863 

138 

32 

472 

8,346 

27,309 

Northern Shoveler 

. 

_ 

3 

_ 

15 

_ 

. 

- 

_ 

. 

5 

23 

Northern Pintail 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

48 

51 

Green-winged Teal 

- 

- 

110 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

68 

6 

186 

Casvasback 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

71 

- 

- 

- 

6 

77 

Redhead 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

109 

- 

- 

- 

20 

129 


K) 
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2003 Christmas Bird Count 



Beaver Branched 

Calamus 

Crawford 

DeSoto 

Grand 

Lake 

Lincoln 

Norfolk 

Omaha 

Scotts- 

Total 


Valley 

Oak 

Loup 


Boyer 

Island 

McC 




bluff 


Ring-necked Duck 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

194 

- 

- 

1 

30 

225 

Tufted Duck 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Greater Scaup 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

37 

- 

- 

- 

1 

38 

Lesser Scaup 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

128 

- 

- 

- 

36 

166 

Bufflehead 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

128 

- 

- 

- 

1 

129 

Common Goldeneye 

. 

7 

49 

. 

41 

58 

1,703 

- 

- 

171 

209 

2,238 

Hooded Merganser 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

10 

- 

- 

2 

- 

12 

Common Merganser 

- 

23 

81 

- 

67 

1 

36,119 

2 

2 

56 

1 

36,352 

Red-breasted Merganser 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

8 

- 

- 

- 

- 

8 

Ruddy Duck 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

" 

■ 

■ 

2 

duck sp. 

. 

_ 

. 

- 

42 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

42 

Osprey 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

2 

Bald Eagle 

13 

6 

24 

6 

30 

15 

74 

1 

17 

80 

5 

271 

Northern Harrier 

3 

8 

2 

1 

7 

19 

10 

4 

4 

- 

3 

61 

Sharp-shinned Hawk 

2 

7 

1 

- 

5 

2 

3 

10 


3 

2 

36 

Cooper’s Hawk 


5 

- 

- 

5 

1 

1 

2 

- 

2 

2 

18 

accipiter sp. 

- 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

4 

Red-tailed Hawk 

2 

35 

11 

4 

93 

15 

35 

22 

42 

86 

19 

364 

Ferruginous Hawk 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

4 

- 

- 

- 

1 

6 

Rough-legged Hawk 

1 

3 

5 

2 

6 

29 

4 

- 

6 

4 

7 

67 
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2003 Christmas Bird Count 



Beaver Branched 
Valley Oak 

Calamus Crawford 
Loup 

DeSoto 

Boyer 

Grand 

Island 

Lake 

McC 

Lincoln 

Norfolk 

Omaha 

Scotts- 

bluff 

Total 

Buteo sp. 

- 

1 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 

- 

- 

7 

Golden Eagle 

- 

- 

2 

1 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

3 

7 

American Kestrel 

1 

6 

5 

2 

16 

21 

33 

11 

19 

17 

60 

191 

Merlin 

1 

3 

1 

- 

1 

- 

1 

2 

2 

- 

3 

14 

Prairie Falcon 

- 

- 

- 

3 

- 

2 

1 

- 

- 

- 

3 

9 

Gray Partridge 

. 

. 

. 

. 

- 

. 

. 

. 

6 

. 

. 

6 

Ring-necked Pheasant 

7 

42 

5 

7 

46 

23 

6 

45 

48 

1 

2 

232 

Sharp-tailed Grouse 

- 

- 

4 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

4 

11 

Greater Prairie-Chicken 

- 

- 

23 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

25 

Wild Turkey 

- 

1 

230 

118 

212 

407 

15 

7 

12 

65 

90 

1,157 

Northern Bobwhite 

- 

92 

1 

7 

2 

31 

20 

13 

16 

20 


202 

Virginia Rail 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5 

American Coot 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 

294 

- 

- 

- 

22 

319 

Killdeer 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 

- 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

6 

Wilson's Snipe 

- 

- 

3 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

5 

- 

1 

11 

Little Gull 

. 

_ 

. 

. 

_ 

_ 

1 

_ 

_ 

_ 


1 

Black-headed Gull 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Bonaparte’s Gull 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

241 

- 

- 

- 

- 

241 

Mew Gull 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

Ring-billed Gull 

- 

1 

19 

- 

4 

3 

819 

- 

- 

123 

- 

969 
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2003 Christmas Bird Count 



Beaver Branched 

Calamus 

Crawford 

DeSoto 

Grand 

Lake 

Lincoln 

Norfolk 

Omaha 

Scotts- 

Total 


Valley 

Oak 

Loup 


Boyer 

Island 

McC 




bluff 


California Gull 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

4 

- 

- 

. 

- 

4 

Herring Gull 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

282 

- 

. 

13 

- 

295 

Thayer's Gull 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

. 

. 

. 

1 

Iceland Gull 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

. 

_ 

. 

. 

1 

Lesser Black-backed Gull 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Glaucous Gull 

. 

_ 


_ 

_ 

_ 

3 

. 




3 

Gull sp. 

- 

- 

80 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

80 

Rock Pigeon 

11 

65 

23 

112 

189 

312 

360 

513 

409 

245 

362 

2,601 

Eurasian Collared-Dove 

- 

- 

- 

8 

- 

- 

5 

. 

. 

. 

. 

13 

Mourning Dove 

- 

25 

- 

- 

28 

1 

20 

130 

4 

7 

63 

278 

Eastern Screech-Owl 

. 

6 

1 

_ 

4 

18 

4 

1 

2 

2 


38 

Great Homed Owl 

- 

4 

5 

- 

7 

5 

6 

4 

10 

1 

2 

44 

Barred Owl 

- 

3 

- 

- 

8 

. 

. 

- 

1 

2 

. 

14 

Long-eared Owl 

- 

5 

- 

- 

- 

1 

5 

- 

1 

. 

. 

12 

Short-eared Owl 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

6 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

6 

Belted Kingfisher 

1 

3 

2 

_ 

_ 

1 

12 

3 

5 

3 

7 

37 

Red-headed Woodpecker 

- 

- 

- 

- 

4 

- 

- 

- 

1 

65 

- 

70 

Red-bellied Woodpecker 

1 

69 

2 

- 

90 

6 

2 

41 

25 

88 

2 

326 

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker 

- 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

3 

- 

. 

. 

7 

Downy Woodpecker 

6 

52 

6 

16 

75 

15 

25 

63 

52 

88 

15 

413 
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Hairy Woodpecker 
Northern Flicker 
Northern Shrike 
Blue Jay 

Black-billed Magpie 

American Crow 
Homed Lark 

Black-capped Chickadee 
Tufted Titmouse 
Red-breasted Nuthatch 

White-breasted Nuthatch 
Pygmy Nuthatch 
Brown Creeper 
Carolina Wren 
Rock Wren 

Winter Wren 
Marsh Wren 

Golden-crowned Kinglet 
Ruby-crowned Kinglet 
Eastern Bluebird 


2003 Christmas Bird Count 


Beaver 

Branched 

Calamus 

Crawford 

DeSoto 

Grand 

Lake 

Lincoln 

Norfolk 

Omaha 

Scotts- 

Total 

Valley 

Oak 

Loup 


Boyer 

Island 

McC 




bluff 


. 

12 

1 

5 

23 

4 

5 

14 

12 

23 

4 

103 

3 

75 

7 

2 

174 

42 

26 

49 

37 

62 

42 

519 


3 

4 

2 

1 

- 

6 

1 

2 

- 

3 

22 

2 

101 

2 

6 

100 

58 

15 

197 

48 

45 

92 

666 

- 

2 

- 

19 

- 

8 

26 

- 

2 

* 

50 

107 

27 

401 

9,602 

70 

301 

48 

8 

195 

152 

164 

34 

11,002 

_ 

77 

2 

25 

146 

37 

259 

85 

6 

67 

424 

1,128 

1 

28 

5 

52 

261 

15 

17 

26 

64 

284 

21 

774 

. 

_ 

_ 

. 

12 

- 

- 

- 

- 

25 

- 

37 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

- 

1 

5 

1 

- 

13 

22 

10 

59 

5 


92 

18 

14 

29 

36 

124 

7 

394 

_ 


. 

6 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

8 

. 

10 

_ 

. 

2 

6 

3 

18 

5 

14 

- 

58 

. 

1 

_ 

. 

5 

- 

- 

- 

- 

10 

1 

17 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 


2 





2 

_ 

. 

- 

- 

4 

_ 


. 

1 

- 

- 

6 

- 

- 

- 

2 

9 

_ 

19 

. 

. 

3 

2 

5 

13 

6 

6 

- 

54 

_ 

_ 

. 

. 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

_ 

44 

11 

- 

86 

8 

1 

23 

2 

61 

- 

236 


UJ 

U) 
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2003 Christmas Bird Count 



Beaver Branched 
Valley Oak 

Calamus 

Loup 

Crawford 

DeSoto 

Boyer 

Grand 

Island 

Lake 

McC 

Lincoln 

Norfolk 

Omaha 

Scotts- 

bluff 

Total 

Mountain Bluebird 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5 

Townsend's Solitaire 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

33 

- 

- 

- 

19 

54 

Hermit Thrush 

- 

2 

- 

- 

5 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

8 

American Robin 

179 

6,148 

13,136 

- 

90 

99 

518 

1,749 

393 

65 

75 

22,452 

Brown Thrasher 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

■ 

• 

1 

European Starling 

137 

1,541 

5,940 

211 

5,806 

15,568 

1,344 

3,341 

4,399 

3,177 

3,352 

44,816 

Cedar Waxwing 

- 

48 

44 

- 

154 

32 

4 

236 

25 

48 

2 

593 

Yellow-rumped Warbler 

1 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

2 

5 

- 

2 

- 

12 

Spotted Towhee 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Eastern Towhee 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

" 

■ 

“ 

“ 

“ 

" 

2 

American Tree Sparrow 

63 

532 

166 

160 

579 

192 

345 

543 

125 

80 

87 

2,872 

Field Sparrow 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

10 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

10 

Fox Sparrow 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

- 

3 

Song Sparrow 

- 

14 

1 

57 

10 

1 

24 

7 

3 

1 

17 

135 

Swamp Sparrow 

- 

- 

- 

■ 

2 

■ 

1 

" 


■ 


3 

White-throated Sparrow 

. 

1 

. 

- 

13 

- 

- 

1 

- 

5 

1 

21 

Harris’ Sparrow 

- 

29 

- 

- 

7 

8 

1 

21 

2 

7 

- 

75 

White-crowned Sparrow 

- 

9 

- 

- 

- 

2 

75 

1 

- 

- 

14 

101 

sparrow sp 

- 

19 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

19 

Dark-eyed Junco 

41 

787 

59 

98 

564 

198 

533 

607 

251 

332 

268 

3,738 
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Lapland Longspur 
Snow Bunting 
Northern Cardinal 
Red-winged Blackbird 
Meadowlark sp. 

Rusty Blackbird 
Brewer’s Blackbird 
Common Grackle 
Brown-headed Cowbird 
blackbird sp. 

Purple Finch 
House Finch 
Red Crossbill 
Common Redpoll 
Pine Siskin 

American Goldfinch 
House Sparrow 

TOTAL SPECIES 
TOTAL INDIVIDUALS 


2003 Christmas Bird Count 


Beaver Branched 
Valley Oak 

Calamus 

Loup 

Crawford 

DeSoto 

Boyer 

Grand 

Island 

- 

- 

15 

- 

6 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5 

- 

- 

86 

3 

- 

154 

36 

16 

258 

1,020 

2 

88 

294 

- 

93 

- 

- 

128 

94 

. 

- 

- 

- 

1 

4 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

2 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

10 

- 

- 

2 

- 

642 

60 

- 

- 

- 

- 

. 

111 

1 

. 

34 

. 

- 

94 

10 

7 

30 

68 

- 

- 

- 

25 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

6 

3 

250 

193 

119 

126 

165 

8 

347 

59 

140 

493 

132 

28 

64 

54 

37 

64 

65 

1,299 

17,486 

36,190 

1,302 

12,195 

29,335 


Lake 

Lincoln 

Norfolk 

Omaha 

Scotts- 

Total 

McC 

2 

_ 

1 

bluff 

16 

40 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5 

15 

136 

42 

145 

4 

621 

255 

2 

45 

73 

136 

2,189 

5 

94 

2 

- 

14 

430 

. 

_ 

_ 

. 

. 

5 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

2 

37 

2 

1 

- 

4 

48 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

14 

- 

3 

- 

- 

- 

705 

2 

13 

2 

60 

. 

223 

184 

154 

27 

32 

116 

722 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

25 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5 

- 

1 

- 

- 

70 

78 

244 

256 

181 

234 

108 

1,879 

295 

511 

762 

433 

677 

3,857 

105 

57 

56 

60 

72 

131 

67,753 

11,980 

7,557 

9,142 

28,166 

222,405 


U) 
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SPRING FIELD REPORT, March-May 2004 
compiled by W. Ross Silcock 
P.O. Box 57, Tabor, lA 51653 
silcock@rosssilcock.com 

INTRODUCTION 

This was a fairly typical spring with wide variations in temperature, although 
severe storms May 22 and 24 caused considerable damage to property and 
presumably nesting birds; dead robins and their blown-down nests were ubiquitous. 

There continues to be an accumulation of observations indicative of earlier 
arrival of some species as well as possibly related range expansion northward of 
others (see species accounts for details). Notably early were most of the swallow 
species. Long-billed Curlew, and Bobolink. Northward range expansion seems to be 
occurring with Scissor-tailed Flycatcher, Hooded Warbler, and Summer Tanager. 
Numbers of Piping Plovers and Snowy Plovers at L McConaughy and Harlan Co 
Res are increasing, especially at McConaughy, as a result of extremely low water 
levels and resulting huge expanses of sand. A Greater Roadrunner was seen (see 
below). 

Another adaptation that may be significant is the discovery at a few locations 
of Greater Prairie-Chickens booming in agricultural fields. Black-capped Chickadees 
are still scarce to non-existent south of the Platte Valley, from Lincoln west. No one 
has come up with a convincing explanation of what is happening, although West 
Nile Virus and drought are leading the speculation. 

Interesting was the number of eastern warblers found in the west. Most 
significant were Blue-winged, Cape May, Black-throated Blue (only 3rd Panhandle 
spring record). Black-throated Green, Bay-breasted, Kentucky, and Mourning. 
Mentioned above. Hooded Warbler provided an amazing 7 sightings statewide. The 
Curve-billed Thrasher continues at ihe Frimann Ranch in Sioux County, where it is 
now feeding a brood of Common Grackles! 

Significant field work was done by Mark Brogie in Antelope and Knox 
Counties and Joel Jorgensen in the Rainwater Basin this spring. Brogie discovered 
several territorial Northern Saw-Whet Owls; breeding by this species has not been 
proven in the state for many years. Jorgensen studied Buff-breasted Sandpipers and 
counted about 15% of the world's population passing through the Rainwater Basin 
this spring, an indication of the international importance of this region to migrating 
waterbirds. 

A vexing problem for records committees is introgression. When does 
introgression reach a point where a report cannot be accepted as of a certain species? 
Excellent photos of a purported Glossy Ibis in the Rainwater Basin allowed far more 
detailed examination than that available in the field, and showed that there were 
some White-faced Ibis genes present. This is also a problem with species pairs such 
the grosbeaks, orioles, etc., in Nebraska. 

Perhaps not surprising, given its occurrence in northern Kansas, a Greater 
Roadrunner was seen in Phelps County, pending Records Committee acceptance, the 
first record for Nebraska. The state's 5th Cave Swallow was found at L Ogallala; all 
are from the L McConaughy area. Other rarities (for spring) were a Red-throated 
Loon, a Red-necked Grebe, and two Dusky Flycatchers, the flycatchers identified by 
highly-experienced observers. 

Finally, a note about "fledglings". I receive reports of "adults feeding 
fledglings" which suggests to me the altricial young are out of the nest, but still 
dependent on the adults, much like precocial young of Killdeer and Piping Plovers. 
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Wondering about the correct use of the term, and not being ornithological ly trained, 

I looked it up, and discovered (Pettingill, Ornithology) that a fledgling is indeed "an 
altricial young bird from the time it leaves the nest until it becomes independent of 
its parents". Fledging is the point of first flight. Thus it might take a fledgling 
some time to fledge, and a fledgling may or may not have fledged! 

ABBREVIATIONS 

ADF: Arbor Day Farm, Otoe Co; BOL: Branched Oak L, Lancaster Co; CCM: 

Clear Creek Marshes, Keith/Garden Cos; Cem: Cemetery; FF; Fontenelle Forest, 
Sarpy Co; FL: Funk Lagoon, Phelps Co; GPD: Gavins Point Dam, Cedar/Knox 
Cos; HCR; Harlan Co Res, Harlan Co; ICSP; Indian Cave SP, Nemaha/Richardson 
Cos; L; Lake; LM: L McConaughy, Keith Co; LO; L Ogallala (+L Keystone), Keith 
Co; m.ob.: many observers; NM: National Monument; NOURC: Nebraska 
Ornithologists' Union Records Committee; NWR: National Wildlife Refuge; PL: 
Pawnee L, Lancaster Co; Res: Reservoir; RWB: Rainwater Basin; eRWB mostly 
Fillmore, Clay and surrounding counties, wRWB mostly Phelps Co; SCP: Spring 
Creek Prairie, Lancaster Co; SHP: State Historical Park; SL: Sewage Lagoon(s); 

SP: State Park; WMA: Wildlife Management Area (State); WP: Wilderness Park, 
Lincoln; WPA: Waterfowl Production Area (Federal); WSR: Wind Springs Ranch, 
Sioux Co. 


GAZETTEER: 

Abomination Marsh: Douglas Co; 

Harvard Marsh WPA: Clay Co; 

Hummel Park: Douglas Co; 

Kiowa WMA: Scotts Bluff Co; 

L Alice: Scotts Bluff Co; 

L Minatare: Scotts Bluff Co; 

Oliver Res: Kimball Co; 

Pine Ridge: Ponderosa Pine-covered escarpment in northwest Nebraska; 
Rowe Sanctuary: Buffalo Co; 

Scotts Bluff NM: Scotts Bluff Co; 

Wildcat Hills NC: Scotts Bluff Co. 

OBSERVERS 

AD: Ann Duey, Scotts Bluff Co; 

AK: Alice Kenitz, Gering; 

AR: Alice Rumery, Kearney; 

ARe: Allen Reyer, Bellevue; 

AS: Audrey Sterkel, Sidney; 

AW: Anne Wilber, Cherokee, OK; 

BFH: Bill F. Huser, South Sioux City; 

BP: Babs Padelford, Bellevue; 

BW: Bruce Walgren, Casper, WY; 

CC: Cris Camine, CO; 

CF: Carol Falk, Nebraska City; 

CH: Carolyn Hall, Bassett; 

CHy: Carr Heaney, Omaha; 
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CNK: Clem N. Klaphake, Bellevue; 

CTK: Charles Thomton-Kolbe, CO; 

CWH: C.W. (Bill) Huntley, Ogallala; 

DC: Donna Chance, Wathena, KS; 

DD: Dean Drawbaugh, Scottsbluff; 

DL: Daniel Leger, Lincoln; 

DM: David Mills, Omaha; 

DP: Don Paseka, Ames; 

DS: Darrell Shambaugh, Somonauk, IL; 
DSt: Dave Stage, Lincoln; 

DW: Donna Walgren, Casper, WY; 

EB: Elliott Bedows, Bellevue; 

EV: Eric Volden, Kearney; 

GH: Glen Hoge, Alma; 

GHa: Gerard Harbison, Lincoln; 

HA: Hemy Armknecht, Ovid, CO; 

HKH: Helen K. Hughson, Mitchell; 

JC: Jamalee Clark, Gering; 

JED: James E. Ducey, Omaha; 

JGJ: Joel G. Jorgensen, Blair; 

JH: Jerry Householder, Mt. Vernon, WA; 
JJ: Jan Johnson, Wakefield; 

JK: Josef Kren, Lincoln; 

JO: Jerry Oldenettel, Socorro, NM; 

JP: Jan Paseka, Ames; 

JSt: Jon Strong, Omaha; 

JT: Jerry Toll, Omaha; 

JWH: John W. Hall, Omaha; 

KD: Kathy DeLara, Mitchell; 

KDn: Kenny Dinan, Grand Island; 

KK: Ken Kinman, Hays, KS; 

KP: Kevin Poague, Lincoln; 

LAG: Linda Andes-Georges, Boulder, CO; 
LB: Laurel Badura, Kearney; 

LE: Larry Einemann, Lincoln; 

LF: Laurence Falk, Nebraska City; 

LO: Linda Ollinger, Wilsonville; 

LP: Loren Padelford, Bellevue; 

LR: Lanny Randolph, Gibbon; 

LRB: Linda R. Brown, Lincoln; 

MA: Mark Armstrong, Bellevue; 

MB: Mark Brogie, Creighton; 

ML: Mark Land, Overland Park, KS; 

MM: Marty Mathieson, Shelton; 

MS: Mary Schatz, Omaha; 

MSu: Mark Suomala, Epsom, NH; 

MUs: Moni Usasz, Lincoln; 

NB: Norma Brockmoller, Winside; 

NF: Nancy Fish, Nuckolls Co; 

NP: Neva Pruess, Lincoln; 

NR: Neal Ratzlaff, Omaha; 

PD: Phyllis Drawbaugh, Scottsbluff; 
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PDu; Paul Dunbar, Hastings; 

PL: Paul Lehman, Cape May, NJ; 

RE: Rick Eades, Lincoln; 

RG: Ruth Green, Bellevue; 

RH: Robin Harding, Gibbon; 

RS: Rick Schmid, Bellevue; 

SJD: Stephen J. Dinsmore, Starkville, MS; 

TEL: Thomas E. Labedz, Lincoln; 

TH; Tom Hoffman, Omaha; 

TJW: TJ. Walker, Brady; 

TP: Theresa Pester, Lincoln; 

WH: Wanda Hoge, Alma; 

WM: Wayne Mollhoff, Ashland; 

WRS: W. Ross Silcock, Tabor, lA. 

SPECIES ACCOUNTS 

Greater White-fronted Goose: Best single count was 5000 at Freeman Lakes WPA, 
York Co, and North Lake Basin WMA, Seward Co, 12 Mar (CNK). Total for the 
eRWB was 40,000-70,000 (JGJ). One was still in north-central Nebraska 15 May 
(CTK). 

Snow Goose: Best single count was an estimated 1,000,000, a "river” of birds for 
20 minutes on 3 Mar in the Gibbon area (LR,RH). A local TV report in Kearney 
put the total at 2,000,000 in the central Platte Valley 15 Mar (fide LR,RH). An 
estimated 200,000-500,000 were in the eRWB 14 Mar (JGJ). 

Ross’s Goose: Reports were statewide, peaking at 400 in Lincoln Co 5 Apr (TJW). 
Other good counts were 300-320 in the eRWB 14-23 Mar (JGJ,PL). 

Canada Goose: One was incubating on an early date of 26 Mar in Lincoln Co 
(TJW). 

Brant: One at Rowe Sanctuary 14 Mar was of the eastern race bernicla (fide 
LR,RH); this subspecies is reported most often in Nebraska. There are now 8 
spring and 17 fall reports of this species. 

Trumpeter Swan: Routine reports. 

Tundra Swan: None were reported. 

Wood Duck: Earliest brood was of 11 two-day-old young at L Maloney, Lincoln 
Co, 18 May (TJW). 

Gadwall: Routine reports. 

Eurasian Wigeon; Regular but rare in spring, there were 2 reports: single males 
were at Hupp (Prairie Marsh) WMA, Thayer Co, 14 Mar (JGJ, photos), and 2.5 
miles south of Geneva 20 Mar (JSt). 

American Wigeon: Routine reports. 

American Black Duck: None were reported; this is a rare spring migrant in the east. 

Mallard: Routine reports. 

Blue-winged Teal: Earliest were 4 in the eRWB 14 Mar (JGJ), and best count an 
excellent 1080 at North Platte SL 2 May (WRS). Record spring count is 1825. 

Cinnamon Teal: Widely reported, about 50 in all. Best count was 12 at Schmidt 
Implement Pond, Scotts Bluff Co, 21 Apr (PD,DD), and reports from the east, 
where the birds are rare, were of singles at Walnut Creek L, Sarpy Co, 6-10 May 
(CNK,MS) and at Abomination Marsh 29-30 May (CHy). 

Northern Shoveler: A favored location in spring is the North Platte SL, where a 
record 3700 were counted 2 May (WRS) and "thousands" were present 8 Apr 
(TJW). 
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Northern Pintail: Good single-location counts in the eRWB 14 Mar were 4500 and 
3330, with a day total of 20,000 (JGJ). High spring counts are at 75,000+. 

Green-winged Teal: Rather late for the location away from known breeding areas 
were 6 in Cuming Co 25 May (DP,JP). A rather large count for the date was the 
146, mostly males, at LM 14 May (SJD); there are surprisingly few breeding 
records for the state. 

Canvasback: A female with 6 young was at Rat L, Cherry Co, 21 May (JED). 
Breeding reports from Cherry Co are few; in recent years most are in Garden Co. 

Redhead: Four at Alma 29 May (GH,WH) were rather late. 

Ring-necked Duck: Routine reports. 

Greater Scaup: May reports are few, but 2 were at Abomination Marsh 3 May (JT), 
one was 5th latest on record at Walnut Creek L, Sarpy Co, 6-11 May (JSt,CNK). 

Lesser Scaup: Routine reports. 

Long-tailed Duck: A rare spring migrant, singles were at unusual locations for the 
species away from large reservoirs: one at Alma East SL 21 Mar (GH, WH,MSu) 
and the other at Fairmont SL 4-5 Apr (JGJ, photo, BP,LP). 

Bufflehead: The only May reports were of up to 20 at LO 2-16 May (WRS,SJD); 
all appeared to be immatures (WRS). 

Common Goldeneye: A female remained at LO through 16 May (SJD,TJW), a 
rather late date. 

Hooded Merganser: The last alternate male reported was on 16 May at LO (SJD), 
rather late for a migrant and only the 5th such May record; breeding is almost 
unknown in Nebraska. 

Common Merganser: A few stragglers were noted, latest one at BOL 29-31 May 
(LE); 2 singles were in Scotts Bluff Co 22 May (AK). Four (3 males, one female) 
were still at LO 19 May (TJW,SJD). 

Red-breasted Merganser: Rare westward, except at LO and LM, where possibly the 
same female was sighted 23 Apr (TJW) and 13-15 May (SJD). 

Ruddy Duck: Best count was the 2nd-highest ever for spring: 400 at North Platte 
SL 2 May (WRS); 200+ were still there 20 May (TJW). 

Chukar: A few birds, mostly singles, were reported across the state. These are 
certainly released or escaped birds, usually related to hunting or dog training 
(TJW). 

Gray Partridge: The Panhandle population was represented by 2 that showed up at 
the WSR back yard in a snow-storm 10 Apr (HKH). None were reported from the 
north or east. 

Ring-necked Pheasant: Routine reports. 

Sharp-tailed Grouse: Easterly were birds at a southern Knox Co lek 25 Apr (MB) 
and one displaying with prairie-chickens at the well-known Taylor Ranch lek 
northwest of Grand Island 21 Mar (ML). 

Greater Prairie-Chicken: Intriguing were reports of booming birds in crop fields 
rather than the usual grasslands; the degree to which these birds tolerate 
agricultural practices may turn out to be an important factor in their continued 
survival in southern Nebraska. Also of interest is that these reports came from 
counties where few if any prairie-chickens have been noted for some years. A 
group of 10-15 males was in a cornfield adjacent to grassland in Lincoln Co 17 
Mar (TJW), 16 birds, including a female, were in a central Fillmore Co cornfield 
with no nearby grasslands 24 May (JGJ), and 30-35 birds were in a wheat field 
planted this year to com in Franklin Co 23 Mar (NF). Best counts were 100+ at 
6 leks in McPherson Co 16 Apr (TJW) and 100 at several leks in Johnson Co 2 
Apr, including a lek near Vesta with 30-40 birds (TEL). Furthest northeast were 2 
leks with 11 birds in northwest Dixon Co 17 Apr (BFH); at least 20 leks were 
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located in Knox Co (MB). The Taylor Ranch lek near Grand Island had 20-25 
males and 7-10 females 21 Mar (ML). 

Wild Turkey: Best count was of 400 in Kearney Co 12 Mar; birds were displaying 
there later in the month (RG). Earliest nest with eggs was in Lincoln Co 12 Apr 
(TJW). 

Northern Bobwhite: Uncommon in the Niobrara area, one was along Bazile Creek 5 
May (BFH). A nest with 10 eggs was found in Harlan Co 23 May (GH,WH), 
where it is also uncommon. Westerly Platte Valley reports were from Lincoln Co 
(TJW), Garden Co (BW,DW), and Scotts Bluff Co (AK). 

Red-throated Loon: Only the 4th documented spring record was a bird molting 
into alternate plumage at L Minatare 27 May-2 Jun (PL,JO). All of the 
documented records are in May-early Jun. 

Common Loon: Best count was 12 at LO 23 Apr (TJW), an excellent count for a 
westerly location. 

Pied-billed Grebe: Routine reports. 

Horned Grebe: One near North Platte 9-11 Mar was rather early (TJW). About 22 
were reported statewide. 

Red-necked Grebe: The only report, and only the 2nd documented spring report, 
was one in alternate plumage at LO 23 Apr (TJW). This species has occurred 
annually at LO for a few years now, mostly in fall. 

Eared Grebe: Two of the best 3 spring counts ever were the 460 at North Platte SL 
2 May (WRS) and 392 in Sheridan Co 18 May (SJD). 

Western Grebe; Best count was a moderate 713 at LM 13 May (SJD); numbers 
were ordinary this spring. 

Clark's Grebe: Excellent numbers were reported this spring, a total of about 62, 
including an amazing 48 at LO and LM 14 May (SJD). Only casual in the east, 
one was at L North, Platte Co, 23 May (DP,JP). 

American White Pelican: Best count was a moderate 625 in Dodge Co 14 Mar 
(JK). 

Double-crested Cormorant: Huge numbers were noted this spring, with best counts 
a record 5000 roosting in trees just west of Odessa 4 Apr (TJW) and 2500 in 
Dodge Co 14 Apr (JK). 

American Bittern: Routine reports. 

Least Bittern: None were reported; this is a regular, although uncommon, spring 
migrant. 

Great Blue Heron: New rookeries reported were in Lincoln, with 17 nests 24 Mar 
(LE); at Pawnee Slough, Lincoln Co, with 5 nests 26 Mar (TJW); and north of 
Mitchell in Sioux Co, with 11+ nests 17 Apr (AK,PD, DD). Largest rookery 
reported was 5 miles south of Merritt Res, Cherry Co, with 37 nests 16 May 
(NP). Earliest rookery activity was rather early on 14 Mar just east of Gothenburg 
along 1-80 (TJW). 

Great Egret: Rare westward, with only about 23 Panhandle records, close were 2 at 
LO 23 Apr (TJW) and one there 15 May (SJD). About 47 were reported in all. 

Snowy Egret; Only about 6 were reported, a poor showing. Rare westward, one was 
at LM 13-15 May (SJD). 

Little Blue Heron: About average for a spring, 3 were reported: singles were at 
Straightwater WMA, Seward Co, 12 May (JGJ), in Clay Co 21 May (JGJ), and at 
Jack Sinn WMA, Lancaster Co, 29-31 May, an immature (LE). 

Cattle Egret; About 49 passed through this spring, a moderate showing. 

Green Heron: One at South Sioux City 21 Mar (BFH) was rather early, and singles 
at LO 14-16 May (SJD), Lewellen 17 May (BW,DW), and at LM 19 May (TJW) 
were westerly for the species. 
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Black-crowned Night-Heron: Best count was 12 in Lincoln 9 May (LE). 

Yellow-crowned Night-Heron: None were reported; this is a rare spring migrant. 

Glossy Ibis: One photographed near Krause WPA, Fillmore Co, 21-22 May 

(JGJ,PDu) would have been Nebraska's 4th record, but there was some doubt as to 
its purity; close examination of photos taken by JGJ suggested (see 
http://www.iorgensencontracting.com/birding.htm ) some introgression with 
White-faced Ibis (pers. comm. Jim Arterbum), a probably under-appreciated 
phenomenon in Plegadis ibises on the Great Plains (Arterbum and Grzybowski, 

N. Am. Birds 57:136-139.) 

White-faced Ibis: Easterly was one at Abomination Marsh 4 May (JT). 

Turkey Vulture: This species is becoming more numerous it seems, with excellent 
counts of 80 at Gering 3 Apr (AK) and 50+ in Johnson Co 10 Apr (CNK). Rather 
early were two different birds in Omaha 5 Mar (EB, JGJ) and another at Rowe 
Sanctuaiy 8 Mar (GH,WH). 

Osprey: Routine reports. 

Mississippi Kite: Returning birds were at Ogallala 14-15 May (SJD). 

Bald Eagle: Nesting was underway in Apr at sites near Odessa (LR,RH) and at 
DeSoto NWR, Washington Co (DS), and, for the 13th year, chicks were present at 
L Alice 17 Apr (fide AK). Late adults, likely nesting nearby, were at Burwell 25 
Apr (LR,RH) and in Kearney Co 28 Apr (RG), the latter likely from the Odessa 
nest site. An older immature was near an unoccupied nest in Lincoln Co 12 May 
(TJW). 

Northern Harrier; Excellent spring counts were the 30-40 in southwest Nebraska 30 
Mar (TJW) and 24 (eating waterfowl corpses!) in the eRWB 14 Mar (JGJ). A pair 
was building a nest at HCR 12 May (SJD). 

Sharp-shinned Hawk: Routine reports. 

Cooper’s Hawk: Routine reports. 

Northern Goshawk: Two were reported, one each at Harvard Marsh 28 Mar (PDu) 
and at ICSP 4 Apr (WRS). 

Red-shouldered Hawk: None were reported; this species occurs most years at FF. 

Broad-winged Hawk: Few were reported, typical of recent springs. A surprise was 
a one-year-old bird at LO 15 May (SJD,WRS), where it is rare. One was at FF 17 
Apr (CNK,BP,LP) but unreported subsequently, while 1-2 at Hummel Park 3 
May (JT) and 31 May (BP,LP) may have been nesting, as likely was one at ICSP 
30 May (WRS). 

Swainson's Hawk: Earliest was in Lincoln Co 29 Mar (TJW), and best count 54 
near Mitchell 29 Apr, including one dark phase bird (KD). First nest-building 
noted was in Lincoln Co 26 Apr (TJW). 

Red-tailed Hawk: Earliest incubating bird was at Republican City 7 Mar (GH,WH). 
A tiest with 2 chicks was in Omaha's Towl Park 9 May (NR). Only one "Harlan's 
Hawk" was reported, at HCR 28 Mar (AR) 

Ferruginous Hawk; Routine reports. 

Rough-legged Hawk: Routine reports. 

Golden Eagle; One was incubating in Long Canyon, Banner Co, 1 May (WRS). 

American Kestrel: Routine reports. 

Merlin: Only 9 were reported, scattered statewide through 15 May in Keith Co (JT). 

Prairie Falcon: Easterly were singles at FL 28 Mar (AR) and near Alma 29 Mar 
(GH,WH). 

Peregrine Falcon: An amazing 5 were counted at LM 13 May (SJD); about 13 were 
reported in total statewide. Of interest was a pair nesting in Topeka, KS, both of 
which were fledged in Omaha, the male in 1999 and the female in 2002 (DC). 

One in Lincoln Co 31 Mar was rather early (DS). 
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Virginia Rail: Routine reports. 

Sora: One at Nathan's L, Washington Co, 21 Apr (JT) was a little early. 

American Coot: Best count was an excellent 1645 in Lancaster Co 17 Apr (LE). 

Sandhill Crane: Numbers peaked at about 500,000 in the Fort Kearny area of 
central Nebraska late Mar (RG); "hundreds of thousands" were said to be in one 
field near Doniphan 20 Mar (ML). Clearly it is difficult to estimate numbers of 
these birds! A good westerly concentration was the 12,000-15,000 between 
Hershey and North Platte 24 Mar (TJW), and 500 were in Scotts Bluff Co 2 Apr 
(fide KD). 

Whooping Crane: A single with Sandhill Cranes was along the Platte River in 
Hall Co 8-14 Mar; it had wintered in northern Texas, never reaching Aransas 
(AW); it was likely the bird seen flying north with Sandhill Cranes over Hays, 

KS, 10 Feb (KK). The only other report was of two pairs of adults below the 
Cams bridge on the Niobrara River 15-16 Apr; 2 others were upstream from there 
(fide CH). 

Black-bellied Plover: A good count was the 49 at LM 15 May (SJD). 

American Golden-Plover: Good numbers moved through the eRWB in early May, 
peaking at an excellent 500 on 9 May (JGJ). Rather early were 12 there on 4 Apr 
(JGJ), and a basic-plumaged bird at LM 27 May (PL) was tardy. 

Snowy Plover: Numbers are increasing in the state, most obviously at LM and 
HCR due to extensive drought-induced exposed shoreline, but the 5 migrants 
reported in the RWB were also more than usual: 2 were in Adams Co 28 Apr 
(PDu,RG,EV), and 3 separate singles were in the eRWB 9 May (JGJ). A new 
nesting location (the 3rd known) was HCR, where 3 pairs and a lone male as well 
as a nest with 3 eggs were found 12 May (SJD). A total of 7 had arrived at LM by 
27 May (PL,JO), following a male there 13 May (SJD). 

Semipalmated Plover: Routine reports. 

Piping Plover: As with Snowy Plover, numbers of this species are increasing. An 
excellent count of 11 migrants at 8 eRWB locations was made 1-3 May (JGJ). 
Another 11 were at the west end of LM by 2 May (WRS), and numbers had 
increased to 103 at LM by 14 May (SJD). 

Killdeer: Large flocks of migrants were noted in the eRWB 14 Mar; 141 and 87 
were the biggest, with a total of 442 birds counted (JGJ). Earliest young were still 
in a nest 28 Apr in Dodge Co (DP,JP), and young were running along a road 2 
May near Lincoln (LE). 

Mountain Plover: The only reports were from the Kimball Co stronghold: 4 birds 
on 16 Mar (CC fide AK), the earliest date ever by 10 days, and a single on 17 
May (SJD). 

Black-necked Stilt: This species is becoming more generally established in the 
Panhandle. A total of 17 birds, 7 pairs plus 3 males, were found in Sheridan Co 
18 May (SJD), and a pair was nesting at the County Road F Pond, near Kiowa 
WMA, by 22 May (KD,AK,PL,JO). A single was in the wet meadows north of 
North Platte airport 26 May (fide TJW). 

American Avocet: Earliest were 16 in Cherry Co 28 Mar, seen in flight from a 
helicopter, no less (JED). Several pairs were nesting in the Kiowa WMA area by 
17 Apr (AK), and an adult with 4 small chicks was seen there 25 May (KD). 

Greater Yellowlegs: Rather late were singles near Waco 15 May (JGJ) and at 
Abomination Marsh 30 May (CHy). 

Lesser Yellowlegs: Routine reports. 

Solitary Sandpiper: One at the North Platte Fish Hatchery 27 May (TJW) was 3rd 
latest ever for spring. 

Willet: Uncommon in the east and also rather late was one at Abomination Marsh 
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30 May (CHy). Good eastern counts were 18 near Hastings 28 Apr (PDu) and 18 
at Tecumseh SL 25 Apr (CNK). 

Spotted Sandpiper: An excellent count was 31 at LM 13 May (SJD); most of these 
were probably migrants, but the 18 in Scotts Bluff Co 27 May (KD) were likely 
local breeders. 

Upland Sandpiper; A good count was 19 in Sheridan Co 18 May (SJD). At this 
location and date, these were likely local breeders. 

Whimbrel; LM is a favored location for migrants during the short migration 
window: 63, a record spring tally, were there 16 May, but only one on 14 May 
and 10 on 15 May (SJD). Rare elsewhere, one was at North Hultine WPA, Clay 
Co, 11 May (JGJ). 

Long-billed Curlew: Only the 2nd RWB record in the last 50 years was one well- 
described at Deep Well WMA, Hamilton Co, 16 Apr (KDn); the other was in 
Fillmore Co 27 Apr 2003 (JGJ). Singles in central Cherry Co 21 Mar (JED) and 
at WSR 23 Mar (HKH) were 2nd and 4th earliest ever. A good count was 10 in 
the meadow north of LO 23 Apr (TJW); concentrations are unusual in spring. 

Hudsonian Godwit: A good count was 70 in the eRWB 9 May (JGJ). Rare 
westward, one was at LM 27 May (PL,JO). 

Marbled Godwit: Rather late was one at LM 27 May (PL,JO). Peak count at LM 
was 31 on 2 May (WRS), and 15 were in the meadow north of LO by 23 Apr 
(TJW). The 13 birds east of Creighton 25 Apr (MB) were the most easterly this 
spring. 

Ruddy Turnstone: About normal for spring were the 8 birds in 4 locations: one in 
York Co 12 May (JGJ), 4 at LM 13-15 May (SJD), one in the eRWB 21 May 
(JGJ), and 2 at L North, Platte Co, 23 May (DP,JP). The LM record is only the 
12th for the western half of the state. 

Sanderling: An excellent count was 142 at LM and LO 14 May (SJD); the 3 
highest spring counts are from LM and all are 14-15 May. 

Semipalmated Sandpiper: Best count was 700 at Prairie Marsh WMA, Thayer Co, 
3 May (JGJ). 

Western Sandpiper: Reports of this rare spring migrant during the expected 
migration period, late Apr and early May, were of singles at Deep Well WMA, 
Hamilton Co, 27 Apr (LB); in Kearney Co 28 Apr (RG); 3 at the North Platte 
Fish Hatchery 5 May (TJW); and one in the Valentine area 15 May (MB, CTK). 
Rather late was one compared to Semipalmated Sandpipers in Dodge Co 23 May 
(DP,JP, details). 

Least Sandpiper: Rather early were singles near Alda 22 Mar (PL) and at Harvard 
Marsh, Clay Co, 28 Mar (PDu). 

White-rumped Sandpiper: Routine reports. 

Baird's Sandpiper: A record spring count was the 1000+ in the eRWB 9 May 
(JGJ); 929 were at 3 locations 6 May (JGJ). 

Pectoral Sandpiper: Routine reports. 

Dunlin: Few were reported, including one at LM 13 May (SJD), only the 7th for 
Lincoln Co westward. The only other reports were of one in the eRWB 2 May 
(JGJ), 3 in Sarpy Co 6 May (CNK), and one near Valentine 15 May (MB,CTK). 

Stilt Sandpiper: Routine reports. 

Buff-breasted Sandpiper: Joel Jorgensen was studying this species in the eRWB 
this spring and found a remarkable 2174 birds 1-25 May, including single¬ 
location counts of 121 near Griess WPA, Fillmore Co, 22 May and 111 at 
Freeman Lakes WPA, York Co, 6 May. The total represents about 15% of the 
world population of the species, highlighting the significance of the extremely 
narrow eRWB migration corridor for Buff-breasted Sandpipers. No others were 
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reported. 

Short-billed Dowitcher: Good numbers, about 120, were reported at appropriate 
times and locations for this species, 2-21 May. Best counts were 40 at 
Abomination Marsh 4 May (JT) and 28-55 at LM 16-19 May (SJD,TJW). Rather 
late was one identified by calls at Jack Sinn WMA 29-31 May (LE). 

Long-billed Dowitcher: Amazing counts were made in the eRWB; an all-wetlands- 
covered record was the 3435 on 1-3 May, a record single-day total was the 3257 
on 2 May, and a record single location count was the 1670 at North Lake Basin 
WMA, Seward Co, 1 May (JGJ). 

Wilson's Snipe: An indication of the large numbers that pass through undetected 
came from the eRWB 4 Apr, where a Red-tailed Hawk flushed 46 at one wetland 
and a 200-foot walk at another wetland flushed 25; the day's total \vas 77 (JGJ). 
Unexpected was one displaying in Burt Co 6 May (DP,JP), somewhat southeast 
of the usual breeding range. 

American Woodcock: The only reports involved singles at ADF 19 Mar (LE) and 
at South Sioux City the same day (BFH), but "multi" birds were at Grove Lake 
WMA, Antelope Co, 31 Mar (MB). The latter is an indication that the breeding 
range is spreading westward in the Elkhom River Valley. 

Wilson's Phalafope: The North Platte SL is a staging area for this species in 
spring; a careful count of 8760 there on 2 May (WRS) was only the 2nd highest 
(to 10,000 on 6 May 1996). An excellent count also was the 3591 in Garden Co 
13 May (SJD), the 3rd hipest spring count ever. 

Red-necked Phalarope: By far a record spring count was the 460 in Sheridan Co 
18 May (SJD). Reports were from the eRWB westward. 

Franklin's Gull: Best count was a moderate 1750 in Garfield Co 25 Apr (LR,RH). 

Bonaparte's Gull: Rather late was one at HCR 30 May, the only one seen there 
during the season (GH, WH). 

Ring-billed Gull: Routine reports. 

California Gull: Few were reported. One was at Oliver Res 17 May (LE), and the 
others were at LM, where 8 were found 13 May, including 2 adults, 5 2nd 
alternate, and one 1 st alternate (SJD), and 4 on 27 May (PL,JO). 

Herring Gull: An adult at LM 13 May (SJD) provided the latest spring date for an 
adult on record; most adults are gone before May. 

Lesser Black-backed Gull: A first-winter bird at GPD 13 Mar was the first Knox 
Go record (MB) and 19th Nebraska spring record. 

Glaucous Gull: The only report was of one in Sarpy Co 20 Mar (EB). 

Great Black-backed Gull: A first alternate bird was at LM 15-16 May (SJD, 
details); this is only the 5th documented spring record for Nebraska and about the 
16th overall. 

Caspian Tern: Most sightings are in May and Jun, and so surprising were two 
mid-Apr reports. Two in southern Dodge Co 17 Apr (JK) were record early, and 
one at LO 23 Apr (TJW) was also rather early. 

Common Tern: Few were reported, with 1-3 at LM 13-27 May (SJD,PL,JO) and 
one at South Sioux City 13 May (BFH). 

Forster's Tern: Good counts were 90 at BOL 9 May (LE) and 90 at LM 13 May 
(SJD). 

Least Tern: This species arrives in Nebraska rather late; earliest was one at LM 16 
May (SJD). Another was there 27 May (PL), and, rare in the eRWB, one was at 
Spikerush WMA, York Co, 17 May (JGJ). No others were reported. 

Black Tern: Best count was a moderate 600 at LM 15 May (SJD). 

Rock Pigeon: Routine reports. 

Eurasian Collared-Dove: The only first county record was for Arthur Co, 14 May 
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(SJD), leaving 16 counties without records; Adams, Blaine, Boyd, Cedar, Cherry, 
Gosper, Grant, Hooker, Jefferson, Keya Paha, Logan, Loup, Pawnee, Saline, 
Sherman, and Thomas. 

Ringed Turtle-Dove: A few appear to be occurring with Eurasian Collared-Doves; 
some were released near Mitchell recently (see Winter Report), and one with 
collared-doves at a Brady feeder 26 Apr was photographed (TJW). 

White-winged Dove: Reports continue to accumulate for this species, which is 
moving northward on the Great Plains. The 3 singles reported were near Krause 
WPA, Fillmore Co, 2 May, the first eRWB record (JGJ), in Omaha 17 May 
(DC), and at West Lawn Cem, Gering, 26 May (PL,JO). There are now 29 
records, all since 1988. 

Mourning Dove: Earliest young reported were in Lincoln 12 May (NP). 

Black-billed Cuckoo: Only 3 were reported, singles at ICSP 12 May (SJD) and 22 
May (WRS), and at SCP 19 May (KP). 

Yellow-billed Cuckoo: A record spring count was 26 at ICSP 22 May (WRS). 

Greater Roadrunner: By far the most exciting record of the spring was Nebraska's 
first roadrunner (pending NOURC acceptance), a bird that ran across the road 29 
Mar a mile northwest of Funk in front of a car driven by folks familiar with the 
species (JH, details). There have been recent records not far from Nebraska, 
notably at Lawrence, KS, and at other locations in northern Kansas. Considering 
the influx of armadillos. White-winged Doves, and hot sauce, a roadrunner is not 
too surprising! 

Barn Owl; At least 4 individuals were found in the LM area 13-27 May (SJD, 
BW,DW,PL, m.ob.), and two were roosting in a bam in Scotts Bluff Co 17 Apr 
(AK). Another was in a cedar at Pawnee Slough, Lincoln Co, 26 Apr (TJW). 

Eastern Screech-Owl: Routine reports. 

Great Horned Owl: Routine reports. 

Burrowing Owl: Excellent counts were the 15-20 in Kearney Co 28 Apr (RG) and 
15 at the Scottsbluff Landfill area 8 May (PD,DD). Prairie Dog WPA, Kearney 
Co, hosted 5-6 on 17 Apr (MS). 

Barred Owl: At the west edge of the range was one east of Crete in Saline Co (LE). 

Long-eared Owl: The only reports were of singles in Dodge Co 28 Mar (DP,JP) 
and along Verdigre Creek in Knox Co 7 Apr (MB). 

Short-eared Owl: The two reports were from areas where breeding probably occurs: 
one at Walgren L, Sheridan Co, 5 May (BW,DW), and one at Kiowa WMA 25 
May(KD). 

Northern Saw-whet Owl: Patient work by Mark Brogie with help from Dave Heidt 
in the upper Verdigre River and Merriman Creek watersheds in Antelope and 
Knox Cos located 5 calling birds, 3 in Antelope Co 31 Mar-7 Apr, and 2 in Knox 
Co 7 Apr. This is the area where a road-killed juvenile was found on 25 May 
2002 (MB), and is indicative that breeding is occurring in the area. There has 
been no confirmed breeding in Nebraska for many years; until 2002 it was 
assumed that breeding occurred on the Pine Ridge, but no evidence exists. 

Common Nighthawk; Routine reports. 

Common Poor-will: Routine reports. 

Chuck-will’s-widow: One was reported 29 May at Wolf L, Saunders Co (TH), a 
regular summering location. 

Whip-poor-will; One 8 miles north of Creighton 23 Apr (MB) was both rather early 
and towards the west edge of the range. 

Chimney Swift: Routine reports. 

White-throated Swift: Rather early were 4 at Scotts Bluff NM, Scotts Bluff Co, 18 
Apr (PD,DD). 
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Ruby-throated Hummingbird: This species is only casual in the western half of 
the state, and so unexpected was a male in the observer's Brady yard 9-22 May; no 
female was seen (TJW). This is only the 3rd documented record for the western 
half of Nebraska; observers should not assume that hummingbirds seen west of 
about Grand Island (or anywhere) are Ruby-throats! An unidentified hummingbird 
at honeysuckle in Scottsbluff mid-late May could have been almost anything (fide 
AK). 

Belted Kingfisher: Routine reports. 

Red-headed Woodpecker: A good count of birds which probably wintered was 12 
at ICSP 14 Mar (WRS). 

Red-bellied Woodpecker: Routine reports. 

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker: One in Loup Co 30 May (DSt) was rather late; there are 
only 3 Jun and a few Jul records, but breeding is unknown. Intriguing was a 
report of a sapsucker near Odessa 29 Mar that had a red head and breast (LB); 
unfortunately it could not be refound. 

Downy Woodpecker: Routine reports. 

Hairy Woodpecker: Routine reports. 

Northern Flicker: An excellent count was 40-50 in Lincoln Co 27 Mar, including 
2-3 "Red-shafted" Flickers (TJW). 

Pileated Woodpecker: Reports were from regular locations: a pair nesting again this 
year in FF was noted 22 Apr (CNK), and one was heard at ICSP 22 May (WRS). 

Olive-sided Flycatcher: Only 3 were reported, at Towl Park, Omaha, 19 May (NR), 
ICSP 22 May (WRS), and at ADF 24 May (LF,CF). 

Western Wood-Pewee: Five singles were reported in the Panhandle, earliest one on 
17 May at WSR (HKH) and another the same day at Oliver Res (LE). 

Eastern Wood-Pewee: One was seen well by several observers at LO 15 May 
(LE,WRS,SJD); its lower mandible was entirely yellow and it lacked a "vested" 
appearance. Two reports in the east during the &st week of Apr were unconfirmed; 
neither calling bird was seen, and starlings or Black-capped Chickadee (BFH) 
vocalizations can sound like pewees. Normal arrival is in early May. 

Yellow-bellied Flycatcher: There were 2 reports: one was calling and seen well at 
ICSP 12 May (SJD) and another was well seen, although silent, at Krimlofski 
Tract, Neale Woods, 23 May (WRS). 

Acadian Flycatcher: Earliest was one calling in eastern Otoe Co 14 May near where 
one was heard last year (LF,CF). Excellent numbers were evident at ICSP, where 
8 were located 22 May (WRS) and one on 29 May (BP,LP). No others were 
reported. 

Alder Flycatcher: One was banded and measured at SCP 19 May (KP), but a 
sighting for 9 May, a rather early date, was undocumented. Five others were 
reported 22-24 May (BP,LP,WRS,NR). Earliest documented date is 12 May 
(specimen). 

Willow Flycatcher: Reports were statewide; earliest reports were singles at WP 8 
May (RE) and ADF 9 May (LF,CF). 

Least Flycatcher: Reports were numerous, starting with one at FF 4 May (BP,LP) 
and peaking with counts of 8 at Walnut Grove Park, Omaha, 21 May (JWH,WRS) 
and in Dixon Co 23 May (JJ). Last were 4 in Dixon Co 25 May (JJ). 

Dusky Flycatcher: There were two reports by very experienced observers. One was 
at West Lawn Cem, Gering, 17 May (SJD) and the other at Oliver Res 25-26 May 
(PL,JO). This is a casual spring migrant in the Panhandle, now with 4 records 9- 
26 May. 

Cordilleran Flycatcher: The only report of a migrant was of at least one bird at 
WSR 17-21 May (HKH). There are few reports of this species away from the 
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breeding range, none well-documented. 

Eastern Phoebe: Earliest were 2 singing birds at ICSP 14 Mar (WRS). 

Say's Phoebe: Rather early, and easternmost, was one at Stamford 21 Mar 
(GH,WH). 

Great Crested Flycatcher; Earliest were 2 at ADF 30 Apr (LF,CF). 

Cassin's Kingbird: Near the eastern edge of the Nebraska range was one north of 
Rushville 18 May (SJD). Two pairs were at the regular location south of 
Redington 20 May (WM). 

Western Kingbird: The 4th earliest ever was one near Gibbon 3 Apr (KD); there are 
late Mar records for Colorado. An amazing tally was the 311 in Keith Co 13 May 
(SJD), easily a record spring count. 

Eastern Kingbird: Also on 13 May in Keith Co, 94 were counted (SJD), a 3:1 
numerical advantage to Western Kingbirds at that location and date. Another great 
count and record was the 196 at HCR 12 May (SJD). Who but SJD would count 
kingbirds?? 

Scissor-tailed Flycatcher: A pair found in North Platte 18 May could not be 
refound later (TJW). This is the 31st spring report of this species. 

Northern Shrike: Routine reports. 

Loggerhead Shrike: A good count was the 23 in the Panhandle 1 May (WRS). 

Bell's Vireo: A good count was 8 singing males north of Hershey 22 May (TJW). 

Yellow-throated Vireo: Rather early was one at ADF 23 Apr (LF,CF), and a good 
count was the 6 at ICSP 29 May (BP,LP). At the western edge of its range in 
Knox Co, one at Bazile Creek WMA 10 May was at one of only 3 known 
summering locations in the county (MB). Westerly was one along the Niobrara 
River about 5 miles west of Norden Bridge 15 May (CTK). 

Plumbeous Vireo; Five migrants were reported 15-27 May, east to Ash Hollow 
SHP (BW,DW,SJD,AK,PL,JO). 

Blue-headed Vireo: Some 13 birds were reported 4-22 May, the latest somewhat 
westerly at Orleans (GH,WH); this appears to be only the 3rd spring record west 
of Grand Island. 

Warbling Vireo: Routine reports. 

Philadelphia Vireo: Four were reported, a good spring for this species. Singles 
were in southwest Dixon Co 29 Apr (JJ), rather early, Swanson Park, Omaha, 8 
May (CNK), Bazile Creek WMA, Knox Co, 10 May (MB), and at ICSP 12 May 
(SJD). 

Red-eyed Vireo: An excellent count was the 48 at ICSP 12 May (SJD). 

Blue Jay; Routine reports. 

Pinyon Jay: None were reported; this species is resident on the Pine Ridge. 

Black-billed Magpie; Adults were feeding young near Brule 17 May (TJW). The 
observers were prevented from discharging their ornithological duties (nest 
checking) by a pair that nested in a rather thorny locust tree at the edge of their 
range in Dodge Co (DP,JP). Two near Buckskin WMA, Dixon Co, 17 Apr (BFH) 
were also at the eastern edge of the range. 

American Crow: Routine reports. 

Horned Lark: One was carrying nest material near ICSP 14 Mar (WRS), and 
fledged young were found in Dodge Co 16 Apr (DP,JP). 

Purple Martin: Earliest was one at Minden 26 Mar (RG) and westerly a female at 
LO 15 May (TEL). Four were huddled in a snowstorm at Alma 12 Apr (GH,WH). 

Tree Swallow: Rather early were 3 at FF 20 Mar (EB). 

Violet-green Swallow: One at Chilibaba West Pond, Scotts Bluff Co, 23 Apr (fide 
AK) was record early. 

Northern Rough-winged Swallow: Rather early were singles at FF 3 Apr (EB) and 
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in Franklin Co 4 Apr (JSt). Nesting was underway in Dundy Co by 21 Apr, with 
3+ pairs carrying nesting material (TJW). 

Bank Swallow: Routine reports. 

Cliff Swallow: Rather early were singles at Odessa 4 Apr (LR,RH) and Alma 6 Apr 
(GH,WH). 

Cave Swallow: An adult grounded with a large group of Cliff Swallows by cold 
weather at LO was observed 13 May (SJD, details). This is the 5th Nebraska 
record, and fu'st of an adult. 

Barn Swallow: Rather early were singles in Nuckolls Co 3 Apr (JSt) and Clay Co 4 
Apr (JGJ). 

Black-capped Chickadee: Concern continued for this species in the southern part 
of the state. In Buffalo Co none had been seen since Dec 2002 (MM), none for 
two springs in southern Lancaster Co (GHa), they were absent from a yard in 
Bellevue (RG), none had been to another yard in Scotts Bluff Co for a year (KD), 
and none had appeared since last fall in a Nuckolls Co yard (NF). One in 
southwest Dixon Co was having difficulty moving properly and a dead bird found 
later was probably the same (JJ). Where they are seen, numbers are low, such as in 
Lancaster Co (LE), and Scotts Bluff Co (KD). Opinions center around drought, 
which has been extreme in southern and western Nebraska, and West Nile Virus. 
Numbers seem to be normal along the Missouri River, however. 

Tufted Titmouse: Routine reports. 

Red-breasted Nuthatch: Only one was reported away from likely breeding areas: it 
was at Wyuka Cem, Lincoln, 6 Mar (LE). One at Steer Creek Campground, 
Cherry Co, 9 Mar (JED) and 3 in Pine Canyon, western Custer Co, 18 Mar were 
in intriguing habitat for potential breeding (TJW). 

White-breasted Nuthatch: A pair cleaning out a nesting hole in a cottonwood at 
Riverside Park, Scottsbluff, 28 Apr and 8 May (AK) posed a dilemma as to which 
subspecies they belonged; the evidence to date suggests that the eastern subspecies 
cookei is spreading west along the North Platte Valley. 

Pygmy Nuthatch: The only report was of 2 at an expected location along Old Stage 
Hill Road, Scotts Bluff Co, 29 May (AK). 

Brown Creeper: Last wintering bird was at Wyuka Cem, Lincoln, 16 Apr (LE), but 
one at Krimlofski Tract, Neale Woods, 23 May was very likely breeding there, 
although no evidence could be detected (WRS). One was building a nest there in 
spring 2003 (CNK). 

Rock Wren: Routine reports. 

Carolina Wren: Numbers appeared to be down this spring; few were reported, all 
from the lower Missouri Valley except for one westerly straggler near Kearney 20 
Mar (LAG). 

House Wren: One at Bellevue 12 Apr (RG) was rather early. 

Winter Wren: Routine reports. 

Sedge Wren: Typical of spring migration, few were reported, 4 in the east 4-29 May 
(JJ,RE,LE), and 2 a bit further west, at Harvard Marsh 18 May (JGJ) and near 
Valentine 15 May (CTK). 

Marsh Wren: Routine reports. 

Golden-crowned Kinglet: Indicating an early move northward were 5 at Ord 7 Mar 
(LR,RH) and one at Steer Creek Campground, Cherry Co, 9 Mar (JED). Early 
dates in the north are in mid-late Mar. Few were reported. 

Ruby-crowned Kinglet: One at WP may have wintered (LE), although early spring 
dates are in mid-Mar. Late spring dates tend to be from the west; last reported was 
atLO 15 May (CNK). 

Blue-gray Gnatcatcher: Nestbuilding was underway rather early in Bellevue 21 Apr 
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(BP,LP) and in WP 25 Apr (LE). Rarest in central Nebraska, one was at Lange 
WPA, Clay Co, 2 May (JGJ). At the east edge of the western range, where 
numbers and distribution continue to increase, one was in Sidney 22 May (AS), 
another was along highway 385 north of Bridgeport 17 May (SJD), and 2 were 
just north of Ash Hollow SHP 17 May (BW,DW). 

Eastern Bluebird: Nest boxes were being tended in Brady 7 Mar (TJW), at ICSP 
14 Mar (WRS), and in Nuckolls Co 16 Mar (NF). An egg was in a nest in 
Lancaster Co 3 Apr (LRB) and 5 eggs were in a Nuckolls Co nest 12 Apr (NF). In 
southwest Dixon Co 2-3 day-old hatchlings were present 30 Apr, the observer's 
earliest ever (JJ). 

Mountain Bluebird: Migrants, 37, were on the move in ScottsBluff Co 11 Mar 
(PD,DD), and rather late for migrants were a pair at Bushnell Cem 1 May (WRS). 
Most birds are on the breeding grounds by mid-Mar. 

Townsend's Solitaire: One was still in Kearney Co 28 Apr (RG), rather late for the 
location. Few were reported. 

Veery: Of the 4 reported, all were in the west, where the western subspecies occurs, 
12-26 May. Two were in Lincoln Co 12-14 May (TJW), one was at LO 16 May 
(SJD), and one was at Oliver Res 26 May (PL,JO). This species occurs with about 
equal frequency from the extreme east and west, although most recent reports have 
been from the west. 

Gray-cheeked Thrush: The only reports were from Lancaster Co 9 May (LE) and 
South Sioux City 21 May (BFH). 

Swainson's Thrush: As with Veery, far more were reported in the west, including 
an amazing 40 at Oliver Res and Bushnell 25 May (PL,JO). Only 6 were banded 
in Bellevue, 3 of those on 11 May (RG). Rather early for the west was one at 
WSR 29 Apr (HKH). 

Hermit Thrush: One at WSR 9 Mar (HKH) likely wintered locally; early migrants 
arrive in the west in very late Mar. An additional 10 were reported 14 Mar-22 Apr, 
all from the east; the 14 Mar bird at WP (LE) may have wintered in the area. 

Wood Thrush: Tying a record early date was one in Bellevue 23 Apr (CNK), and 
one near Valentine 15 May (CTK,MB) was at the west edge of the migration 
range. 

American Robin: Nestbuilding by 3 pairs was underway in Lincoln Co 24 Mar 
(TJW), eggs were present at Brady 20 Apr (TJW), and first fledged young were 
observed there 12 May (TJW). 

Gray Catbird: Rather early for the Panhandle was one at WSR 12 May (HKH); one 
in Kearney Co 28 Apr (RG) was also a bit early. 

Northern Mockingbird: This species appears to be increasing its numbers in 
Nebraska; about 17 were reported, including 4 in southeast Gage and southwest 
Pawnee Cos 27 Apr (BP,LP). 

Brown Thrasher: Rather early for the east was one at ADF 3 Apr (LF,CF); it may 
have wintered nearby. Another in Dundy Co 21 Apr (TJW) was also rather early 
for the westerly location. A nest with 4 eggs was found north of Hershey 27 May 
(TJW). 

Curve-billed Thrasher: The long-staying bird at the Frimann Ranch in southeast 
Sioux Co continued its unusual behavior patterns by repeatedly feeding a brood of 
Common Grackle nestlings 27 May (PL,JO). This bird was first noted at the 
ranch 20 Oct 2002. 

European Starling: Routine reports. 

American Pipit: Rather early was one in the eRWB 14 Mar (JGJ), and record late 
was one at Yellowthroat WMA, Brown Co, 31 May (LR,RH). A good count was 
23 in southwest Dixon Co 30 Apr (JJ). 
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Sprague's Pipit; Although regularly seen in fall at SCP, the first spring sightings 
there were of 7 on 15 Apr and 2 on 23 Apr (KP). Rarely reported elsewhere, 2 
were in Sarpy Co 23 Apr (CNK). 

Cedar Waxwing: The phenomenon of large flocks moving through the state in late 
May has been mentioned here before; another example was the "hundreds", 
including a flock of 300+, in cedars at the Maranatha Bible Camp, Lincoln Co, 

28 May (TJW). It has been suggested {Birds of Missouri, Robbins and Easterla) 
that these are migrants which wintered far to the south of the United States. 

Blue-winged Warbler: A singing male seen by many at LO 15 May (KP, SJD, 
m.ob.) was the 2nd Keith Co record; there are 2 spring Panhandle records. 

Golden-winged Warbler: The only report was of one at University of Nebraska- 
Lincoln, Lincoln, 18 May (TEL). Reports have been fewer in recent years. 

Tennessee Warbler: A surprising number of singles was reported westward. 

Bringing the Panhandle total of records to 30 were singles at Ash Hollow SHP 15 
May (SJD), Box Butte Co 18 May (SJD), and Gering Cem 27 May (PL,JO). 
Close to the Panhandle were singles at LO 15 May (SJD) and North Platte 18 
May (TJW). Best count was 51 at ICSP 12 May (SJD). 

Orange-crowned Warbler: Routine reports. 

Nashville Warbler: Good counts were 7 at Walnut Grove Park, Omaha, 6 and 9 
May (JWH). All reports were from the east, as expected. 

Northern Parula; A good count was 9 at ICSP 22 May (WRS), while westerly was 
one singing at LO 15 May (SJD, m.ob.). Surprisingly, there are 13 Panhandle 
reports. 

Yellow Warbler; A good count was the 50+ in Lincoln Co 14 May (TJW). 

Chestnut-sided Warbler; Good numbers were reported, a total of 16, including 4 at 
Walnut Grove Park, Omaha, 21 May (JWH). Westerly, where it is rare, one was 
near Bridgeport in Morrill Co 17 May (SJD), and another was at Oliver Res 17 
May (LE). These bring the total of Panhandle records to 14. 

Magnolia Warbler: Only 9 were reported, west to Pintail WMA, Hamilton Co, 
where one was seen 12 May (JGJ). 

Cape May Warbler: The only report was of a female at Smith L WMA, Sheridan 
Co, 18 May (SJD, details). This is only the 15th record since 1982, and 5th ever 
from the Panhandle. 

Black-throated Blue Warbler: The two reports were widely scattered and rather 
late: a female was at West Lawn Cem, Gering, 27 May (JO,PL) and a singing 
male was at Krimlofski Tract, Neale Woods, 28 May (CNK). The Gering Cem 
sighting was only the 3rd for the Panhandle in spring; there are far fewer records 
in spring than in fall. 

Yellow-rumped (Audubon's) Warbler: A good count of migrants was the 4 males 
and a female in the Panhandle 2 May (WRS). 

Yellow-rumped (Myrtle) Warbler: Best count was 31 in the Panhandle 2 May, 29 
of which were males; compare with Audubon's Warbler above (WRS). One at a 
feeder in Hitchcock Co 5 Mar (JSt) was early or may have wintered nearby, while 
5 at ADF 29 May (LF,CF) were rather late. 

Black-throated Green Warbler: The only report was surprisingly of 2 singing 
males at LO 15 May (SJD, m.ob.). This species is very rare westward, with only 
one Panhandle record. 

Blackburnian Warbler: Five of the 6 reports were from the east, but a surprise was 
a male at Smith L WMA, Sheridan Co, 18 May (SJD). The latter is the 11th 
Panhandle spring record. Rather late was one at Hummel Park 28 May (CNK). 

Yellow-throated Warbler: Early to arrive, one was at FF 9 Apr (RS), the 2nd- 
earliest date ever. FF is a regular breeding location; 2 were singing there 16 Apr 
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and 2 were carrying nest material 1 May (BP,LP)- High count at FF for the spring 
was 3 on 22 Apr (CNK). None were reported elsewhere. 

Palm Warbler: Only 4 were reported, singles at FF 29 Apr (CHy), 2 May (BP,LP), 
and 5 May (BP,LP), as well as one at LO 15 May (SJD), where it is rare. The 
LO bird was of the yellowish eastern race, for which there are now 7 Nebraska 
records, 2 from LO. 

Bay-breasted Warbler: Normally rare in spring, there were 3 reports, two westerly. 
One at LO 16 May (JT) and another in Brown Co 18 May (NP) were only the 6th 
and 7th spring records for the western half of the state; another was in Cuming Co 
10 May (DP,JP). 

Blackpoll Warbler: Good numbers were reported for this statewide migrant; rarer 
westward, a female was at Oliver Res 17 May (SJD), another was in Cherry Co 22 
May (JED), and one was in Scotts Bluff Co 24 May (AD). 

Cerulean Warbler: A persistently-singing male returned to the north end of 
Flummel Park 6 May (JT); it was seen there through the period, and was 
accompanied by a female (WRS,BFF1). There were 2 males singing there 31 May 
(BP,LP). Additional singing males were at ICSP 22 May through the period 
(WRS), and at Krimlofski Tract, Neale Woods, 23 May (WRS), but not later 
(CNK,WRS). 

Black-and-white Warbler: Routine reports. 

American Redstart: Good counts were 28 at ICSP 22 May (WRS) and 24 there 12 
May (SJD). 

Prothonotary Warbler: The few reports were from summering localities; 1-2 were 
at FF (BP,LP,ARe,CHy, CNK), one was at ICSP (SJD,WRS), and one was at 
the north end of Neale Woods (WRS). None were at the Hormel Park, Fremont, 
outpost due to dry conditions (DP,JP). 

Worm-eating Warbler: The only report was of one at ICSP 22 May (WRS); this is 
a casual spring migrant. 

Ovenbird: Routine reports. 

Northern Waterthrush: Although expected statewide, a good Panhandle count was 
the 3 at Oliver Res 17 May (SJD). Six were found at FF 1-8 May by 2 observers 
(BP,LP). 

Louisiana Waterthrush: More than usual were reported, a total of about 10 in 
known summering locations, except for sightings at SCP 15 and 23 Apr and 18 
May (KP), and one singing at Brownville Cem 25 Apr (WRS). Unexpected was 
one as far north as Crystal Cove L, South Sioux City, 25 Apr (BFH). 

Kentucky Warbler: Numbers were good this spring, especially at ICSP, where 12 
were counted 22 May (WRS) and 9 males were heard 12 May (SJD). Reports of 
about 18 birds were received, all from the Missouri Valley, except for a most 
surprising singing male at LO 15 May (SJD,WRS, m.ob.). There is only one 
record farther west, that in Garden Co. 

Connecticut Warbler: One singing in WP 22 May (LE) was the only report; it was 
about the 35th spring record for Nebraska. 

Mourning Warbler: Only about 7 were reported in the Missouri Valley, but a real 
surprise was a well-seen singing male at the CCM Headquarters, Keith Co, 27 
May (PL, JO, details). This bird was about a mile short of being the 4th 
Panhandle spring record. 

MacGillivray's Warbler: Three were reported as expected in the Panhandle 9-26 
May (HKH,SJD,PL). 

Common Yellowthroat: Routine reports. 

Hooded Warbler: An amazing 7 were reported, suggesting that this species is 
occurring more often in Nebraska. Surprisingly, records are statewide. All were 
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singles; WSR on 8 May and 28 May (HKH), the 12th and 13th Panhandle spring 
records, WP on 12 May (LE), a male at Jeffrey's Island, Dawson Co, 13 May 
(LB), a singing male at Walnut Grove Park, Omaha, 20 May (JWH), one at 
Basswood Ridge WMA, Dakota Co, 22 May (BFH), and one at Hummel Park 31 
May (fide LP,BP). 

Wilson's Warbler: Routine reports. 

Canada Warbler: The only reports of this rare spring migrant were of singles at FF 
17 May (MA) and Hummel Park 25 May (MA). 

Yellow-breasted Chat: Most reports were from the north and west; there was 
"singing everywhere" in the Wildcat Hills, Scotts Bluff Co, 22 May (AK). 
Somewhat southeasterly was one at L Babcock, Platte Co, 23 May (DP,JP); this 
species is now only casual in the east. 

Summer Tanager: Good numbers persist at ICSP, where 13 were found 12 May 
(SJD), but individuals popped up at some surprising locations this spring, 
indicative of continued range expansion. The 4 reports away from the Missouri 
Valley added significantly to only 13 previous such reports. One was at Bazile 
Creek WMA, Knox Co, 10 May (MB), an immature was near Arthur 16 May 
(NB), an immature male was in northeast Custer Co 25 May (fide LR,RH), and a 
single was at Table Rock WMA, Pawnee Co, 12 May (SJD). Previously rare at 
FF, a male was seen there 14-20 May (BP,LP) and a single 31 May (CNK). One 
was in southeast Otoe Co 8 May at a site where birds have been found in recent 
years (LF,CF). 

Scarlet Tanager: In contrast with the previous species. Scarlet Tanagers, although 
in good numbers, stayed within their usual eastern range. Best counts were 9 at 
ICSP 12 May (SJD) and 8 there 22 May (WRS), both above the previous high 
count. 

Western Tanager: A good tally of 13 migrants was reported in the Panhandle 17-31 
May (m.ob.). 

Green-tailed Towhee: None were reported; this is a rare but regular spring migrant 
in the Panhandle. 

Spotted Towhee: Rather late for the east was a female at WP 22 May that was 
associating with an Eastern Towhee (LE). One at LO 16 May looked like an 
Eastern, but was singing a Spotted song (WRS). 

Eastern Towhee: One had reached Dakota Co by 16 Apr (BFH) and another Buffalo 
Co by 18 Apr (LR,RH); these locations approximate the opposite ends of the 
western edge of the summer range. One at Jeffrey's Island, Dawson Co, 13 May 
(LB) was west of the usual range in the Platte Valley. The extent of introgression 
is underscored by the strange songs often heard being sung by Nebraska towhees; 
one at FF 26 Mar sounded like a Northern Cardinal with introductory Black- 
capped Chickadee notes; the "chink" call was typical, reminding us that (usually) 
songs are learned and calls innate (BP,LP). 

Cassin's Sparrow: None were reported; arrival is in late May. 

American Tree Sparrow: Best count was 100 in the observer's yard in Dixon Co 
after a snow 15 Mar (JJ). Rather late was one in Kearney Co 28 Apr (RG). 

Chipping Sparrow: Rather early were singles in Otoe Co 30 Mar (LF,CF) and as 
far west as Lincoln Co 2 Apr (TJW). Best count was 50+ in Lincoln Co 30 Apr 
(TJW). 

Clay-colored Sparrow: "Hundreds" were in Lincoln 4 May (TEL) and in Lincoln 
Co 14 May (TJW). Rather late were 4 at Oliver Res 26 May (PL). 

Brewer's Sparrow: The only reports were of singles in Banner Co 1 May (WRS) 
and in Sheridan Co 5 May (BW,DW). 

Field Sparrow: One at ADF 22 Mar (LF,CF) was rather early and may have 
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wintered nearby. Two singing west of Sutherland Res, Lincoln Co, 6 Apr (TJW) 
were rather early for that westerly location. 

Vesper Sparrow: A good count was 31 in the Panhandle 2 May (WRS). 

Lark Sparrow: Routine reports. 

Lark Bunting: A good count was 150+ at WSR 3 May (HKH). Surprisingly far 
east were one at Pintail WMA, Hamilton Co, and 5 near Harvard Marsh 12 May 
(JGJ). 

Savannah Sparrow: Singles in Nemaha Co 14 Mar (WRS) and Johnson Co 20 
Mar (BP,LP) may have wintered nearby. The falling water level at LM has 
allowed sedges to grow alongside exposed streams feeding the lake; 8 singing 
territorial males were noted there 2 May (WRS). This is a marginal breeding 
species in Nebraska. 

Grasshopper Sparrow: "Many" had arrived in McPherson Co 16 Apr (TJW), rather 
early for that part of the state. A nest with 5 eggs was found in Plum Creek 
Valley WMA, Brown Co, 18 May (CH). 

Baird's Sparrow: After extensive effort by the observer all spring, a single calling 
bird was found near Creighton in a weedy, ungrazed, abandoned alfalfa field 18 
May (MB). There are now 11 documented spring records statewide in the period 
24 Apr-19 May. 

Henslow's Sparrow: The only report was of one at SCP 23 Apr (KP), a rather early 
date. 

LeConte's Sparrow: None were reported; this is a regular, though secretive, spring 
migrant in the east. 

Northern Sharp-tailed Sparrow: The only report was of one in Washington Co 9 
May (JT). There are surprisingly few spring records for this regular migrant. 

Fox Sparrow: Although the type specimen of the dark Rocky Mountain subspecies 
schistacea was collected in 1858 in Nebraska, there have been no reports since. 
More likely is the western subspecies zaboria, which is a bit grayer than expected 
reddish iliaca, but difficult to distinguish from it in the field. Zaboria breeds 
north of schistacea, but unlike schistacea, migrates through Nebraska to winter 
from Iowa and Kansas south to Texas. Rosche suggested that grayish birds seen in 
western Nebraska are probably zaboria. A grayish bird reported from FF 20 Mar 
(EB) was probably zaboria. 

Song Sparrow: A good count was the 50+ at FF 20 Mar (EB). Several singing 
along the Platte River west of Sutherland Res, Lincoln Co, 6 Apr (TJW) were in a 
part of the state where the species is less numerous; 2 at Oliver Res 2 May (WRS) 
are presumed to be at the westernmost breeding site for the state. Information on 
summering locations along the Platte Valley in the west would be of interest. 

Lincoln's Sparrow: One at FF 3 Apr (EB) was rather early. 

Swamp Sparrow: Two at FF 20 Mar (EB) may have wintered there or nearby, as 
was likely with one at FL 28 Mar (AR), although the latter is a known breeding 
location. 

White-throated Sparrow: One in Hayes Co 16 May (KP) was a bit west of the 
usual range. 

White-crowned Sparrow: A few winter, usually in the west, and so 2 at Walnut 
Creek L, Sarpy Co, 3 Mar (MS) were unexpected. Migration peaks in late Apr and 
early May; "hundreds" were in Lincoln Co 30 Apr (TJW); high spring count is 
275. Among 48 counted in the Panhandle 2 May, 2 were dark-lored, most likely 
the Rocky Mountain subspecies oriantha, although eastern leocophrys is possible 
(WRS). 

Harris's Sparrow: After low winter numbers, migrants made a better showing; 
"large numbers" were in southeast Nebraska 25 Apr (CNK), "scads" were in 
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Buffalo Co 6 May (LR,RH), and "multitudes" were in Cuming Co 10 May 
(DP,JP). 

Dark-eyed (White-winged) Junco: The only report was of one at Wildcat Hills NC 
6 Mar (HA). 

Dark-eyed (Slate-colored) Junco: The only cismontdnus was one at a Scottsbluff 
feeder 19 Mar (KD). 

Dark-eyed (Oregon) Junco: Routine reports. 

Dark-eyed (Pink-sided) Junco: This is a regular winterer in the Panhandle; the last 
at a Mitchell feeder were seen 11 Mar (KD). Only casual in the east, now with 3 
documented records, one was photographed at Hastings 22 Mar (PL); the observer 
has only 2 records in several years as far east as Grand Island. 

Dark-eyed (Gray-headed) Junco: One was reported without details with a mixed 
group of juncos at the Wildcat Hills NC feeders 6 Mar. 

McCown's Longspur: The only reports were of 5 migrants on 24 Apr and one on 
29 Apr at WSR (HKH). 

Lapland Longspur: Last migrants were the 1000 in Dixon Co 16 Mar (JJ). Large 
numbers of migrants are often seen at this time of year. 

Smith's Longspur: The only report was of one at Nine-mile Prairie, Lincoln, 3 Apr 
(DL, details). The 12 spring reports for the state are exclusively fi'om the southeast 
comer of the state in the period 21 Mar-3 May. 

Chestnut-collared Longspur: First arrival at WSR was 27 Mar and nesting was 
underway there by the end of the period (HKH). At the northeast edge of the 
summer range in the state were 4 in Holt Co 29 May (DSt). 

Snow Bunting: None were reported; departure is in early Mar. 

Northern Cardinal: Nesting was underway by 14 Mar at Wilsonville, and adults 
were escorting a juvenile 23 May (LO). 

Rose-breasted Grosbeak: Although considered a rare spring migrant in the 
Panhandle {Birds of Nebraska)^ reports are becoming more numerous in recent 
years. This spring there were at least 7 individuals reported, including a rather 
early male 21 Apr at Scottsbluff (PD,DD). A good count was the 36 at ICSP 22 
May (WRS). 

Black-headed Grosbeak: The only report from the east was one without details at 
FF 8 May; this species is far more rare eastward than Rose-breasted is westward in 
spring. 

Blue Grosbeak: Routine reports. 

Lazuli Bunting: Easternmost, and rather early, was one near Gibbon 1 May 
(LR,RH); 3 were there 6 May (LR, RH). 

Indigo Bunting: One in Otoe Co 30 Apr (LF,CF) was rather early. A female was 
carrying nest material at WP 16 May (MUs). 

Dickcissel: Rather early was one in Dodge Co 1 May (DP,JP). 

Bobolink: Two in Lancaster Co 24 Apr (LE) tied the earliest date ever; next 
reported was one in Buffalo Co 6 May (LR,RH). Ideal habitat in riparian 
meadows along North River Road in Lincoln Co yielded 40 birds 27 May (TJW). 
Nesting was underway in Dodge Co by 31 May (DP,JP). 

Red-winged Blackbird: Among the age groups, resident females arrive last; a flock 
of 75 females was at Oliver Res 1 May (WRS). 

Eastern Meadowlark: Singing birds had arrived at Pawnee Creek, Lincoln Co, by 
26 Mar (TJW) and in McPherson Co by 6 Apr (TJW). This species is greatly 
outnumbered by Western Meadowlarks in the west; 3 Easterns and 50+ Westerns 
were noted in seemingly ideal habitat for Easterns along Pawnee Creek in Lincoln 
Co 14 May (TJW). 

Western Meadowlark: Routine reports. 
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Yellow-headed Blackbird: Routine reports. 

Rusty Blackbird: There were only 3 sightings 14-23 Mar (TJW,DP,JP,NF), west 
to Doniphan (ML). 

Brewer's Blackbird: Best count was 50-100 at Wilsonville 14 Mar with Red¬ 
winged Blackbirds (LO); the only other sightings were of a territorial pair in Long 
Canyon, Banner Co, 1 May (WRS) and one in Keith Co 15 May (JT). 

Common Crackle: Returnees appeared in early Mar; one was at Alma 7 Mar 
(GH,WH). About 30 fresh nests near Hershey 22 May were empty and may have 
already fledged young (TJW), although the limited information available suggests 
that this would be rather early. 

Great-tailed Crackle: Best count was 60 at Grand Island 22 Mar (PL), and 50+ 
were near North Platte 19 Apr (TJW). Nesting appears to be taking place 
anywhere in the state with suitable wetland habitat. Nest material was being 
gathered by 7 females at Odessa 4 Apr (LR,RH), one at BOL 17 Apr (LE), and 
nesting was almost certainly occurring north of the North Platte Airport, where at 
least 12 territorial males were present 17 May, and at least 3 females by 19 May 
(TJW). 

Brown-headed Cowbird: Routine reports. 

Orchard Oriole: Routine reports. 

Baltimore Oriole: Nest building was underway at FF 5 May (ARe), and a pair with 
young was seen there 27 May (DM), both rather early dates. 

Bullock's Oriole: Only about 5 were reported, all from the Panhandle except for one 
at Ogallala 16 May (CWH). Nestbuilding had started in Scotts Bluff Co by 25 
May (KD). 

Gray-crowned Rosy-Finch: None were reported; last dates are in late Mar. 

Purple Finch: After a good winter, a few persisted, but not for long; best count was 
10 at FF 23 Mar (BP,LP) and last were 2 at SCP 2 Apr (KP). 

House Finch: Barely elevating above the "Routine Reports" category (no offense 
intended), there were 4 reports of orange or yellow males (TP,LF,CF,TJW). This 
is a reasonably common color variant in males. 

Red Crossbill: Apart from a mixed-age flock of as many as 40 at Wildcat Hills NC 
17-29 May (LE,AK), the only report was of one near Valentine 15 May (CTK). 
This is a poor showing for this species. 

White-winged Crossbill: The only report was of 2 at Old Lutheran Cem, Norfolk, 
12 Mar (MB). 

Common Redpoll: The only reports were of one at a Scottsbluff feeder 4-19 Mar 
(PD,DD) and one at Old Lutheran Cem, Norfolk, 12 Mar (MB). Most depart by 
the end of Mar. 

Pine Siskin: A few were scattered around the state, mostly at feeders, through the 
period with best count 20-30 at Wildcat Hills NC 6 Mar (HA), and "lots" at Old 
Lutheran Cem, Norfolk, 12 Mar (MB). A bit surprising was one at the Frimann 
Ranch, home of the Curve-billed Thrasher, 27 May (PL,JO). Last to leave outside 
the Panhandle was one in Nuckolls Co 23 Apr (NF). 

Lesser Goldfinch: Two were reported, a nice surprise: a black-backed male was at a 
Gering feeder 23-24 May (JC) and a single was at Bushnell 27 May (PL,JO). 

There are 9 records, these two the 2nd and 4th earliest; 7 of the 9 records are in 
May-Jun. * 

American Goldfinch: A good count was the 300 near Gibbon 10 Mar (LR,RH). 

House Sparrow: Adults were feeding fledglings in Lincoln 9 May (NP). 
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2003 (15th) REPORT OF THE NOU RECORDS COMMITTEE 
Complied by Mark A. Brogie (NOURC Chairperson) 

508 Seeley, Creighton, NE 68729 

The functions and methods of the NOU Records Committee are described in its 
bylaws (NOU Records Committee 1986). The committee's purpose is to provide a 
procedure for documenting unusual bird sightings and to establish a list of all 
documented birds for Nebraska. "The Official List of the Birds of Nebraska" was 
first published in 1988 (NOU Records Committee 1988) and an update was 
published in 1997 (NOU Records Committee 1997). 

The "Official List" has been appended thirteen times: (Mollhoff 1989, Grenon 
1990, 1991, Gubanyi 1996a, 1996b, 1996c, Brogie 1997, 1998, 1999, 2003, 
Jorgensen 2001, 2002, 2003). This report includes all accounts submitted during 
the calendar year of 2003, covering 36 records with accession numbers 1049-1084. 
All records mentioned here will be available to interested persons at the NOU 
archives at the University of Nebraska State Museum, Lincoln, NE. Interested 
parties should contact the current NOU Librarian, whose address can be found in the 
latest issue of The Nebraska Bird Review. 

State List 

The A.O.U. Checklist of North American Birds, Seventh Edition (1998) and the 
Forty-first, Forty-second, Forty-third, and Forty-fourth Supplement to the American 
Ornithologists' Union (AOU, 1997, 2000, 2002, 2003) contain many taxonomic 
changes affecting North American birds. The following summarizes all revisions by 
the AOU in regards to changes in scientific names, and changes in assignments to 
family and order of species to the most recently published "Official List of the 
Birds of Nebraska" (NBR 65: 3-16). It does not include changes in species 
sequence, as these will be made on the next published "Official List". 

With this report, the following changes are made to "The Official List of the 
Birds of Nebraska". 

Changes in Frequency of Occurrence: 

1. Sabine's Gull {Xema sabini) Casual to Regular 

2. Calliope Hummingbird (Stellula calliope) Accidental to Casual 

3. Dusky Flycatcher {Empidonax oberholseri) Accidental to Casual 

4. Steller's Jay (Cyanocitta stelleri) Casual to Accidental 

5. Smith's Longspur (Calcarius pictus) Accidental to Casual 

Changes Involving Nebraska Species Due to Taxonomic Revisions 
and/or Changes in English or Scientific Names: 

1. Rock Dove {Columba livia) changed to Rock Pigeon 

2. Band-tailed Pigeon {Columba fasciata) becomes {Patagioenas 
fasciata) 

3. Eastern Screech-Owl {Otus asio) becomes {Megascops asio) 

4. Snowy Owl {Nyctea scandiaca) becomes {Bubo scandiaca) 

5. Three-toed Woodpecker is split into American Three-toed 
Woodpecker {Picoides dorsalis) and the Old World form Eurasian 
Three-toed Woodpecker {Picoides tridactylus) 

6. Black-capped Vireo {Vireo atricapillus) becomes {Vireo atricapilla) 
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7. Black-capped Chickadee (Poecile atricapilla) becomes {Poecile 

atricapillus) 

8. Ovenbird (Seiurus aurocapillus) becomes {Seiurus aurocapilld) 

2003 Additions to State List 

There were no additions to "The Official List of the Birds of Nebraska" in 2003. 

"The Official List of the Birds of Nebraska" as of the end of 2003 stands at 447 
species. 

Criteria for Accepted Records 

For a record to be accepted, a minimum of six votes in favor are required with no 
more than one dissenting vote (NOU Records Committee 1986). Records in the 
following classes are listed as accepted: 

I-S - a diagnostic, labeled specimen exists 

I-P - a diagnostic, labeled photograph or slide exists 

I-R - a diagnostic, labeled recording exists 

II - three or more independently written diagnostic documentations of the same 
bird exist 

III - one or two independently written diagnostic documentations of the same 
bird exist 

Each account of an accepted record includes a brief statement noting the species, 
class, date, location, and initial(s) of observers. 


Pre-2003 Records Accepted 

Mew Gull (Larus canus) 

1. A written documentation (Class 111; JC) from the initial observer of an adult 
in basic plumage below Gavin's Pt. Dam, Cedar Co., 09 November 2002. A 
photo of this bird was discussed in the 2002 (14th) Report of the NOU Records 
Committee (Brogie 2003). 

Sharp-tailed Sandpiper {Calidris acuminata) 

1. A written description (Class III; CW) of a single juvenile at Lake Alice, 
Scotts Bluff Co., 18 September 2002. This represents the third record of this 
species in Nebraska and the first for the Panhandle. 

Rufous Hummingbird (Selasphorus rufus) 

1. An adult male present from 18 August to 18 November 2002 in Omaha, 
Douglas Co., was photographed (Class 1-P; JS). 

Pine Warbler {Dendroica pinus) 

1. An adult male was observed and documented (Class III; JD) at a feeder 
in Ceresco, Saunders Co., on 25 December 2002. This bird was first 
observed on 28 November 2002 and continued through 05 January 2003. 
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2003 Accepted Records 

Yellow-billed Loon {Gavia adamsii) 

1. A single bird was observed (Class II; BG, JG, RS) at Lake McConaughy, 
Keith Co., 02-05 September 2003. There was some question as to the age of this 
bird; possibly just going into first basic adult plumage (RS). This represents the 
third record of this species in Nebraska. 

Tricolored Heron {Egretta tricolor) 

L Two first-year birds were photographed (Class 1-P; JJ) on a small marsh 
(Rainwater Basin Wetland Clay # 229) in Clay Co., 30 August 2003. 

Little Gull {Larus minutus) 

1. A second-year bird was observed (Class III; MB) on Lewis and Clark Lake, 
Knox Co., 01 November 2003. 

Mew Gull {Larus canus) 

1. One second-year in basic plumage was photographed (Class I-P; JJ) at Lake 
Ogallala, Keith Co., 18-19 January 2003. 

Iceland Gull {Larus glaucoides) 

1. A first winter bird was photographed (Class 1-P; KN, WRS) at Lake 
Ogallala, Keith Co., 21 December 2003 

Sabine's Gull {Xema sabini) 

1. A single juvenile was observed (Class III; MB) below Gavin's Pt. Dam, 
Cedar Co., 28 September 2003. 

Caspian Tern {Sterna caspia) 

1. Two adults observed (Class III; TJW) flying along Red Willow Creek, Red 
Willow Co., 07 November 2003. This is the latest date recorded for this species 
in Nebraska. 

Arctic Tern {Sterna paradisaea) 

1. A single bird in adult alternate plumage was observed (Class III; NP) at 
Lake Ogallala, Keith Co., 19 May 2003. This is the second NOURC 
accepted record for this species in Nebraska. 

White-winged Dove {Zenaida asiatica) 

1. A single bird was observed (Class III; JG) in Seward, Seward Co., 25 
June 2003. 

2. A single bird was observed (Class III; RP) at Cody Park in North Platte, 
Lincoln Co., 15 July 2003. 

Whip-poor-will {Caprimulgus vociferus) 

1. One written report (Class III; HH) of a bird calling at the Wind Springs 
Ranch in southern Sioux County represents the westernmost occurrence of this 
species in Nebraska. 

Ruby-throated Hummingbird {Archilochus colubris) 

1. A single female/immature was observed (Class III; MB) at Harrison, 

Sioux Co., 30 August 2003. This represents the first documented record of this 
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species for the Panhandle approved by the NOURC. 

Calliope Hummingbird {Stellula calliope) 

1. A single female/immature bird was observed (Class III; MB) at Creighton, 
Knox Co., 26-28 August 2003. This is the second consecutive year for this 
species at this eastern Nebraska location. 

Scissor-tailed Flycatcher {Tyrannus forjicatus) 

1. Of a family group of seven birds (two adults with five young), several 
were photographed (Class 1-P; MY) near Filley, Gage Co., 01 August 2003. 

Cassin's Vireo {Vireo cassinii) 

1. A single bird was observed (Class III ; BH) at Oliver Reservoir, Kimball 
Co., 30 August 2003. 

Curve-billed Thrasher {Toxostoma curvirostre) 

1. A single bird identified to species in early January 2003 was present from 
November 2002 and throughout 2003 at the 7-U Ranch in southeastern Sioux 
County. This bird was photographed by numerous observers (Class 1-P; KD, JJ, 
BW, DW) and described (Class III; BH). This individual was of the subspecies 
curvirostre. 

Sprague’s Pipit {Anthus spragueii) 

1. Two birds were observed (Class III; KP) at Spring Creek Prairie, 

Lancaster Co., 15 &17 September 2003. 

Cape May Warbler {Dendroica tigrina) 

1. An adult male was photographed (Class 1-P; MB) at the Christ Lutheran 
Cemetery in Norfolk, Madison Co., 10 May 2003. 

Pine Warbler {Dendroica pinus) 

1. An adult male was observed (Class 111; JT) at DeSoto NWR, Washington 
Co., 26 May 2003. 

Hooded Warbler {Wilsonia citrind) 

1. An adult male was observed (Class III; BO, LO) at Wilsonville, Furnas Co., 
23-24 April 2003. 

Smith's Longspur {Calcarius pictus) 

1. A male and female were observed (Class III; BP,LP) south of Bellevue, 

Sarpy Co., 8 April 2003. 

Chestnut-collared Longspur {Calcarius ornatus) 

1. A single bird was photographed (Class I-P; MB) near the Creighton 
Airport, Knox Co., 07 April 2003. 

2003 Records Reviewed For First Time and Filed Without Votes 

Archilochus species 

1. A written report of a female/immature belonging to this genera was 
observed on 11 September 2003 at Mitchell, Scotts Bluff Co. (KD). 

Due to the lack of records of Ruby-throated Hummingbird {Archilochus 
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colubris) from the Panhandle and the possibility of Black-chinned Hummingbird 
{Archilochus alexandri) at this location, the observer was not confident of species 
identity. 

Unaccepted Records 

Records in the following classes are considered unaccepted (NOU Record 
Committee 1986): 

IV - probably correct, but not beyond reasonable doubt 

V - a record with insufficient evidence to support the identification claimed 
VI - a probable released or escaped bird or mistaken identification 

Each account of an unaccepted record includes a brief statement noting the 
species, class, date, location, and reasons for the committee's failure to accept the 
record. 

Pre-2003 Unaccepted Records 

Canyon Towhee {Pipilo fuscus) Class IV 

1. A written report of a single bird observed at George D. Syas WMA in Platte 
Co., 05 July 2000. This species is not on "The Official List of the Birds of 
Nebraska" and although suggestive, the details of this documentation were 
believed inadequate to accept such an out-of-range bird at such an odd date. 

2003 Unaccepted Records 

Red-throated Loon (Gavia stellata) 

1. A written report of two birds carefully scrutinized over a period of days: 11 - 
17 May 2003 at Holmes Lake, Lancaster County. These birds were originally 
identified as Pacific Loons {Gavia pacifica), but after closer inspection the 
observer concluded they were Red-throated Loons. Although very suggestive, the 
documentation was lacking sufficient details for approval. 

Hammond's Flycatcher {Empidonax hammondii) 

1. A single bird was observed at Oliver Reservoir, Kimball Co., 31 August 
2003. Although suggestive, the description in this documentation lacked 
sufficient details for approval. 

Dusky Flycatcher {Empidonax oberholseri) 

I. A single bird was observed at Oliver Reservoir, Kimball Co., 30 August 
2003. Although suggestive, the description in this documentation lacked 
sufficient details for approval. 
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Changes to the Bylaws of the N.O.U. Records Committee 

The following changes were voted on and approved by the NOURC Board 
in February of 2004: 

Under Section VII. VOTING 

Amend Section F to read: 

"Members of the committee may vote upon their own records." 

Add Section G to read: 

"Status of a species can be changed at any time by a two-thirds majority vote of the 
committee following a petition for change by any member of the committee, such 
petition to outline the case for the suggested change." 


Correction to the 2001 (13th) Report of the NOU Records Committee 

Joel Jorgensen reports that the photo of the White Ibis mentioned in the 13th 
NOURC Report (NBR 71: 98) was taken at Johnson WPA 19 Aug, not Funk WPA. 
The bird was originally discovered at Funk WPA on 9 Aug, and then it presumably 
moved to Johnson WPA 12-19 Aug. See Silcock, W.R., “Fall Field Report, 
August-November 2001 ”. The Nebraska Bird Review 69: 158-189. 
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Species for which the NOU Records Committee Seeks Documentation 

Send documentations and comments to: 

Mark A. Brogie - NOURC Chairperson 
508 Seeley, Box 316 
Creighton, NE 68729 


The NOU Records Committee has revised the list of accidental or casual species 
for which the committee seeks documentation as of the end of 2003. This list was 
last published in 1995 (NBR 63:12-13). The committee seeks documentation on all 
species with less than regular occurrence in Nebraska, as well as any species 
occurring out of range or out of season. Changes in this list since 1995 include the 
addition of new species documented for the state, and the deletion of species 
upgraded to regular status. Below are listed the species of less than regular 
occurrence based on the Official List of the Birds of Nebraska. A revised Official 
List will be published in a future issue of the NBR. 

Photographs, slides and recordings are the preferred means of documentation 
whenever possible; however, written documentations are often the only available 
means to document a species. A well-written documentation is extremely valuable 
and should include a detailed description of all aspects of the observation as follows: 
description of plumage, flesh parts, eye color, size (relative to a species observed at 
the same time can be very useful), and any noticeable field marks (i.e., wing bars, 
eye rings, crown stripes, tail markings, etc.). Extraneous observations can often be 
useful. For example, worn tail feathers or a leg band might indicate that the bird is 
an escaped captive bird rather than a wild bird. A written description can never have 
too much detail, but it can easily leave out critical details, which may be important 
in evaluating the documentation. A very useful part of a written documentation is a 
discussion of the field marks used to separate the bird from similar species. 
Descriptions of the bird's behavior and the habitat are also very important parts of a 
well-written documentation. In addition to the above, a few details concerning the 
observation are also important, including exact location of the sighting, date and 
time of the sighting, duration of the sighting, optics used, distance from the bird, 
field guides used to identify the bird, and when the description was written (i.e., 
written 5 hours later, written 2 days later from notes taken in the field at the time of 
the observation, written from memory a week later, etc.). For further information on 
documentation, please visit the NOU website: http://rip.ohvsics.unk.edu/NQU/ . 

Black-bellied Whistling-Duck {Dendrocygna autumnalis) 

Bean Goose (Anser fabalis) 

Emperor Goose {Chen canagica) 

Brant {Branta bernicla) 

Eurasian Wigeon {Anas penelope) 

Mottled Duck {Anas fulviguld) 

Garganey {Anas querquedula) 

Tufted Duck {Aythya fuligula) 

King Eider {Somateria spectabilis) 

Common Eider {Somateria mollissima) 

Harlequin Duck {Histrionicus histrionicus) 

Red-throated Loon {Gavia stellata) 
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Yellow-billed Loon {Gavia adamsii) 

Brown Pelican (Pelecanus occidentalis) 

Neotropic Cormorant {Phalacrocorax brasilianus) 
Anhinga (Anhinga anhinga) 

Tricolored Heron {Egretta tricolor) 

Reddish Egret {Egretta rufescens) 

White Ibis {Eudocimus albus) 

Glossy Ibis (Plegadis falcinellus) 

Roseate Spoonbill {Platalea ajaja) 

Wood Stork {Mycteria americana) 

Black Vulture (Coragyps atratus) 

Swallow-tailed Kite {Elanoides forficatus) 
White-tailed Kite {Elanus leucurus) 

Harris’s Hawk (Parabuteo unicinctus) 

Gyrfalcon {Falco rusticolus) 

Ruffed Grouse (Bonasa umbellus) 

Greater Sage-Grouse {Centrocercus urophasianus) 
Yellow Rail {Coturnicops noveboracensis) 

Black Rail {Laterallus jamaicensis) 

Clapper Rail (Rallus longirostris) 

King Rail {Rallus elegans) 

Purple Gallinule {Porphyrio martinica) 

Common Moorhen {Gallinula chloropus) 
Common Crane {Grus grus) 

Sharp-tailed Sandpiper {Calidris acuminata) 
Curlew Sandpiper {Calidris ferruginea) 

Ruff {Philomachus pugnax) 

Red Phalarope {Phalaropus fulicarius) 

Pomarine Jaeger {Stercorarius pomarinus) 
Parasitic Jaeger {Stercorarius parasiticus) 
Long-tailed Jaeger {Stercorarius longicaudus) 
Laughing Gull {Larus atricilla) 

Little Gull {Larus minutus) 

Black-headed Gull {Larus ridibundus) 

Mew Gull {Larus canus) 

Iceland Gull {Larus glaucoides) 

Glaucous-winged Gull {Larus glaucescens) 

Great Black-backed Gull {Larus marinus) 
Black-legged Kittiwake {Rissa tridactyla) 

Ross’s Gull {Rhodostethia rosea) 

Arctic Tern {Sterna paradisaea) 

Ancient Murrelet {Synthliboramphus antiquus) 
Band-tailed Pigeon {Patagioenas fasciata) 
White-winged Dove {Zenaida asiatica) 

Inca Dove {Columbina inca) 

Common Ground-Dove {Columbina passerina) 
Groove-billed Ani {Crotophaga sulcirostris) 
Northern Hawk Owl {Surnia ulula) 

Great Gray Owl {Strix nebulosa) 

Boreal Owl {Aegolius funereus) 

Costa's Hummingbird {Calypte costae) 

Calliope Hummingbird {Stellula calliope) 
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Acorn Woodpecker (Melanerpes formicivorus) 
Williamson’s Sapsucker {Sphyrapicus thyroideus) 
Red-naped Sapsucker {Sphyrapicus nuchalis) 
American Three-toed Woodpecker {Picoides dorsalis) 
Pileated Woodpecker {Dryocopus pileatus) 
Yellow-bellied Flycatcher {Empidonax flaviventris) 
Hammond’s Flycatcher {Empidonax hammondii) 
Gray Flycatcher {Empidonax wrightii) 

Dusky Flycatcher {Empidonax oberholseri) 

Vermilion Flycatcher {Pyrocephalus rubinus) 
Ash-throated Flycatcher {Myiarchus cinerascens) 
Scissor-tailed Flycatcher {Tyrannus forficatus) 
White-eyed Vireo (Vireo griseus) 

Black-capped Vireo {Vireo atricapilla) 

Cassin’s Vireo {Vireo cassinii) 

Gray Jay {Perisoreus canadensis) 

Steller’s Jay {Cyanocitta stelleri) 

Clark’s Nutcracker {Nucifraga columbiana) 
Chihuahuan Raven {Corvus cryptoleucus) 

Common Raven {Corvus corax) 

Cave Swallow {Petrochelidon fulva) 

Mountain Chickadee {Poecile gambeli) 

Canyon Wren {Catherpes mexicanus) 

Bewick’s Wren {Thryomanes bewickii) 

American Dipper {Cinclus mexicanus) 

Varied Thrush {Ixoreus naevius) 

Curve-billed Thrasher {Toxostoma curvirostre) 
Sprague’s Pipit {Anthus spragueii) 

Bohemian Waxwing {Bombycilla garrulus) 
Phainopepla {Phainopepla nitens) 

Virginia’s Warbler {Vermivora virginiae) 

Cape May Warbler {Dendroica tigrina) 
Black-throated Gray Warbler {Dendroica nigrescens) 
Hermit Warbler {Dendroica occidentalis) 

Pine Warbler {Dendroica pinus) 

Prairie Warbler {Dendroica discolor) 

Worm-eating Warbler {Helmitheros vermivorus) 
Swainson’s Warbler {Limnothlypis swainsonii) 
Hepatic Tanager {Piranga flava) 

Black-throated Sparrow {Amphispiza bilineata) 

Sage Sparrow {Amphispiza belli) 

Baird’s Sparrow {Ammodramus bairdii) 
Golden-crowned Sparrow {Zonotrichia atricapilla) 
Smith’s Longspur {Calcarius pictus) 

Painted Bunting {Passerina ciris) 

Scott’s Oriole {Icterus parisorum) 

Brambling {Fringilla montifringilla) 

Gray-crowned Rosy-Finch {Leucosticte tephrocotis) 
Black Rosy-Finch {Leucosticte atrata) 

Pine Grosbeak {Pinicola enucleator) 

Hoary Redpoll {Carduelis hornemanni) 

Lesser Goldfinch {Carduelis psaltria) 
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Annual Meeting at Ogallala 

The Nebraska Ornithologists’ Union 2004 Annual Meeting took place at 
Ogallala on May 14-16, with field trips centering around Lake McConaughy and 
Lake Ogallala. A total of 190 species was counted over the weekend. The low water 
level in Lake McConaughy provided excellent habitat for 21 species of waterfowl, 27 
species of shorebirds, including nesting Snowy and Piping Plovers, and a Great 
Black-backed Gull. More surprising were the 17 warbler species, including Blue¬ 
winged, Northern Parula, Black-throated Green, Palm, Bay-breasted and Kentucky. 
The meeting also offered participants the chance to study many eastern and western 
species pairs, including Rose-breasted and Black-headed Grosbeaks and Baltimore 
and Bullock's Orioles. 
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NOU 2004 Annual Meeting - Ogallala 
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In Memory of George W. Brown 
by Neal Ratzlaff 

NOU member, supporter and friend George Brown passed away on February 
9, 2002, at the age of 80 following a 10 year battle with leukemia. 

His many contributions to this organization include service as President on 
two occasions, 1974-5 and 1992-4. Some of us remember smaller but equally 
memorable contributions, including the flower arrangements, gifts from George’s 
garden, that appeared on the tables at our Halsey Fall Field Days; his wonderful 
stories and good humor; his personal thriftiness which he applied with equal vigor 
to the NOU budget; and his love of only the most brief and concise presentations. 
The latter was not lost on George’s pastor, whose comments at his memorial service 
included: “There is another visual that I guess I missed... when the preacher was 
preaching too long, his arm and his wristwatch went higher and higher.” 

George was bom on September 24, 1921. He spent his youth in Minden 
and graduated from Minden High School in 1939. He began college, but World War 
11 intervened and George entered the United States Army Air Force, serving as a C- 
47 cargo plane pilot in Africa and India. Following the war he returned to Kearney 
State College where he received his degree. 

The delightful George and Marian team so evident at many NOU meetings 
was formed on June 1, 1947, when he and Marian Wardrop were married. To this 
union four children were bom: Gary, Randy, Linda and Laurie. He is also survived 
by 10 grandchildren and a great-granddaughter. 

George was an educator. After short terms at Silver Creek, Oxford and 
Gibbon, he came to Kearney High School in 1950. Here he taught biology and 
served as a coach for some 33 years before retiring in 1983. George and Marian 
must have been good role models. The Brown family was recently featured in the 
Nebraska State Education Association magazine The Voice in a feature titled "Family 
of Teachers" relating that all family members are teachers or former teachers. George 
was also honored as outstanding retired teacher for Kearney Public Schools. 

The Kearney First Methodist Church, where he was a member for over 50 
years, was an important part of his life. He served in many roles, including church 
board member, building committee member, Sunday School teacher, Methodist 
Youth Fellowship sponsor, Boy Scout leader and Elderhostel teacher. The Brown 
family also was honored as Methodist Family of the Year. 

His interest in nature and conservation was not limited to birds or to the 
NOU. He was a charter member of the Big Bend Audubon Society and also served 
as its president. Woodcarving was another way in which he expressed his love of 
nature, and some NOU members likely still possess a Sandhill Crane carving which 
he produced. He loved gardening and was a recipient of the Kearney Sertoma Yard 
of the Month Award. His contributions to church and community were recognized 
by The Kearney Hub's Freedom Award for Volunteer Service. 

George especially loved eagles. In fact, the headstone which he chose is 
graced by the figures of two Bald Eagles. When Marian observed that the eagles did 
not appear to look very happy, he replied in true George Brown fashion: “Have you 
ever seen a smiling eagle?” Perhaps not, but George’s spirit, which now surely soars 
with and among them, must have them all smiling. 

(Reprinted from the NOU Newsletter, April 2002.) 
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SUMMER FIELD REPORT, June-July 2004 
compiled by W. Ross Silcock 
P.O. Box 57, Tabor, lA 51653 
silcock@rosssilcock.com 

INTRODUCTION 

The coverage of the state by observers who report their sightings, mostly to 
the listserv NEBirds, is very good relative to their rather low number. Even so, 
there are parts of the state that are only recently revealing their secrets. Extensive 
work in the Panhandle in the late 1990s, including mist-netting by Steve Dinsmore, 
showed that several western species are regular migrants throu^ that part of the 
state, and similar extensive coverage of waterbirds and shorebirds at L McConaughy 
yielded similar valuable information, following the pioneering efforts there by Dick 
Rosche. This report contains many references to another interesting area only now 
being covered seriously, the cedar canyons of southeast Lincoln Co. T.J. Walker has 
come up with many interesting findings of nesting and resident birds that can be 
read here. 

Perplexing to many are the changes in Canada Goose taxonomy; simply put, 
as far as Nebraska is concerned, the small ones (Mallard-sized, small bills, short 
necks) are now “Cackling Goose”, Branta hutchinsii, and virtually all of the others 
are “Canada Goose” B. canadensis. As is often the case with taxonomy, the devil is 
in the details, but we won’t get into those here! There are many good discussions of 
the topic at various internet sites. 

Most of the exciting news this summer was to do with shorebirds, including 
stilts, plovers, and the rest. Black-necked Stilts are expanding their numbers and 
breeding range significantly in western Nebraska, with several instances of breeding 
and high numbers reported. The dry-down of L McConaughy, a rather spectacular 
phenomenon, has provided huge expanses of seemingly perfect breeding habitat for 
Snowy and Piping Plovers. Very large numbers of these birds were encountered, 
with correspondingly large numbers of nests found. Intriguingly large counts of 
Marbled Godwits in June suggest nesting failure in the breeding range located 
essentially north of Nebraska, but some observers are wondering whether breeding 
occurred within the state. Little or no firm evidence was provided, however, and 
there are still fewer than 5 breeding records for the state. 

Another surprising shorebird phenomenon this summer was the number of 
species reported in mid-to-late June, the short window of time when migratory 
shorebirds can be expected to be absent. Based on the rather scanty information 
provided on plumages, most of the birds probably did not complete migration, 
stopping to summer at the excellent available habitat primarily at Harlan Co Res and 
L McConaughy. Other unexpected records in this same time period were of 
Franklin’s and Bonaparte’s Gulls, both of which are usually absent for a short while 
in late June. Also surprising was the first mid-summer report of an adult Herring 
Gull, usually absent fi-om about Mar-Oct. Whether these summering shorebirds and 
the large counts of Marbled Godwit in the state at about the same time are related is 
a matter for conjecture. 

Observers of hummingbirds in the Panhandle also pointed out the scarcity of 
these birds; only 2 birds of 2 species were reported, far fewer than usual. The lower 
numbers of hummers in much of the western Great Plains the last year or two has 
been attributed to the effect of dry conditions on breeding success. This has also 
been floated as a reason for the very low chickadee numbers in parts of Nebraska 
recently. 
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Notably early were a Ruby-crowned Kinglet and a Wilson’s Warbler in Sioux 
Co, both first July records for the state. There were few real rarities; summer is a 
time when the best sightings tend to be of range expansions or contractions and 
unexpected appearances of otherwise common species. Best birds were Red-throated 
Loon, Laughing Gull, Lesser and Great Black-backed Gulls, and a Scott’s Oriole. 

ABBREVIATIONS 

ADF: Arbor Day Farm, Otoe Co; BBS: Breeding Bird Survey; BOL: Branched Oak 
L, Lancaster Co; Cem: Cemetery; CLNWR: Crescent L NWR, Garden Co; CRP: 
Conservation Reserve Program (USDA); FF: Fontenelle Forest, Sarpy Co; FL: 
Funk Lagoon, Phelps Co; FICR: Harlan Co Res, Harlan Co; ICSP: Indian Cave SP, 
Nemaha/Richardson Cos; LM: L McConaughy, Keith Co; LO: L Ogallala, Keith 
Co; m.ob.: many observers; MRET: Missouri River Ecology Trail, Neale Woods, 
Washington Co; NC: Nature Center; NF: National Forest; NGP; Nebraska Game and 
Parks; NM: National Monument; NOURC: Nebraska Ornithologists’ Union Records 
Committee; NWR: National Wildlife Refuge; PL: Pawnee L, Lancaster Co; Res: 
Reservoir; eRWB: eastern Rainwater Basin, south central and southeast Nebraska; 
SCP: Spring Creek Prairie, Lancaster Co; SHP: State Historical Park; SL: Sewage 
Lagoon(s); SP: State Park; SRA: State Recreation Area; WMA: (State) Wildlife 
Management Area; WPA: (Federal) Waterfowl Production Area; WSR: Wind 
Springs Ranch, Sioux Co. 

GAZETTEER 

Kiowa WMA: Scotts Bluff Co; L Minatare: Scotts Bluff Co; Monroe Canyon: 
Sioux Co; Niobrara Marsh: Knox Co; Old Stage Hill Road: Scotts Bluff Co; Ponca 
SP: Dixon Co; Schramm SP: Sarpy Co; Smith L WMA: Sheridan Co; Sowbelly 
Canyon: Sioux Co; Wildcat Hills NC: Scotts Bluff-Banner Cos. 

OBSERVERS 

AK: Alice Kenitz, Gering; ARy: Allen Reyer, Bellevue; AS: Audrey Sterkel, 
Sidney; BFH: Bill F. Huser, South Sioux City; BP: Babs Padelford, Bellevue; 
BW: Bruce Walgren, Casper, WY; CC: Carol Carpenter, Verdon; CD: Chuck 
Dummer, Kearney; CHy: Carr Heaney, Omaha; CNK: Clem N. Klaphake, Bellevue; 
CR: Carolyn Rieke, Lincoln; DB: Duane Bright, Omaha; DC: David Chaffin, 
Cleveland, TN; DP: Don Paseka, Ames; DSt: Dave Stage, Lincoln; DW: Donna 
Walgren, Casper, WY; EB: Elliot Bedows, Omaha; GB: Greg Butcher, Brookfield, 
WI; GH: Glen Hoge, Alma; HKH: Helen K. Hughson, Mitchell; JA: Jerry Allen, 
Gretna; JC: Jamalee Clark, Gering; JD: John Dinan, Lincoln; JED: James E. Ducey, 
Omaha; JGJ: Joel G. Jorgensen, Blair; JJ: Jan Johnson, Wakefield; JK: Jim 
Kovanda, Omaha; JO: Jerry Oldenettel, Socorro, NM; JP: Jan Paseka, Ames; JSt: 
Jon Strong, Omaha; JT: Jerry Toll, Omaha; JWH: John W. Hall, Omaha; KCR: 
Kathleen Crawford-Rose, Bellevue; KD: Kathy DeLara, Mitchell; KN: Kay Niyo, 
Evergreen, CO; KP: Kevin Poague, Lincoln; LE: Larry Einemann, Lincoln; LFr: 
Lonnie Frimann, Scottsbluff; LP: Loren Padelford, Bellevue; LR: Lanny Randolph, 
Gibbon; MA: Mark Armstrong, Omaha; MB: Mark Brogie, Creighton; MUs: Moni 
Usasz, Lincoln; NP: Neva Pruess, Lincoln; PEL: Paul E. Lehman, Cape May, NJ; 
RE: Rick Eades, Lincoln; RG: Ruth Green, Bellevue; RH: Robin Harding, Gibbon; 
SA: Sue Amiotte, Chadron; SJ: Stephen Jones, Boulder, CO; SJD: Stephen J. 
Dinsmore, Starkville, MS; SK: Sandy Kovanda, Omaha; TEL: Thomas E. Labedz, 
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Lincoln; TH; Thomas Hoffinan, Omaha; TJW: TJ. Walker, Brady; WH: Wanda 

Hoge, Alma; WRS: W. Ross Silcock, Tabor, lA. 

SPECIES ACCOUNTS 

Greater White-fronted Goose: Two stragglers were reported, about average, one 
each at HCR 22 Jun - 25 Jul (GH,WH) and in the eRWB 31 Jul (JGJ). 

Snow Goose: About 11 were reported around the state, usual for mid-summer. 

Canada Goose: Best summering count was the 320 at BOL 27 Jun (LE). 

Cackling Goose: A small goose identified as a hutchinsii, now considered a species 
separate from larger forms (see Introduction, above), remained through the period 
at Clay County Wetland 32 (JGJ), for an apparent first summer record. More 
such records might be expected, however, as this small pale-breasted Arctic goose 
regularly migrates through central and eastern Nebraska, occurring in 
concentrations in the Rainwater Basin in spring. 

Trumpeter Swan: One was on a nest near Merriman 9 Jun (CNK), the only report. 

Wood Duck: Broods were noted 2 Jun - 27 Jul (PEL,LR,RH) as expected. 

Gadwall: Best count was 35 at LM 19 Jun (SJD). 

American Wigeon: Uncommon in mid-summer away from the fairly restricted 
breeding range were 4-8 at LM 19-20 Jun (SJD,WRS,KN) and especially a single 
at HCR 27 Jun (GH,WH). 

Mallard: Best count was 260 at LM 20 Jun (SJD). 

Blue-winged Teal: First broods reported were 3 in Lincoln Co 2 Jun (TJW). Best 
count was 231 at LM 19 Jun (SJD). 

Cinnamon Teal: Best count was not at the usual location, Kiowa WMA, but at 
LM, where 6 were found 20 Jun, including 2 pairs (SJD,WRS,KN). A little out 
of range and rather late at a presumably non-breeding location was one at HCR 

11 Jun (GH,WH). No broods were reported. 

Northern Shoveler: Routine reports. 

Northern Pintail: Routine reports. 

Green-winged Teal: Routine reports. 

Canvasback: The only report was of a female at LO 19 Jun (SJD); mid-summer 
sightings away from the breeding range are few. 

Redhead: Continuing a trend seen in recent summers, small numbers were noted 
away from breeding locations. At Alma 2-6 summered on the East SL (GH,WH), 
and 17 were at LM and LO 19 Jun (SJD). One in the eRWB 26 Jun increased to 

12 by 31 Jul (JGJ). The only brood reported was in Sheridan Co 5 Jul (JGJ). 

Lesser Scaup: A female remained at Alma SL through 27 Jun (GH,WH); mid¬ 
summer reports away from breeding areas are few. 

Hooded Merganser: In recent years summering immatures have become normal; 
this summer about 18 were reported, most westerly the 6 at LO 17 Jun (JSt). 

Red-breasted Merganser: A surprise was one at HCR 20 Jun (SJD), only the 2nd 
ever recorded for Jun. 

Ruddy Duck: Unexpected was a male at Alma East SL 25-27 Jun (GH,WH), and 6 
at Fairmont SL 26 Jun (JGJ) were also a surprise. Breeding may occur anywhere 
in the state, however. 

Chukar: Again a few birds, 1-4, were seen at BOL 12-28 Jun (LE,KP); these are 
presumably birds released for dog training. 

Gray Partridge: The only report was of one just northwest of Wakefield 16 Jun, the 
first in the area for 5 years (JJ). 

Ring-necked Pheasant: Routine reports. 

Sharp-tailed Grouse: Five young were seen near Gering 30 Jun (AK). 
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Greater Prairie-Chicken: Routine reports. 

Wild Turkey: A group of 37 “unemployed” toms and jakes was in southwest 
Lincoln Co 26 Jul (TJW); hopefully before they received their pink slips the 
objects of their desire were happily broody. 

Northern Bobwhite: This species is resident at Smith L WMA (SJ), possibly its 
northwestemmost regular location. 

Red-throated Loon: The bird reported in Spring at L Minatare remained through 2 
Jun, when it was mostly in alternate plumage (PEL,JO); this was Nebraska’s 4th 
spring record. 

Common Loon: The only one reported was a basic-plumaged bird at LO 19-20 Jun 
(SJD,WRS,KN). 

Pied-billed Grebe: Routine reports. 

Eared Grebe: Good counts were the 108 at Bunger L, Sheridan Co, 9 Jun (CNK) 
and the 85 nest mounds at White L, Sheridan Co, 7 Jul (JGJ). The status of one 
at LO 19 Jun (SJD) was difficult to categorize; breeding is not known there, but 
one at Alma SL 2 Jun (GH,WH) was a late migrant. 

Western Grebe: Best count was 1715 at LM 19 Jun (SJD), many of these are likely 
immatures, but breeding occurs there. 

Clark’s Grebe: Up to 7 were at LM through 20 Jun (m.ob.), typical for this 
location. 

American White Pelican: There was some interest in numbers present this summer 
because of the surprising and unexplained abandonment of eggs and chicks in late 
May and early Jun by virtually all of the 27,000 or so adult birds at Chase Lake 
N\^, North Dakota, North America’s largest breeding colony. Prior to this 
summer, during Jun-Jul there were only 2 counts over 100 of pelicans in 
Nebraska. This summer, there were several, totaling about 1000; these seem 
likely to have come from Chase Lake. Best was the 350-400 in Platte Co 19 Jun 
(TJW). Others were 100+ circling over Merritt Res, Cherry Co, 6 Jun (CNK), 
140 at BOL 12 Jun (LE), 166 flying over Scotia 13 Jun (LR,RH), 123 at HCR 
20 Jun (SJD) and through Jul (GH,WH), and 100 over Genoa 19 Jun (TJW). 

Brown Pelican: One appeared at HCR 20 Jun (SJD, photo) and remained with a 
group of about 15 American White Pelicans through 10 Jul (LR,RH). This is the 
6th documented record for Nebraska, all in the period 12 May-10 Jul. 

Double-crested Cormorant: Rare eastward in mid-summer, 2 were at Walnut Creek 
Res, Sarpy Co, 27 Jun (CHy) and 8 were at BOL the same day (LE). 

American Bittern: Best count was 5 in the eRWB 26 Jun (JGJ); this species 
summers regularly there, although nesting has not been confirmed for several 
years tJorgensen. http://rip.physics.unk.edu/NOU/eRWBbirdlistJGJPDF.pdf l. 

Great Blue Heron: A rookery with 30+ nests was found just south of Valentine 
NWR, Cheny Co, 9 Jun (CNK). 

Great Egret: Few were reported, best count only 14, those in the eRWB 31 Jul 
(JGJ). 

Snowy Egret: The only report was of one in southeast Cheny Co 29 Jun (JED); a 
few appear during Jun-Jul. 

Cattle Egret: As with Great Egret, best counts were in late Jul; 113 were at a Clay 
Co wetland 31 Jul (JGJ). Few others were reported, although “a bunch” were in 
southeast Cherry Co 29 Jun (JED). 

Green Heron: Several sightings of 1-2 along the Platte River in Lincoln Co during 
the summer (TJW) were somewhat westerly. There are no breeding records in the 
Platte Valley west of Lincoln Co. 

Black-crowned Night-Heron: Best count was 6 roosting near Burwell 18 Jun 
(MUs). 
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Yellow-crowned Night-Heron: The only report was of a Ist-year bird in Creighton 
9 Jun (fide MB); this is the first Knox Co record since 1986 (fide MB), and only 
the 3rd for northern Nebraska, all in spring. 

White-faced Ibis; Numbers were good in the Sandhills, with 3 observers using 
words like “abound” (JED), “many, likely breeding several sites” (JGJ), and 
“lots” (JT); reports were from Cherry, Sheridan, and Garden Cos. The only other 
report was of an adult at Jack Sinn WMA, Lancaster Co, 12 Jun (LE); this 
species is uncommon in the east. 

Turkey Vulture: Routine reports. 

Osprey: One at the North Platte Fish Hatchery 23 Jul (TJW) was rather early; 
reports in the period 11 Jun - 7 Aug are few. This species is not known to breed 
in the state currently. 

Mississippi Kite: None were reported, although birds had been seen in Ogallala, the 
only known breeding site, in spring. 

Bald Eagle: Two adults were near the North Platte airport 25 Jun, in the area where 
a nest had blown down in late May (TJW). Two adults were at Swan L, Cherry 
Co, 8 Jun; it was unknown if they were nesting in the area (CNK). A surprise 
was an immature at HCR 17 Jul (GH,WH); perhaps it had fledged in the area in 
the last couple of years. 

Northern Harrier: An unusually dark bird was seen in Harlan Co 25 Jul; head, 
back, and throat were “almost coal black”, but white rump patch was present 
(GH,WH). Perhaps this bird was an exceptionally dark, recently-fledged juvenile; 
Wheeler {Raptors of Western North America, 2003) mentions only 2 melanistic 
birds, both adults, neither of which had white rumps. 

Sharp-shinned Hawk: Singles in Nemaha Co 13 Jun (JSt) and Otoe Co 20 Jun 
(LF,CF) were rather late; there is a surprising number of Jun reports (20+) from 
southeast Nebraska, raising the possibility of confusion with small male 
Cooper's Hawks, although there are old records of breeding in the southeast by 
Sharp-shinned Hawks. 

Cooper’s Hawk: An adult with two fluffy chicks in a nest was discovered at SCP 
26 Jun (KP). 

Red-shouldered Hawk: None were reported; following only one FF sighting in 
Feb and one in Apr (only recently reported), it appears that only a single bird was 
present then and no summering pair resulted. 

Broad-winged Hawk: The only report was of one at FF 31 Jul (CNK,GB), 
somewhat early for a migrant; one was reported there in Apr, but none in the 
interim. 

Swainson’s Hawk: Easternmost was one near Ames 18 Jul (DP,JP); this species is 
uncommon in the east. 

Red-tailed Hawk: Routine reports. 

Ferruginous Hawk: Routine reports. 

Golden Eagle: Routine reports. 

American Kestrel; Routine reports. 

Prairie Falcon: Garden Co has few suitable breeding sites for this species north of 
the Platte River Valley, and breeding has not been reported there; a single bird 
north of CLNWR 12 Jul (JT) may have been a non-breeder. 

Peregrine Falcon: A pair was in attendance at the State Capitol in Lincoln, but 
nesting did not occur; both the male and female were banded but it was not 
possible to determine whether they were the same pair that was present last year 
(JD). In Omaha, Zeus, the male, was present for his 9th consecutive year and 
Amelia was present for her fifth year; they produced 3 young (JD). 

Virginia Rail: The only report of breeding was the sighting of 2 adults with 2 fluffy 
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young along White Horse Creek, Lincoln Co, 9 Jun (TJW). Other sightings 
included 4 birds at Pawnee Creek, Lincoln Co, 27 Jun (LR,RH), one near North 
Loup 4 Jul (LR,RH), and a belated sighting of one at Sinninger Basin, York Co, 
5 Jul 2003 (LR,RH). This species is “perhaps a casual breeder” in the RWB 
(Jorgensen-URL cited above). 

Sora: None were reported. 

American Coot: An adult with a chick was at Chilibaba Ponds, Scotts Bluff Co, 13 
Jun, and another with 7 young was there 17 Jul (KD). This wetland mitigation 
pond is providing good waterbird habitat. Drier conditions this year reduced 
numbers at Moger WPA, Clay Co; only 3 birds were there 26 Jun compared to 
6+ breeding pairs last summer (JGJ). 

Sandhill Crane: An apparent cripple which had been near Gibbon since spring was 
seen 17 Jul (LR,RH). Very interesting information was received from Sioux Co 
(fide AK) indicating that a pair of Sandhill Cranes raised 2 young in .2003; the 
rancher, Larry Wickersham, said that a pair was there in 2002, but he saw no 
young. They raised 2 young in 2003 and came back in 2004, but left in Jun 
because of the very dry conditions and lack of water. Larry said that the odd 
sounds made by the cranes "spooked his horses". The birds in 2003 bred on a 
neighboring ranch but foraged in meadow and meadow stubble in 2003, 
accompanied by their young. 

American Golden-Plover: None were reported; early dates, presumably adults, are 
in mid-Jul, but adults are not expected in fall. 

Snowy Plover: Very exciting was the major increase in numbers of breeding birds 
this summer at 2 major reservoirs where drought conditions and irrigation draw¬ 
down exposed extensive sandy flats. As many as 20+ individuals and 10 nests 
were located at LM this summer and 19 chicks fledged (Gabe Wilson, fide SJD); 
on 19 Jun 10 males and 4 females, a nest with 3 eggs, and a brood were found 
there (SJD). The second location, HCR, had 2 pairs, each with a "very fresh 
brood", 20 Jun (SJD). 

Semipalmated Plover: Apparent late spring migrants were 2-3 at LM 19-20 Jun 
(SJD); this is the latest of 9 Jun dates for this species. First for fall were 3 in 
Lincoln 24 Jul (LE). 

Piping Plover: Incredible record numbers were at LM this summer: 360+ 
individuals and 182 nests were found and 371 chicks fledged (Gabe 
Wilson,SJD). As might be expected, nesting was taking place at HCR also; 5 
broods were there 20 Jun (SJD). The first Panhandle breeding record for this 
species, made possible because of drought-induced low water levels, was L 
Minatare, where 2 birds had a nest 19 Jun (SJD). A southeast Saunders Co gravel 
operation provides breeding habitat each summer; at least one brood was noted 
there 19 and 29 Jun (CNK,ARy). 

Killdeer: Best count was a moderate 76 at LM 19 Jun (SJD). 

Mountain Plover: None were reported. 

Black-necked Stilt: This species is increasing in numbers rapidly in the western 
Sandhills; detailed data were provided by JGJ of sightings of about 55 
individuals and about 8 breeding pairs, 6 confirmed with chicks, at several 
wetlands in Sheridan and Garden Cos 3-5 Jul. Additional sightings were of 17 at 
Lakeside 5 Jun (JED) and 2 near Smith L WMA 9 Jun (CNK). Breeding also 
occurred again at County Road F Pond, near Kiowa WMA, where 2 pairs were 
nesting and at least one brood resulted (KD,PEL,JO,AK). This pond is another 
Scotts Bluff Co wetland mitigation pond that is having immediate success as a 
breeding location for waterbirds. 

American Avocet: At least 50 adults were at the County Road F Pond, Scotts Bluff 
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Co, during the period (KD); “dozens” were on nests and at least 7 broods were 
counted (KD,AK). All had departed the area by 28 Jul (KD). Along with the 
large numbers of Black-necked Stilts in the western Sandhills, large numbers of 
avocets were present, including 300 and at least one nest at Schoonover L, 
northwest Garden Co, 5 Jul (JGJ). At LM, a nest was located 19 Jun, along with 
42 adults (SJD); this appears to be the first confirmed nesting there. 

Greater Yellowlegs: First were 2 at HCR 22 Jun (GH,WH), about on schedule for 
fall arrival. 

Lesser Yellowlegs: Separating spring and fall migrants is difficult; some birds 
probably do not complete migration, such as one at HCR 13 Jun (GH,WH). This 
and another, possibly an early fall migrant, were there 20 Jun (SJD). Presumably 
fall migrants based on the numbers were 7 in the eRWB (JGJ) and 7 in Cherry 
Co (JED) on 26 Jun, and late spring migrants were 3 at Sinninger Basin, Clay 
Co, 12 Jun (LR,RH). 

Solitary Sandpiper: First for fall was one rather early in Seward Co 27 Jun (LE). 

Willet: A good count was 60 in southern Sheridan Co 14 Jun (JED). Two at LM 
19-20 Jun (SJD) may have been early fall migrants. 

Spotted Sandpiper: Routine reports. 

Upland Sandpiper: Good numbers were evident in the breeding range, with 40 in 
Platte River meadows in Lincoln Co 21 Jun (TJW), and it was “pleasantly 
ubiquitous” in Sheridan and Garden Cos 4 Jul (JGJ). An adult with 3 young was 
near North Loup 4 Jul (LR,RH). 

Long-billed Curlew: A few breed as far west as Scotts Bluff and Banner Cos; 4 
were just north of the county line 17 Jun (AK). An excellent tally was the 200 
scattered among potholes north of CLNWR 12 Jul (JT); such aggregations form 
prior to the fall exodus. An early fall migrant was at HCR 20 Jun (SJD). 

Marbled God wit: This species may have suffered a serious setback in breeding 
within its normal range to the north of Nebraska this year, as large numbers 
appeared in Nebraska beginning with 5 north of CLNWhl 9 Jun (CNK), 18 in 
southern Sheridan Co 14 Jun (JED), and peaking at an amazing 186 at LM 20 
Jun (SJD,WRS,KN), by far a record count. Previous high counts have been in 
Jul and Aug. Appearance at these dates might suggest breeding, but the evidence 
remains circumstantial only. A rancher “on the vast meadow flat” north of 
Lakeside indicated that “short-billed curlews” had bred there “for decades” (fide 
JED), but there is no confirmation of this. Marbled Godwit is not known to 
breed regularly in Nebraska. A belated report was of a pair 7 miles south of 
Smith L WMA in early Jun 2003 that was aggressively territorial, attacking the 
observer, and present at the same spot 4 weeks earlier (SJ); they were not 
observed this year. 

Sanderling: None were reported; early dates are in late Jul. 

Semipalmated Sandpiper: Likely late spring migrants were 3 at LM 19 Jun (SJD), 
the latest spring date. However, the earliest fall date is 25 Jun, suggesting that 
such mid-Jun records are of birds which have not undergone a complete 
migration. 

Western Sandpiper: None were reported; early dates are in late Jul. 

Least Sandpiper: The 1-3 at LM 19-20 Jun (SJD) and one at HCR 20 Jun (SJD) 
were probable early fall migrants, as early fall dates begin 22 Jun whereas late 
spring dates end 10 Jun. This species is generally not a late spring migrant. 
Best count was 86 in Lincoln 24 Jul (LE). 

White-rumped Sandpiper: Even though a noted late spring migrant, rather late 
were 9 at LM and 4 at HCR 20 Jun (SJD), and a worn adult at Hultine North 
WPA, Clay Co, 26 Jun (JGJ). The latter is the latest ever except for 3 confirmed 
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fall records. Numbers were low this year, with no counts over 50; significantly 
higher numbers are seen into Jun. It was suggested (JGJ) that widespread rain and 
resulting sheet water later in May dispersed these birds, resulting in few, if any, 
large aggregations. 

Baird’s Sandpiper: Yet another species with mid-Jun dates this summer, this in 
surprising numbers; one was at L Minatare 19 Jun (SJD), as many as 30 were at 
LM 19 Jun, declining to 9 on 20 Jun (SJD), and 12 were at HCR 20 Jun (SJD). 
These were likely late spring migrants, but this is difficult to determine by 
plumage, as both late spring and early fall migrants are adults. 

Pectoral Sandpiper; And again; 2 at Sinninger Basin, York Co, 12 Jun (LE) were 
rather late for this often-recorded-in-Jun species, and an injured adult at HCR 20 
Jun (SJD) was about the 4th latest ever in spring. (I’m assuming the latter bird 
was headed northward when it was injured!) Earliest fall dates are in early Jul. 

Stilt Sandpiper: Latest on record for spring were 6 at LM 19 Jun, 3 there 20 Jun 
(SJD), and an injured adult at HCR 20 Jun (SJD). Rather early for fall were 3 in 
Lincoln 18 Jul (LE); earliest fall date is 5 Jul. 

Buff-breasted Sandpiper: Rather early were 21 in the eRWB 31 Jul, including 18 
at North Lake Basin, Seward Co, on bare ground scraped clean during wetland 
restoration (JGJ). Numbers were disappointing (JGJ). 

Short-billed Dowitcher: None were reported; fall arrival is generally in late Jul. 

Long-billed Dowitcher: An altemate-plumaged adult at HCR 20 Jun (SJD) added 
to the long list of mid-Jun shorebirds found this summer. This is the latest ever 
for spring. Fall arrival is in late Jul; the only one reported, however, was in the 
eRWB 31 Jul (JGJ). 

Wilson’s Snipe: Breeding may occur virtually anywhere in the state, but is 
generally restricted to areas north of the Platte Valley and westward; sightings 
along \^ite Horse Creek, Lincoln Co, 9 and 21 Jun (TJW) may have been of 
breeding birds, but breeding is unconfirmed in Lincoln Co. Breeding has been 
confirmed in the past in Lancaster Co, and so, while a rare sighting, 4 at Jack 
Sinn WMA, Lancaster Co, on 12 Jun (LE) may also have been breeding. 

American Woodcock: None were reported. 

Wilson’s Phalarope: Probably few of the 104 birds of mixed gender at LM 19 Jun 
(SJD) were breeders, although breeding has been recorded there; most were likely 
failed- or non-breeders, as probably were 2 at HCR 20 Jun (SJD). The 350 at 
Chain of Lakes, northern Garden Co, 4 Jul were thouglit to be post-breeders, as 
some were juveniles, but territorial males were present also (JGJ). Six males in 
the eRWB 26 Jun (JGJ) were also likely non-breeders; at this time males would 
be incubating. 

Red-necked Phalarope: Two males at LM 19 Jun (SJD) were out of place for the 
date; these also were likely failed breeders. This species does not breed in the 
state. There is a male specimen in the State Museum collected in Scotts Bluff Co 
23 Jun 1916 (fide TEL). 

Laughing Gull: A surprising two were reported, both altemate-plumaged adults, 
one at L Minatare 18 Jun (WRS,KN) and the other at LM 20 Jun 
(SJD,WRS,KN); the latter was displaying to uninterested Franklin’s Gulls. 
These are the 11th and 12th documented records for the state, almost all in spring 
and summer. 

Franklin’s Gull: Best count was 730 at LM 20 Jun, including a leucistic 
individual which was essentially white (SJD,WRS,KN). Such numbers at this 
date are indicative of failed breeding. More typical of fall migration, numbers at 
HCR had increased to 400 by 25 Jul (GH,WH). 

Bonaparte’s Gull: The only report was a first alternate bird at LM 19 Jun (SJD); 



86 


The Nebraska Bird Review 


Vol. 72 No. 3 


this is a record late spring date. There is only one mid-summer record, and 
earliest fall date is 19 Jul. 

Ring-billed Gull: Best count was 683 at LM 20 Jun, including a leucistic bird 
(SJD). This is a record count for Jun. 

California Gull: Best count at LM was the 21 birds there 20 Jun (SJD); ages were 
mixed, with 8 adults, 11 second alternates, and one first alternate. Two were at 
L Minatare 2 Jun (PEL,JO). 

Herring Gull: An adult at LM 19 Jun (SJD,WRS,KN) is the first Nebraska record 
of an adult in the period 14 May-20 Sep. It was accompanied by 5 juveniles 
(SJD,WRS,KN). 

Lesser Black-backed Gull: A first alternate-plumaged bird at LM 19 Jun 
(SJD,WRS,KN); this is the only record for Nebraska 30 Apr-24 Aug, although 
there are now some 39 total records for the state, 19 each for spring and fall. 

Great Black-backed Gull: Apparently the same bird present 15-16 May was again 
noted at LM 19-20 Jun (SJD,WRS,KN); it represents the 16th record for 
Nebraska. 

Caspian Tern: Most reports were from the LM area: one near Clear Creek Marshes, 
Keith Co, 4 Jun (DC) and 5 at LM 20 Jun (SJD,WRS,KN). This species has 
occurred in small numbers at LM in Jun in recent years. Rare in mid-summer 
elsewhere, 3 were at BOL 10 Jul (LE). 

Common Tern: The only reports were of one in Scotts Bluff Co 13 Jun (KD) and 7 
at LM 20 Jun (SJD); the latter is the latest spring date. There are no records 21 
Jun-21 Jul. 

Forster’s Tern: Apparently a newly-discovered breeding location is Square L, 
western Cherry Co, where nesting was in progress 28 Jun (JED). Mid-summer 
records (14 Jun-3 Jul) away from breeding locations are few; 4 were at Burchard 
L SRA, Pawnee Co, 19 Jun (LE), 1-3 were at LM 19-20 Jun (SJD), 5 were at 
HCR 20 Jun (SJD), and 3 at BOL 27 Jun (LE). Rather late as spring migrants 
were 2 at HCR 13 Jun (GH,WH). Early for fall was one near Sargent 5 Jul 
(LR,RH). 

Least Tern: Good numbers were breeding at a southeast Saunders Co gravel pit; 
best tally was on 29 Jun, with 24 adults, 2 juveniles, and 5+ chicks (ARy); 30+ 
birds were there 19 Jun and "good numbers" 31 Jul (CNK,GB). At LM 11 were 
present 19 Jun (SJD) and for the summer 19 nests were found and 26 chicks 
fledged (Gabe Wilson, fide SJD). The Platte River adjacent to Schramm SP in 
Sarpy Co is good for this species; 5 were at the hatchery ponds and 7 on the river 
17 Jul (LE). 

Black Tern: Large flocks were noted rather early in fall, indicative of failed 
breeding; 178 in a single flock were at LM 20 Jun (SJD,WRS,KN) and 227 were 
at HCR the same day (SJD). Still at their breeding site were 200 at White L, 
Sheridan Co, 4 Jul (JGJ). 

Rock Pigeon: Routine reports. 

Eurasian Collared-Dove: Nesting was observed in Nebraska City during the 
summer (Pam and Jerry Esser fide SJD). Best count was 15 at Cody Park, North 
Platte, 9 Jun (TJW). There were no new county records. 

White-winged Dove: Records of this species continue unabated; one photographed 
in a Gretna yard was there 4-18 Jun (JA). This is the 30th state record, all since 
1988. 

Mourning Dove: Routine reports. 

Black-billed Cuckoo: The 4 reports were encouraging: singles in two different 
southeast Lincoln Co cedar canyons 5 and 9 Jun (TJW), one in southwest Dixon 
Co 7 Jul (JJ), and one in Lancaster Co 10 Jul (LE). 
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Yellow-billed Cuckoo: A good count was the 10 in southeast Lincoln Co 5 Jun 
(TJW). 

Barn Owl: There were several reports from and near the Panhandle, including a pair 
with 3 young using a hole in the high dirt banks around Red Willow Res, 
Frontier Co, 15 Jun (Angus Garey fide TJW). Another appeared to be nesting on 
the spillway structure at Enders Dam, Chase Co, 2 Jul (TJW). Singles were at 
West Lawn Cem, Gering, 2 Jun (PEL,JO), Kiowa WMA 6 Jun (AK), and 1-2 
were at CLNWR 2-4 Jul (JGJ,JT). 

Eastern Screech-Owl; Routine reports. 

Great Horned Owl: Routine reports. 

Burrowing Owl: Best count was 11 at a prairie-dog town along Antelope Road in 
Lincoln Co 2 Jun (TJW). Three of 7 seen near Gordon 9 Jun had down (CNK), 
and a pair with 6 young were at a prairie-dog town near Stockville 23 Jun (TJW). 
None were reported from the eastern half of the state. 

Barred Owl: Routine reports. 

Long-eared Owl: This species has nested virtually statewide, but records are few. 
Thus of interest were fledged young at Smith L WMA 7 Jun (SJ); the species 
had nested here in the early 1990s also (SJ). A surprise was one flushed at Clear 
Creek Marshes, Keith Co, 4 Jun (DC). 

Short-eared Owl: About 7 were reported, all from Panhandle grasslands, although 
one in Kimball Co 18 Jun was using CRP grassland; a pair had been seen at the 
same location a few years earlier (WRS). 

Common Nighthawk: Routine reports. 

Common Poorwill: Somewhat easterly were one at McKelvie NF, Cherry Co, 12 
Jun (KP) and a road killed bird in Cottonwood Canyon, Lincoln Co, 22 Jun 
(TJW). The latter is surprisingly only the 2nd Lincoln Co record; breeding 
numbers may be significant in the cedar canyons in southeast Lincoln Co. 

Chuck-will’s-widow: This species continues at a traditional location, Wolf L, 
Saunders Co, where 1-2 were heard 19 and 26 Jun (TH). A belated report was of 
one far out of the expected range at Smith L WMA in 1995 (SJ). There is, 
however, a report from Thomas Co and regular sightings from the Fort Kearny 
area, along the Buffalo-Keamey Cos line. 

Whip-poor-will: None were reported. 

Chimney Swift: Routine reports. 

White-throated Swift: Routine reports. 

Ruby-throated Hummingbird: Intriguing was the continuing presence from spring 
(9 May) through 13 Jun of a pair in a Brady yard (TJW); although nesting 
apparently did not occur, these birds were only the 3rd record for the western half 
of the state. The few other reports were from the east; no breeding was 
documented. 

Broad-tailed Hummingbird: The only report was from a Mitchell yard 16 Jul 
(KD), the earliest fall record ever by one day. 

Rufous Hummingbird: The only report was from WSR 29 Jul (HKH). 
Surprisingly few hummingbirds were reported from the Panhandle. 

Hummingbird sp.: An unidentified hummingbird was in a Gering yard around 7 
Jun (JC, fide AK) and another south of Gering 21 Jun (AK). At this time, these 
could have been any of several species. 

Belted Kingfisher: Routine reports. 

Red-headed Woodpecker: Several observers indicated that this species was 
conspicuously numerous this summer. 

Red-bellied Woodpecker: Routine reports. 

Downy Woodpecker: Routine reports. 
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Hairy Woodpecker: Routine reports. 

Northern Flicker: Routine reports. 

Pileated Woodpecker: Two birds were seen in the vicinity of this spring’s nest site 
in northern FF during the first week of Jun (CNK), and one was heard in 
southern FF 4 Jun (BP,LP)- 

Western Wood-Pewee: Nesting birds were at the Gordon Cem (nest-building) 9 Jun 
(CNK) and at Smith L WMA the same day (CNK). Good numbers were noted on 
the Pine Ridge, Sioux and Dawes Cos, 12 Jun (AK). 

Eastern Wood-Pewee: Singles in Harlan Co 5 Jun (GH,WH) and at Oxford 10 Jul 
(LR,RH) were at or near the west edge of the Republican Valley range, and a 
singing bird at Victoria Springs SRA, Custer Co (TJW), was northwesterly. 

Acadian Flycatcher: Numbers are increasing in the southeast; 4 were at ICSP 13 
Jun (WRS) and 2 were in Handsome Hollow, FF, 6 Jun (WRS). 

Willow Flycatcher: Good numbers of this summering empid were found in Lincoln 
Co, including 10 calling males near Hershey 4 Jun (TJW) and 6 along Pawnee 
Creek 27 Jun (LR,RH). A few others were reported statewide. 

Least Flycatcher: Unexpected and virtually unprecedented was a single which called 
several times in southeast Saunders Co 19 Jun (CNK); there are old 
undocumented reports of breeding for Douglas and Richardson Cos, and a pair 
apparently nested in northeast Kansas in 1996. 

Cordilleran Flycatcher: Routine reports. 

Eastern Phoebe: A good count was 10 in southeast Lincoln Co 5 Jun (TJW). 

Say’s Phoebe: The enigmatic appearances of this species in the northeast continued 
this year with one near the observer’s Dixon Co yard 9 Jul (JJ); 1-2 birds have 
been seen in the area sporadically since 1997 (JJ). 

Great Crested Flycatcher: This species has been present on the Pine Ridge as far 
west as Sioux Co for some time now, but generally is found in riparian habitat. 
Mollhoff {Nebraska Breeding Bird Atlas) raised the possibility that it might be 
adapting to non-riparian habitats (“dry upland wooded areas”) as it moves 
westward in Nebraska. Interesting observations in this regard were of 10 birds in 
the cedar canyons of southeast Lincoln Co 5 Jun (TJW), 3 in a “roadside thicket 
in the middle of a large beautiful prairie” in Franklin Co 6 Jun (LR,RH), and one 
in central Sheridan Co 9 Jun where there was “not much habitat” (CNK). 
Although these early Jun sightings might be of migrants, most birds are on 
territory by this time. Additional westerly sightings were of 2 at McCook 16 Jun 
(TJW) and 2 at Enders Res, Chase Co, 2 Jul (TJW). The latter 2 records are only 
the 8th and 9th in the Republican River drainage west of Harlan Co, all since 
1986. 

Cassin’s Kingbird: One in open prairie in southern Banner Co 2 Jun (PEL,JO) 
may still have been migrating; in Nebraska this species usually is found in open, 
shrubby woodland or parkland. 

Western Kingbird: An interesting discussion on NEBIRDS generally concluded 
that in eastern Nebraska this species is associated with man-made structures, thus 
occurring in towns and cities, in contrast to Eastern Kingbird, which is rural 
throughout the state. Perhaps the use of structures has allowed Westerns to 
spread eastward with minimal interference from Easterns. 

Eastern Kingbird: Routine reports. 

Scissor-tailed Flycatcher: This species may be moving northward; this summer 
there were 3 reports, including a nesting pair at a ball park in Filley. Apparently 
the birds were in Filley in 2003 (fide BP,LP), and this year were first noted 9 
Jun (BP,LP) and a nest discovered 12 Jun (JK,SK). Last report was 25 Jun (NP); 
no information came to hand regarding nest success, but the male was seen to be 
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“out playing in right field” 13 Jun (EB). This is the 10th nesting record for 
Nebraska. Two other reports were of singles near North Platte 4 Jun (JJ) and an 
adult male at Eppley Airfield, Omaha, 25-27 Jul (JT,MA), where a female or 
immature had been seen in 2003 (JT). These are the 19th and 20th Jun-Jul 
records for Nebraska without nesting noted. 

Loggerhead Shrike: A nest with 5-6 naked young was found in York Co 19 Jun 
(LR,RH). 

Bell’s Vireo: This species is numerous in central Nebraska: 15 were in Valley Co 13 
Jun (LR,RH); 12 calling males, 3 nests, 2 with eggs, were near Hershey 4 Jun 
(TJW); and 10 were counted in southeast Lincoln Co 5 Jun (TJW). 

Yellow-throated Vireo: A good count was 6 in Douglas and Sarpy Cos 6 Jun 
(WRS), and northerly were 2 at Ashford Scout Camp, Thurston Co, 18 Jun 
(BFH). 

Plumbeous Vireo: Marking the end of spring migration and start of fall were 
singles at WSR 5 Jun and 26 Jul (HKH); these are the latest spring and earliest 
fall dates for migrants (there is no breeding habitat at WSR). 

Warbling Vireo: Routine reports. 

Red-eyed Vireo: An excellent count was the 24 in Howard Co 8 Jun (LR,RH). 

Blue Jay: Routine reports. 

Pinyon Jay: None were reported. 

Black-billed Magpie: A group of 7 at Old Stage Road, Scotts Bluff Co, 17 Jul 
were the most the observer had seen together for some time (AK). 

American Crow: None were seen during the summer at Wolf L, Saunders Co, for 
the first time in 29 years, prompting the observer to invoke the possibility of 
West Nile Virus as a causative agent (TH). 

Horned Lark; Juveniles with adults in Saunders and Lancaster Cos 10 Jul (LE) 
were probably second broods for this usually early nester. 

Purple Martin; First fall staging was noted in Lincoln, where “hundreds” were 
present 27 Jul (CR). Breeding occurs in the Republican Valley west to 
Benkelman, where 5 were at a martin house 7 Jun (MB); it is common in 
Culbertson, where it has nested since 1965 (JSt). Rare fi*om about Ogallala 
westward in the Platte Valley, a good sighting was one at Ogallala 4 Jul (JSt). 

Tree Swallow: Nestlings were seen at Brady 9 Jun (TJW). This species has nested at 
Smith L WMA since 1993 (SJ). 

Violet-green Swallow: Routine reports. 

Northern Rough-winged Swallow: Routine reports. 

Bank Swallow: Apparently a recent colonizer in Scotts Bluff Co, one was at Kiowa 
WMA 17 Jun (AK), and an excellent fall aggregation of 250-300 was there Jul 28 
(KD). 

Cliff Swallow: Routine reports. 

Barn Swallow: Routine reports. 

Black-capped Chickadee: Singles were noted in a few places where they had been 
absent, suggesting a gradual recovery from the depressed numbers reported during 
2003-2004. One at Walnut Grove Park, Omaha, 12-14 Jun was the first there this 
year (JWH); only one was found in 100 miles of coverage in Lancaster Co 27 Jun 
(LE); and the first in the observer’s Dixon Co yard since Mar was one there 30 
Jun (JJ). Good numbers were noted, however, in the southeast Lincoln Co cedar 
canyons 22 Jun (TJW). 

Tufted Titmouse: Routine reports. 

Red-breasted Nuthatch: A juvenile was with 2 adults at McKelvie NF, Cherry Co, 
12 Jun (KP); this is the first report since breeding was first noted there in 1980. 

White-breasted Nuthatch: The subspecific identity of one at WSR 26 Jul (HKH) 



90 


The Nebraska Bird Review 


Vol. 72 No. 3 


was not determined, but would be of considerable interest. At this location, 
which does have breeding habitat, eastern birds which are spreading along the 
Platte Valley may occur, or a fall disperser from the western population in the 
Pine Ridge might occur. 

Pygmy Nuthatch: Routine reports. 

Brown Creeper: One was seen in the northwest part of the MRET (CNK), about a 
quarter of a mile from the 23 May sighting in the area; hopefully this indicates at 
least 2 pairs might be summering there. 

Rock Wren: The cedar canyons in southeast Lincoln Co again provided interesting 
sightings, this time of good numbers of Rock Wrens; best count was of 4 birds 
26 Jun and 2 nests were located 22 Jun (TJW). 

Carolina Wren: The small westerly population at HCR continues, with singles in 
the Methodist Cove area 17 and 27 Jun (GH,WH). Adults with 3 young in the 
observer’s Bellevue yard 6 Jun were building a new nest (KCR). 

House Wren: A veteran observer at Bellevue (RG) sent the following: “I remember 
when you could hear them singing all over Bellevue in the summer. I have even 
banded as many as 50 just in my yard-mo more. I'm lucky if 1 band 3.” This is 
an example of the importance of keeping track of numbers of common birds; 
numbers banded is also a good way to track populations (assuming the obvious 
variables are recognized). 

Sedge Wren: Jun reports are few; also somewhat northwesterly were 2 at Scotia 
Canal WMA, Valley Co, 13 Jun (LR,RH). More usual are singing birds in late 
Jul and Aug; 4 at Spikerush WMA, York Co, 25 Jul (LR,RH) were the first for 
fall. 

Marsh Wren: Southeastemmost were 2 at Nathan's L, Washington Co, 21 Jul (JT), 
2-5 at Jack Sinn WMA, Lancaster & Saunders Cos, 10-31 Jul (LE), and one in 
Cass Co 31 Jul (CNK,GB), the latter possibly an early migrant. Summer reports 
in the southeast are rare. 

Ruby-crowned Kinglet: Exceptionally early was one at WSR 26 Jul (HKH); this is 
only the 2nd Jul record ever. Usual arrival is in mid-Sep. 

Blue-gray Gnatcatcher: Reports from the edge of the eastern range were of one of 
the outlying population near the Orleans Republican River bridge 10 Jul 
(GH,WH), and singles in Lincoln 24-25 Jul (LE,TEL). 

Eastern Bluebird: A total of 67 had fledged from boxes at ADF by 31 Jul 
(LF,CF). 

Mountain Bluebird: Routine reports. 

Swainson’s Thrush: Last of the spring migrants was at WSR 2 Jun (HKH). 

Wood Thrush: A good count was 14 in Sarpy and Douglas Cos 6 Jun (WRS). 
This species is sometimes found in surprisingly small patches of woods; one 
such was at Verdon L SRA, Richardson Co, 18 Jul (CC). 

American Robin: An aggregation of 56 mostly young birds at Victoria Springs 
SRA, Custer Co, 19 Jul 2003 (LR,RH) was about on schedule for fall flock 
formation. 

Gray Catbird: A nest with 5 eggs was found near Hershey 4 Jun (TJW). 

Northern Mockingbird: An excellent count was the 6 on a BBS route in southeast 
Lincoln Co 5 Jun (TJW). The other reports, of 4 birds, were from grasslands in 
the southeast. 

Brown Thrasher: Nests with eggs were reported 4-12 Jun (TJW,DP,JP), and first 
hatchlings 2 Jun (TJW). 

Curve-billed Thrasher: The bird at the Frimann Ranch, Sioux Co, continued its 
lengthy stay, 23 months as of this writing (LFr,AK). This summer it fed 
Common Grackle and American Robin fledglings (LFr). 
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European Starling: Routine reports. 

Cedar Waxwing: A nest was found 25 ft up in a Lincoln sycamore 11 Jun; adults 
were feeding nestlings there 27 Jun, having survived a severe storm 13 Jun (LE). 

Tennessee Warbler: Last spring migrant was at DeSoto NWR in southeast 
Washington Co 2 Jun (JT); latest spring date is 11 Jun. 

Northern Parula: Best count was 5 at FF 6 Jun (WRS). 

Yellow Warbler: Excellent numbers were found in Lincoln Co; 15-20 singing 
males were north of Hershey 4 Jun (TJW) and 43 were counted along Pawnee 
Creek 27 Jun (LR,RH). A female was carrying food in Clay Co 26 Jun (JGJ). 

Yellow-rumped (Audubon’s) Warbler; None were reported; this species breeds on 
the Pine Ridge and in the Wildcat Hills. 

Yellow-throated Warbler: One at MRET 23 Jun was the 3rd consecutive year one 
was seen there mid-late Jun (CNK). Breeding there has not yet been confirmed, 
but seems likely. 

Cerulean Warbler: Extensive surveys of likely breeding habitat in eastern Nebraska 
yielded a total of 5-7 singing males, only one of which, a bird at Hummel Park, 
Omaha, appeared to be accompanied by a female (WRS,BFH). The female could 
not be located there 23 Jun, however (CNK). This was the 3rd consecutive year a 
singing male has been at Hummel Park, and at least 2 observers (LP,WRS) were 
fairly sure that two males might have been there. One at MRET did not stay long 
(CNK,WRS), but others at ICSP, FF, and Ashford Scout Camp, Thurston Co, 
sang persistently into Jun (WRS,BFH). No breeding evidence was obtained at 
any of these locations. Habitat features common to all locations were (1) a 
significant stream or creek and (2) a flat area with very tall trees, species 
unimportant, usually adjacent to steep wooded hillsides. 

Black-and-white Warbler: One along the Niobrara River at the north edge of 
McKelvie NF, Cheny Co, 12 Jun (KP) was only the 4th Jun record for Cherry 
Co. 

American Redstart: Routine reports. 

Prothonotary Warbler: None were reported, after several spring reports. 

Ovenbird: Routine reports. 

Louisiana Waterthrush: Summering numbers were better than average: one was at 
FF 6 Jun (WRS), 3 at ICSP 13 Jun (WRS, JSt), and one at Schramm SP 17 Jul 
(LE). 

Kentucky Warbler: As with Louisiana Waterthrush, summering numbers were 
good, with 3 in southeast Washington Co 6 Jun (WRS), 7 at ICSP 13 Jun 
(WRS,JSt), and one still singing at Schramm SP 17 Jul (LE). 

Common Yellowthroat: Routine reports. 

Hooded Warbler: Despite the surprising 7 reports in spring, none were reported 
during Jun-Jul. 

Wilson’s Warbler: Earliest ever for fall by 5 days and first ever Jul record was one 
at WSR 29 Jul (HKH). 

Yellow-breasted Chat: Easternmost was one in Wheeler Co 4 Jul (LR,RH), about 
at the eastern edge of the summer range. 

Summer Tanager: Although present at ICSP in good numbers in Jun (WRS), the 
only other report was of one at FF 26 Jul (DB); this species has begun to 
summer there in recent years. 

Scarlet Tanager: Routine reports. 

Western Tanager: Best count was 5 in northern Sioux Co 12 Jun, including a male 
in cottonwoods surrounded by grasslands (AK). 

Spotted Towhee: Routine reports. 

Eastern Towhee: Westerly was one in southeast Lincoln Co 5 Jun, where most are 
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Spotteds (TJW). This appears to be the first record of an Eastern Towhee for 
Lincoln Co; presumably it looked like an Eastern, but most Nebraska birds are at 
least somewhat mixed genotypically. 

Green-tailed Towhee: Last spring migrant was in a Sidney yard 1 Jun (AS); latest 
spring dates are in early Jun. 

Cassin’s Sparrow: Good numbers were found in the southwest, as might be 
expected with the diy conditions prevailing there. About 20 were reported in all, 
including 8 west of Enders Res in Chase Co on 20 Jun (MB) and 5 in southeast 
Grant Co 2 Jul (TJW). All were in sandsage grasslands, north to the CLNWR 
area (BW,DW,JT). 

Chipping Sparrow: Numbers continue to increase in the HCR area (GH,WH); 
summering numbers are fewest in the southwest. 

Brewer’s Sparrow: This species is adapting to CRP grassland within its western 
Nebraska range; 2 were noted in such habitat in Kimball Co 18 Jun (WRS). 

Field Sparrow: This species was found to be quite numerous in Lincoln Co during 
the summer; a BBS route in southeast Lincoln Co found it on “most stops” 
(TJW), and 3 pairs and a nest with 5 young were found north of Hershey along 
the Platte River 4 Jun (TJW). Field Sparrows are rare in summer west of Keith 
Co. 

Vesper Sparrow: Numbers appear to increasing in the eRWB in recent years, 
althou^ it is “by no means common” (JGJ). 

Lark Sparrow: Routine reports. 

Lark Bunting: Good numbers were reported in the Panhandle, including 
“hundreds” north of Oshkosh 12 Jul (JT). None were reported east of Lincoln Co, 
where 3 males were seen 25 Jun (TJW). 

Grasshopper Sparrow: This species is doing well in most of Nebraska. Good 
counts were the “dozens” in prairie in southeast Franklin Co 6 Jun (LR,RFI) and 
13 in southwest Custer Co 17 Jul (LR,RH). 

Hen slow’s Sparrow: The only reports were from locations where a few have been 
noted in recent years: 1-2 at Boyer Chute NWR, Washington Co, 18 Jun (JT), 
and 2 at SCP 3 Jun (KP). 

Song Sparrow: Rare as far west in the Platte Valley as Lincoln and Keith Cos, but 
suggestive of increasing numbers at least in Lincoln Co, 2 were singing north of 
Hershey 4 Jun (TJW) and singles were along White Horse and Pawnee Creeks in 
Lincoln Co 9 Jun (TJW). 

Swamp Sparrow: This species is scattered throughout central Nebraska in cattail 
marshes during summer. Among few Lincoln Co reports were 1 -2 singing males 
along White Horse Creek 9 and 21 Jun (TJW). At the northwest edge of the 
Nebraska summer range, breeding occurred at Smith L WMA in 1998 and 2000; 
singing males have been there since 1997 (SJ). 

Harris’s Sparrow: A singing bird in the observer’s Dixon Co yard 23 Jun was not 
as much of a surprise as might be thought; one was there 8 Jun 2003 (JJ), very 
likely the same disoriented bird. This is the 6th Nebraska record in the period 23 
Jun-13 Aug. 

Dark-eyed Junco: One that was seen inside a Walmart store in Omaha through 
winter and spring was still present 22 Jun; it was eating spilled seed at the bird 
feed area of the store (DSt). The observer (DSt) wondered why we couldn’t “all 
go to Walmart to bird, just like we do for everything else”? 

McCown’s Longspur: None were reported. 

Chestnut-collared Longspur: The only report was of 4 in Kimball Co 18 Jun, 
where numbers were lower than usual (WRS). 

Northern Cardinal: Routine reports. 
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Rose-breasted Grosbeak: Numbers in the west in recent springs have increased, but 
summer reports are still scarce. Two singles were found, one in Monroe Canyon 
2 Jun (PEL,JO) and another with a Black-headed Grosbeak family at a Mitchell 
feeder 24 Jul (KD). 

Black-headed Grosbeak: At the eastern edge of the summer range were singles near 
Gibbon 3 Jul (LR,RH) and at Edison 10 Jul (LR,RH), the latter a male. 

Blue Grosbeak: Routine reports. 

Lazuli Bunting: As with Rose-breasted Grosbeaks west. Lazuli Buntings east have 
become routine in spring, but are rarer in summer. One well-studied in York Co 
19 Jun showed no signs of hybridization (LR,RH). 

Indigo Bunting: Individuals showing no sign of hybridization are uncommon in 
the Panhandle; singles were near Chadron 22 Jun (SA) and in southern Scotts 
Bluff Co 17 Jul (AK). 

Dickcissel: Westernmost, but within the summer range, were 4 singing at Brady 4 
Jun (TJW). 

Bobolink: An excellent count was the 125 on a BBS route in southeast Cherry Co 
8 Jun (CNK). There were a few southerly reports: 4 at SCP 3 Jun (KP) and 2 
there 4 Jul (LE), 3 in southeast Saunders Co 19 Jun (CNK), and 1-3 at Burchard 
L SRA, Pawnee Co, 19-22 Jun (LE,RE). Plowing of CRP grassland in 
southwest Dixon Co reduced numbers there (JJ). 

Red-winged Blackbird: Routine reports. 

Eastern Meadowlark: Westerly, but at a regular summer location, were “a few” in 
the White Horse Creek meadows north of the North Platte airport 2-21 Jun 
(TJW). 

Western Meadowlark: An indication of the abundance of this species in the 
Sandhills were the counts of 247 and 212 on BBS routes in Cherry and 
Sheridan Cos in early Jun (CNK). 

Yellow-headed Blackbird: Southeasterly were 10 at Jack Sinn WMA, Lancaster & 
Saunders Cos, 27 Jun (LE). 

Brewer’s Blackbird: Routine reports. 

Common Grackle: Routine reports. 

Great-tailed Grackle: Reports are now statewide; fewest reports are from the 
Sandhills, where 2 pairs were nest-building at Smith L WMA 7-9 Jun (SJ,CNK). 
Best count was 30+ along White Horse Creek near the North Platte airport 9 Jun 
(TJW). 

Brown-headed Cowbird: Routine reports. 

Orchard Oriole: A nest in York Co 19 Jun contained 5 eggs and a cowbird egg 
(LR,RH). 

Baltimore Oriole: An adult was feeding nestlings at FF 20 Jun (ARy). 

Bullock’s Oriole: An interesting mix of plumages was provided by the 8 birds at a 
Mitchell feeder 11 Jul (KD): 2 adult males, 2 adult females, a juvenile, 2 first- 
year males, and an odd bird that might have been a blackish female or first-year 
male. One at the CLNWR headquarters 12 Jul (JT) was the easternmost reported. 

Scott’s Oriole: What would be Nebraska’s 6th report (only one of the previous 5 
documented) was one in Kearney 29 Jun (CD); details were provided and have 
been forwarded to the NOU Records Committee. 

House Finch: Routine reports. 

Red Crossbill: At least one was at McKelvie NF, Cherry Co, 12 Jun (KP); summer 
reports from this area are few. 

Pine Siskin: None were reported; few were reported in spring as well. 

American Goldfinch: Routine reports. 

House Sparrow: Routine reports. 
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Birds of Spring Creek Prairie Audubon Center - 1999 - 2004 

Kevin Poague, Audubon Nebraska 

5000 Central Park Drive, Suite 101 Lincoln, NE 68504 

kpoague@audubon.org 

INTRODUCTION 

In the summer of 1998, Audubon Nebraska, a state office of the National Audubon 
Society, purchased the 610-acre O'Brien Ranch located three miles south of Denton, 
Nebraska. The site, now called Spring Creek Prairie Audubon Center (SCPAC), will 
be devoted to prairie education and restoration. The Center's size expanded to 626 
acres in 2000 when the Wachiska Audubon Society bought an adjacent 16-acre 
property on the northwest comer of the section. 

Historically, most of the ranch was never farmed, probably because of its hills and 
the large number of glacial boulders present in the soil. It is one of the largest native 
grasslands remaining in Lancaster County, containing nearly 500 acres of unplowed 
tall grass prairie. Other natural features include Spring Creek and its associated 
riparian zones, several wetlands, springs, ravines, and a mature bur oak woodland. 
Six cattle ponds have been constructed on site, two along Spring Creek. There is a 
52-acre crop field in the southeast comer, two small (< 5 acres) abandoned alfalfa 
fields, and disturbed areas north and south of the ranch house. 

A century of cattle ranching has impacted the floristic composition of the prairie. 
Overgrazing on portions of several pastures has encouraged the spread of woody and 
exotic plant species. Large, resilient stands of excellent prairie, though, remain. A 
three-year research project catalogued more than 340 plant species (Kottas 2000). 
Current land management targets the removal of invasive and exotic plants - honey 
locust, Siberian elms, leafy spurge, and musk thistles being priorities - and the 
establishment of native flora. Because prairie developed naturally under periodic 
grazing of bison, elk, and other animals, grazing will continue with cattle, but with 
lower stocking rates than the previous owner's and a rotation system. All pastures are 
periodically rested and burned to revitalize vegetation. 

SCPAC's large size and diversity of habitats are attractive to a wide variety of birds. 
Prairie species needing large expanses of grassland for breeding are of particular 
interest, as modem fragmented landscapes restrict the amount of habitat available for 
these birds. The 3,000-acre grassland and crop land matrix surrounding the Center 
could also provide quality habitat. The area's integrity, however, is threatened by 
encroaching urban development. Preserving the current agricultural setting offers an 
important opportunity to protect a rare and dwindling resource for grassland birds. 

METHODS 

Standardized avian surveys were conducted from August 1999 to September 2002. 
Eight transects of similar length were set up within different habitats (prairie [3], 
pond [1], riparian [2], shmb/mixed [2]). The author conducted morning surveys for 
30 minutes in each transect once or twice a month. Every bird seen or heard was 
counted, including birds flying overhead. Surveys were not set up to compare bird 
numbers or diversity among sites scientifically. Rather, the purpose was to record 
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seasonal bird occurrences, and these baseline data will 1) help determine land 
management goals for the upcoming years, and 2) indicate future shifts in species 
composition. 

Beginning in 2003, informal counts replaced transect surveys and continue to the 
present day. These counts have targeted spring and fall migration and a few species 
of particular interest, Greater Prairie-Chicken, Sprague's Pipit, and Henslow's 
Sparrow among them. 

To document nesting species, breeding bird surveys have been completed each June 
beginning in 2001. Count points were spaced along four separate survey routes 
winding through various habitats. At each point, observers recorded every bird seen 
and heard within a 200-foot radius for five minutes. Evidence of breeding (adults 
carrying nesting material or food, singing males, juveniles, etc.) was noted. 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

As of July 2004, 188 bird species have been recorded (see Appendix). The transect 
surveys alone produced 100 species; the most common (by number) were European 
Starling, American Robin, Eastern Kingbird, Blue Jay, American Goldfinch, 
Yellow-rumped Warbler, Bam Swallow, Northern Flicker, Brown-headed Cowbird, 
Black-capped Chickadee, and Northern Bobwhite. The starling result is misleading, 
as 95 percent of these were seen on one day in one flock. Abundance was highest in 
woods and shrub/mixed habitats and the least in prairie transects. 

The four yearly breeding bird surveys have documented 70 species (see Appendix). 
Many juvenile birds were observed, as were nests, including a successful Cooper's 
Hawk nest in 2004. 

The following is a compendium of sightings by various classifications: 

Grassland species - A wide variety of grassland birds can be found throughout the 
year. There have been a few observances of Short-eared Owls, a prized prairie 
inhabitant. Upland Sandpipers, Dickcissels, Eastern and Western Meadowlarks, and 
Grasshopper and Field Sparrows have been common summer residents. Bobolinks 
were rarely seen until the summer of 2003, when as many as five pairs were present. 
To expand and improve nesting habitat and potentially reduce cowbird parasitism, 
land management will focus on removing all upland woody vegetation. 

One of the most exciting discoveries has been the remarkable regular fall sightings of 
Sprague's Pipits. Unfamiliar with this particular species, I noticed these birds in the 
autumns of 2001 and 2002, but did not confirm their identification until September 
23, 2003, their initial date of observation that year. The birds were recorded almost 
every time they were searched for that fall, whether it was morning or afternoon, 
until they were last seen on October 21. In 2004, spring surveys were for the first 
time focused on this species, and seven individuals were recorded on April 15. 

The recently-published Birds of Nebraska notes that Sprague's Pipits are found 
mostly during migration though central Nebraska in short- to mid-grass areas, 
particularly in the fall (Sharpe et al. 2001). An additional note in this same book 
about where to look for the species - in shallow ruts made by vehicles crossing 
grassy fields - can be corroborated by my observations. The pipits were consistently 
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found along a vehicular path worn down to dirt near the top of a ridge dividing the 
property. The grass is shorter here than in other areas of the prairie, and the 
sometimes-used prairie-chicken lek is along this same ridge. It is therefore possible 
that other similar habitats in southeastern Nebraska - those containing prairie-chicken 
leks or ones which have the potential for leks, and having vehicle paths or areas of 
very short grass - could contain Sprague's Pipits during migration. 

In late March 2000, the sighting of six Greater Prairie-Chickens, including one male 
in courtship behavior, was completely unexpected. The activity did not reoccur in 
2001, but one male was with two females in April 2002. The following spring, as 
many as six birds were displaying along a ridge on various mornings through April. 
In early June 2003, the discovery of a hen and two just-hatched chicks was the first 
confirmed nesting of this species on the property. Unfortunately, this lek was not 
active in 2004, but leks were observed on sections of land to the west and northwest 
of SCPAC. 

It is unknown how many Prairie-Chickens are in the vicinity; 17 is the highest 
number seen at one time, that in October 2002. Annual surveys should be attempted 
to determine population status, potential breeding areas, and winter territories. These 
birds may be part of the last viable breeding population in the county. 

The presence of Henslow's Sparrows, found initially in May 2000, has been a 
pleasant surprise. In 2003, at least 5 individuals were present, and there was one 
reliable yet unconfirmed report of a fledgling being fed by an adult. 

Woodland species - Woodlands are restricted to the borders of Spring Creek, 
limiting the occurrences of forest-dwelling birds. Moreover, the majority of the large 
honey locust trees have been removed in an effort to curtail their invasion of the 
prairie uplands. Nonetheless, Red-headed Woodpeckers have successfully nested each 
summer, and the presence of Eastern Wood-Pewees, Great Crested Flycatchers, and 
Barred Owls attests to the quality of the riparian zone. The Cooper's Hawk nest 
found in 2004 is the first evidence of breeding of any raptor species. 

Edge species - Transect surveys indicated the most common species (by number) are 
Eastern Kingbird, Brown Thrasher, Eastern Bluebird, Baltimore Oriole, and Orchard 
Oriole. Future numbers may be impacted by the planned removal of all upland 
woody vegetation. Native trees and shrubs will remain along Spring Creek and in 
ravines. The plan's impact is also uncertain for uncommon species or those needing a 
mix of open land and trees, such as Bell's Vireo, Loggerhead Shrike, Northern 
Mockingbird, and both cuckoo species. 

All of the other game fowl found in this part of the state occur here as well, making 
good use of the edge habitat. Flocks of up to 14 Wild Turkeys have been seen, as 
were nests with eggs in May 2001 and 2004. Northern Bobwhite are common year- 
round, and broods (one numbering 14 chicks) have been produced over the past three 
years. Ring-necked Pheasants have not been plentiful and are more often on 
surrounding crop land. 

Purple Finches have appeared at the Center's bird feeding station the past three 
winters, and Harris's and American Tree Sparrows are very common in plum thickets 
and woodland edges. 
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Wetland species - Ducks are common on the ponds during spring migration, but few 
species of water birds remain for the summer. Canada Geese and Mallards have 
stayed over but with no nests or young recorded. A scattering of wading birds appear 
from spring to fall; an amazing sight one day in spring 2000 was 23 Great Egrets 
roosting in the trees around the lower pond. A Sandhill Crane was seen flying very 
low over the property in April 2001. Water levels in the two largest ponds are 
manipulated during migration to create shallow wading areas and to promote the 
establishment of beneficial wetland plants. 

Shorebird species typical of southeast Nebraska have taken advantage of the mudflats 
on the edges of drying ponds, but numbers have been low. Killdeer and Spotted 
Sandpiper linger through the summer, although nesting has not been documented. 

Endangered/threatened species - No state or federally endangered or threatened species 
are present. 


APPENDIX 
Species List: 

Pied-billed Grebe, American White Pelican, Double-crested Cormorant, American 
Bittern, Great Blue Heron, Great Egret, Snowy Egret, Little Blue Heron, Cattle 
Egret, Green Heron, Black-crowned Night-Heron, White-faced Ibis, Turkey Vulture, 
Snow Goose, Canada Goose, Wood Duck, Gadwall, American Wigeon, Mallard, 
Blue-winged Teal, Northern Shoveler, Northern Pintail, Green-winged Teal, 
Canvasback, Redhead, Ring-necked Duck, Lesser Scaup, Buffi ehead, Common 
Goldeneye, Hooded Merganser, Common Merganser, Osprey, Bald Eagle, Northern 
Harrier, Sharp-shinned Hawk, Cooper's Hawk, Broad-winged Hawk, Swainson's 
Hawk, Red-tailed Hawk, Ferruginous Hawk, American Kestrel, Peregrine Falcon, 
Ring-necked Pheasant, Greater Prairie-Chicken, Wild Turkey, Northern Bobwhite, 
Sora, American Coot, Sandhill Crane, Killdeer, Greater Yellowlegs, Lesser 
Yellowlegs, Solitary Sandpiper, Willet, Spotted Sandpiper, Upland Sandpiper, 
Semipalmated Sandpiper, Least Sandpiper, White-rumped Sandpiper, Baird's 
Sandpiper, Pectoral Sandpiper, Dunlin, Stilt Sandpiper, Buff-breasted Sandpiper, 
Long-billed Dowitcher, Wilson's Snipe, American Woodcock, Wilson's Phalarope, 
Franklin's Gull, Ring-billed Gull, Forster's Tern, Rock Pigeon, Mourning Dove, 
Black-billed Cuckoo, Yellow-billed Cuckoo, Eastern Screech-Owl, Great Homed 
Owl, Barred Owl, Short-eared Owl, Common Nighthawk, Chimney Swift, Ruby- 
throated Hummingbird, Belted Kingfisher, Red-headed Woodpecker, Red-bellied 
Woodpecker, Yellow-bellied Sapsucker, Downy Woodpecker, Hairy Woodpecker, 
Northern Flicker, Olive-sided Flycatcher, Eastern Wood-Pewee, Willow Flycatcher, 
Least Flycatcher, Eastern Phoebe, Great Crested Flycatcher, Western Kingbird, 
Eastern Kingbird, Loggerhead Shrike, Bell's Vireo, Blue-headed Vireo, Warbling 
Vireo, Red-eyed Vireo, Blue Jay, Black-billed Magpie, American Crow, Homed 
Lark, Purple Martin, Tree Swallow, Northern Rough-winged Swallow, Bank 
Swallow, Cliff Swallow, Bam Swallow, Black-capped Chickadee, Red-breasted 
Nuthatch, White-breasted Nuthatch, Brown Creeper, Carolina Wren, House Wren, 
Sedge Wren, Marsh Wren, Golden-crowned Kinglet, Ruby-crowned Kinglet, Blue- 
gray Gnatcatcher, Eastern Bluebird, Swainson's Thrush, American Robin, Gray 
Catbird, Northern Mockingbird, Brown Thrasher, European Starling, Sprague's 
Pipit, Cedar Waxwing, Tennessee Warbler, Orange-crowned Warbler, Nashville 
Warbler, Yellow Warbler, Magnolia Warbler, Yellow-mmped Warbler, Palm 
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Warbler, Blackpoll Warbler, Black-and-white Warbler, American Redstart, Ovenbird, 
Northern Waterthrush, Louisiana Waterthrush, Common Yellowthroat, Summer 
Tanager, Spotted Towhee, Eastern Towhee, American Tree Sparrow, Chipping 
Sparrow, Clay-colored Sparrow, Field Sparrow, Vesper Sparrow, Lark Sparrow, 
Savannah Sparrow, Grasshopper Sparrow, Henslow's Sparrow, Le Conte's Sparrow, 
Nelson's Sharp-tailed Sparrow, Fox Sparrow, Song Sparrow, Lincoln's Sparrow, 
Swamp Sparrow, White-throated Sparrow, Harris's Sparrow, White-crowned 
Sparrow, Dark-eyed Junco, Smith's Longspur, Northern Cardinal, Rose-breasted 
Grosbeak, Indigo Bunting, Dickcissel, Bobolink, Red-winged Blackbird, Eastern 
Meadowlark, Western Meadowlark, Yellow-headed Blackbird, Brewer's Blackbird, 
Common Grackle, Brown-headed Cowbird, Orchard Oriole, Baltimore Oriole, 

Purple Finch, House Finch, Pine Siskin, American Goldfinch, House Sparrow. 
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In Memory of Clyde E. Johnson 

Long-time NOU member Clyde Johnson passed away on May 4, 2003. He 
is survived by his wife Emma, who now resides in Fredericksburg, Texas. 

Clyde and Emma lived in Omaha, where Clyde was employed as an 
insurance agent. They made numerous birding trips to Central America, Europe and 
Asia. Few other details of his life are available, which is quite likely just the way 
Clyde wanted it. Although Clyde was quiet about his personal life, he was well- 
known among NOU members for his contributions of time, enthusiasm and money 
to the organization. 

Clyde and Emma joined the NOU in 1969, and Clyde served as the 
Nebraska Coordinator for the Breeding Bird Survey for many years. They made 
generous contributions to the Birds of Nebraska publication effort and to the 
Endowment Fund. In 1998 they donated funds to help pay for new shelving for the 
NOU library. After his death, their collection of natural history books (451 titles, 
including valuable first edition volumes and field guides from around the world) was 
donated to the NOU library, along with glass-fronted bookcases and a gift to the 
Endowment Fund. 

The Johnsons were good friends to the NOU and will be missed. We wish 
Emma well in her new home in Texas. 
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THE 2001 NEBRASKA NESTING REPORT 

Wayne J. MollhofT, 1817 Boyd St, Ashland, NE 68003 

INTRODUCTION 

The spring of 2001 will likely be remembered as the winter that wouldn’t 
end, especially in central and western Nebraska. The last remnants of roadside 
snowbanks remained in the east until 10 April, but the last blizzard closed down 
the Panhandle on 21-22 April, and the last appreciable snowfall there was on 19 
May. None of these dates represent late records, but are remarkably later than 
average for the past 10-15 years, and seemed especially burdensome following the 
long cold winter and the remarkably early spring the previous year. 

While I recognize the danger inherent in making generalizations when 
working with such a small sample size, I feel it worthwhile to comment on 
differences and similarities between the timing of the 2000 and 2001 nesting 
seasons. While only a few species allowed direct comparison by being found 
nesting again in the same location as last year, the following information is offered 
for what it’s worth. It would have been interesting to compare data on more of the 
cavity nesters, but unfortunately, I did not locate any active nuthatch nests this year, 
nor take the time to search out more of the other cavity nesters. 

In the southern Panhandle, Cassin’s, Western and Eastern Kingbirds, Blue- 
gray Gnatcatcher, Bullock's Oriole (and Red-winged Blackbird in the east), all 
appeared to be 2-3 weeks later in their breeding cycle than last year. By contrast, 
also in the Panhandle, Great Blue Heron, Great Homed Owl, Lewis’s Woodpecker, 
Western Wood-Pewee, Lark Sparrow, and McCown’s Longspur seemed to be on the 
same schedule as last year, as were American Crow, Common Grackle, and House 
Finch in the east. 

While it seems intuitive that some species would respond to the late spring 
by nesting later, why didn’t some other species? How much of the difference in 
timing was actually due to the weather, and how much was due to the randomness of 
the small sample size or other variables? Obviously, it will take more years of data 
collection and a much larger sample size, one that includes all species, before 
generalizations can be made. Witnessing a blizzard disrupt breeding by Pinyon Jays 
and Canada Geese makes the reason for those delays pretty apparent. But what about 
kingbirds and gnatcatchers that were not even present yet? Were they later because of 
delayed plant growth and insect development? More study and many more records 
are needed before we can speak with certainty. 

The following observers contributed reports and information: John Dinan 
(JD), Belle Esau (BE), Jon Farrar (JF), Michael Forsberg (MF), David Hellbusch 
(DH), Alice Kenitz (AK), Clem Klaphake (CK), Wayne MolUioff (WM), and Jean 
Pearson (JP). 

A total of 140 reports were received on 44 species. There were no new state 
species breeding records reported, but the discovery of an old Pinyon Jay nesting 
colony, along with finding a new nest colony under constmction, were exciting firsts 
in their own right. 

Abbreviations used: E - east, N - north, NA\^ - National Wildlife Refuge, 
S - south, SP - State Park, UNSM - University of Nebraska State Museum, W - 
west, WMA - Wildlife Management Area. 
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SPECIES ACCOUNTS 

Eared Grebe A colony with 9 nests was located 0.5 mi. E of Lakeside, Sheridan 
Co., on 29 June 2001. Two nests with 2 eggs and 3 nests with 3 eggs were 
noted, but some eggs may have been concealed by vegetation. The nests were 
still being incubated on 13 July (WM). 

Great Blue Heron The colony in a cottonwood grove on the Niobrara River 8 mi. 
SW of Harrison, Sioux Co., had about 15 active nests. The young were well 
feathered and appeared to be nearly full-grown on 2 June 2001 (WM,JD). 

White-faced Ibis Birds were noted in suitable habitat in southern Sheridan / 
northern Garden Cos. by 3 June 2001 (JD,WTVI). On 25 June 2001, in Sheridan 
Co. near the Crescent Lake NWR road several miles SSE of Lakeside, several 
birds were seen carrying vegetation in their beaks and landing at scattered 
locations in a wet area of tall grassy vegetation, apparently nest-building. A 
search for nests was not made (CK). Dozens of birds remained in the area 
through at least 11 August, but young-of-the-year birds were not reported (WM). 

Turkey Vulture A nest with a pair of eggs was found in a manger in an empty 
horse bam 3 mi. W of Albion, Boone Co., in June 2001. The eggs hatched 
several days after they were found. One young disappeared almost immediately, 
probably lost to a predator. The adults and the surviving young were tolerant of 
visits by the owners, sometimes soaring around them during the week they 
remained around the farmstead after the young one fledged in August (DH). 

Trumpeter Swan A pair occupying a nest on South Wolfenberger Lake 3 mi. W of 
Hyannis, Grant Co., was incubating on 3 June 2001 (WM). 

Northern Harrier See the mention in the Swainson’s Hawk account. 

Swainson's Hawk A bird incubating a single egg on 3 June 2001, 8 mi. N of 
Lakeside, Sheridan Co., abandoned the nest sometime before 29 June (JD,WM). 
A tree nest at Willy Lake, 1.5 mi SE of Bingham, Sheridan Co., had a pair of 
Northern Harriers present on 20 May 2001(AK), but was occupied and being 
incubated by a pair Swainson’s Hawks on 3 June (WM,JD). On 14 July a pair 
of half-grown young Swainson’s with the adults in attendance occupied the nest 
(WM). The earlier presence of the Northern Harriers on the nest remains a 
mystery, especially since they normally nest on the ground. 

A nest with a trio of 2/3 grown young was noted 1 mi. W of Ellsworth, Sheridan 
Co., on 13 July 2001 (WM). 

A low nest in chokecherry bushes just a few feet from a busy railroad track 2 mi. 
E of Ashby, Grant Co., held 3 half-grown young on 13 July 2001 (WM). 

A late nest 3 mi. N of Lakeside, Sheridan Co., held a pair of 1/3 grown young 
on 14 July 2001. On 11 August the grown young were still in the nest (WM). 

Red-tailed Hawk In a repeat of last year, a pair again occupied their nest in the 
edge of the Great Blue Heron colony 8 mi. SW of Harrison, Sioux Co., on 2 
June 2001; the contents of the nest were not visible however (WM,JD). 

American Kestrel A pair occupied the same cavity that was used in 1998 and 1999 
in a dead pine snag 11 mi. SE of Crawford in West Ash Canyon, Dawes Co. (It 
was not checked in 2000.) The nest held 4 eggs on 1 June 2001 (WM). 

Two nests were found in natural cavities in the sandstone buttes 8-9 mi. SW of 
Harrison, Sioux Co. Both nests (one with 4 eggs) were under incubation when 
visited on 2 June 2001 (MF,WM). 

Sharp-tailed Grouse A nest with eggs near a cow trail was pointed out by a dog 
20 mi. S of Whitman, Grant Co., on 16 June 2000 (MF)(Forsberg 2001). 

Black-necked Stilt The following 6 nests near Lakeside, Sheridan Co., were 
studied and photographed in May-June 2000 (Farrar 2001). 
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A nest just W of Lakeside held 4 eggs on 16 May 2000, all of which hatched on 
7 June (JF). 

Another nest 1.3 mi. E of Lakeside also held 4 eggs on 16 May 2000, but was 
abandoned on 18 May due to heavy rain and rising water. By 2 June an apparent 
replacement nest nearby held 4 eggs (JF). 

Two nests were found 5 mi. W of Lakeside. One held 4 eggs on 4 June 2000; 
the other held 4 eggs on 6 June (JF). 

A nest 3 mi. W of Lakeside held 4 eggs on 3 June 2000 (JF). 

Great Horned Owl A bird was incubating its 2 eggs in a nest atop an ice-covered 
tree 0.5 mi. N of Dix, Kimball Co., during a day of freezing mist on 24 March 
2001 (WM). 

Another bird, surely the winner of the one tough mother award, was incubating 
in an icy tree on an exposed hilltop 7 mi. W of Big Springs, Deuel Co., also on 
24 March 2001. The young hatched just after a blizzard on 7-8 April that 
dropped temperatures to 20 degrees F., buffeted the area with 80+ kph (50+ mph) 
NW winds, 13mm (0.5 in.) of rain and 15 cm (6 in.) of snow, knocked out 
power and closed 1-80 to all traffic. This was followed by similar winds and 
temperatures in a storm of 21-22 April that left 20 cm (8 in.) of snow and closed 
roads throughout the Panhandle. When visited on 29 April, the temperature was 
82 degrees F. and the young birds were perched on the edge of the nest, their 
mouths wide open, using gular flutter to cool themselves (WM). 

White-throated Swift The nest in West Ash Canyon, Dawes Co, 12 miles SE of 
Crawford that has been in use and under observation annually since it was found 
in 1998 was not used this year. The birds were present in the area and were seen 
visiting the crevice on 27 April 2001, but the nest was unoccupied and appeared 
to have been abandoned by 1 June. When visited again on 13 July following a 
heavy rainstorm, the outer wall of the crevice was found to have collapsed, 
carrying the nest away with it (WM). 

Lewis’s Woodpecker A pair of birds in West Ash Canyon, Dawes Co., again 
occupied the same cavity that has been used since at least 1999. The nest held 3 
eggs when visited on 1 June 2001. On 14 July the adults were carrying food into 
the cavity, and by 11 August one adult was still present at the nest with one 
young-of-the-year bird and 2 others that also appeared to be juveniles (WM). 

Western Wood-Pewee A pair was busy working on a nest at Smith Lake, Sheridan 
Co., on 3 June 2001, with the nest about 1/3 complete. On 29 June the nest 
appeared to be complete but was still not occupied. By 13 July, 4 eggs were 
under incubation. Since this is at the eastern limit of proven nesting (Mollhoff 
2001), the birds were carefully identified by plumage, bill coloration and calls. 
The nest was later salvaged for the UNSM collections (WM,JD). 

On 1 July 2001, 2 nests (with 2 and 3 eggs) were found 9 mi. SW of Redington, 
Morrill Co. Another nest with a single egg was found abandoned in that 
vicinity. A fourth nest was under construction only 50 meters away fi-om the 
abandoned nest, possibly a re-nesting following a failed first attempt (WM). 

Cassin’s Kingbird Two nests (each with 4 eggs) were found on 1 July 2001, 9 mi. 
SW of Redington, Morrill Co. (WM). 

Western Kingbird A nest with 4 eggs was found 9 mi. S W of Redington, Morrill 
Co., on 30 June 2001. Two more nests found in the vicinity were still under 
construction on the same date (WM). 

Eastern Kingbird A nest with an incomplete clutch of 2 eggs was found on 30 
June 2001, 8 mi. SW of Redington, Morrill Co. (WM). 

Loggerhead Shrike A nest with 6 half-grown young was found in the Sandhills a 
mile north of Smith Lake, Sheridan Co., on 3 June 2001. The nest was later 
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salvaged for the UNSM collections (WM,JD). 

Pinyon Jay A group of 9 nests was found on 14 April 2001, the remains of a 
nesting colony that was probably occupied in 1999 or 2000. It was located 7 mi. 
SW of Redington, Morrill Co. (WM). 

After several early attempts to locate the 2001 nesting colony were fhistrated by 
spring snowstorms (which also repeatedly disrupted the jays' breeding activities - 
note the weather comments in the Great Homed Owl account), the colony was 
finally located about 1 km (0.6 mi) from the old colony mentioned above. When 
finally located on 29 April 2001, they were engaged in nest-building and had 10 
nests about half completed. The frenzy of activity concentrated on a single 
hectare (2.5 acre) hillside was tmly a sight to behold! However, after several 
more bouts of inclement weather (including snow on 3 and 19 May), the colony 
was largely abandoned, and only a single nest (with 5 eggs) was occupied on 1 
June. That nest was later salvaged for the UNSM collections. The flock 
remained on their territory but no other nesting colony was located (WM). 
American Crow Nest-building was initiated in Lincoln, Lancaster Co., by 2 March 
2001 (WM). 

Tree Swallow A nest box with 5 eggs was noted on 27 May 2001 at Mahoney SP, 
Cass Co. (WM). 

Adults were noted feeding fledged, begging young at Smith Lake, Sheridan Co. 
on 29 June 2001 (WM). 

Violet-green Swallow The cliff cavity below the White-throated Swift colony noted 
above, used in 1999 and 2000, was not used this year (WM). Whether its non¬ 
use could be related to the absence of the swifts is unknown. 

Cliff Swallow A busy colony of -175 nests on the side of a butte 9 mi. SW of 
Harrison, Sioux Co., was visited on 25 June 2001. The nests were placed 
beneath overhanging ledges, in cavities and irregularities, and around exposed 
devil's corkscrews (fossilized Daemonelix sp. burrows). Many of the nests were 
still under constmction or repair. One of the aforementioned American Kestrel 
nest cavities was located just beneath the colony (MF, WM). 

Rock Wren A bird was noted carrying nest material into a cavity in an isolated 
boulder on 1 June 2001, 9 mi. SW of Redington, Morrill Co. On 30 June the 
completed nest held an incomplete clutch of 3 eggs (WM,JD,MF). 

Marsh Wren A nest with an egg and at least 2 tiny young was found at Willy Lake 
1.5 mi. E of Bingham, Sheridan Co., on 14 July 2001 (WM). 

Blue-gray Gnatcatcher A nest with 2 eggs was found 9 mi. SW of Redington, 
Morrill Co., on 1 July 2001 (WM). 

Yellow Warbler A low nest was discovered 70cm (2 ft.) above the ground in a 
patch of buckbrush {Symphoricarpos sp.^ 3 mi. NE of Angora, Morrill Co., on 

29 June 2001. It held 2 eggs and 2 just-hatched young. The nest was later 
salvaged for the UNSM collections (WM). 

Vesper Sparrow A nest with 4 eggs was found in a rural road ditch 1 mi. W of 
Schramm SP, Sarpy Co, on 15 May 2001 (CK). 

Lark Sparrow Two ground nests with 4 & 6 eggs were found 8 mi. SW of 
Redington, Morrill Co., on 1 June 2001 (WM,MF,JD). On 30 June both nests 
were empty. 

Two additional ground nests with 1 & 6 eggs were found in the same vicinity on 

30 June 2001 (WM). 

A tree nest with a single egg was located nearby on 1 July 2001 (WM). 
McCown’s Longspur A nest with 3 young several days old was found 7 mi. SW 
of Harrison, Sioux Co., on 3 June 2001 (MF,JD,WM). Other birds in the 
colony were noted carrying nest material on 2 June (JD,WM). 
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Great-tailed Crackle Following up on a two-year-old lead, a nesting colony was 
located in the Saunders Co. portion of the Jack Sinn WMA 4 mi, SE of Ceresco, 
Saunders and Lancaster Cos., on 8 June 2001, Two nests held single eggs, 3 
nests held 2 eggs, 2 nests held 3 eggs, and 3 nests held 4 eggs. Another nest 
held 2 nearly grown young. An additional 7 empty nests were also found on that 
date. One nest with its clutch of eggs, apparently tipped over during a 
thunderstorm the previous night, was salvaged for the UNSM collections 
(WM,JD). 

Bullock's Oriole Two nests under construction were found 1 June 2001, 8 mi. SW 
of Redington, Morrill Co., one barely started, the other nearly complete 
(WM,JD,MF). 

On 29 June 2001, a nest with 4 just-hatched young was found 3 mi. NE of 
Angora, Morrill Co. (WM). 

On 30 June 2001, a nest with 4 young 3-5 days old was found 9 mi. SW of 
Redington, Morrill Co. (WM). 

On 1 July 2001, 3 nests were found 9 mi. SW of Redington, Morrill Co. One 
of the nests was still under construction, another held a single egg, and the third 
held 3 or 4 young several days old (WM). 

Pine Siskin A delayed report was received of a pair with 2 just-fledged young just 
out of the nest in Petersburg, Boone Co., in June 1996 (BE). 

House Finch A nest with 3 eggs was found 27 May 2001 at Mahoney SP, Cass 
Co. (WM). 

A nest in Lincoln, Lancaster Co., held 5 eggs on 28 May 2001. The first egg 
hatched on 9 June; all were hatched by 11 June (JP). 

A nest with eggs was found in North Loup, Valley Co., on 26 May 2001 (WM). 
ADDITIONAL SPECIES 

Other species which were recorded but not mentioned in the accounts above 
include: Canada Goose, Wood Duck, Mourning Dove, Red-headed Woodpecker, 
Warbling Vireo, Blue Jay, House Wren, American Robin, Brown Thrasher, 
Chipping Sparrow, Red-winged Blackbird, and Common Grackle. 

REQUEST FOR ASSISTANCE 

As stated in previous reports, more input is needed. While regular reports 
made consistently over a period of years of birds in the same area are most valuable, 
all reports are useful. Careful identification of all species is critical. Key basic 
information includes: location, date, what was seen, and type of activity noted. 
Also important and useful is information about habitat, nest placement and weather. 
Anyone who finds evidence of breeding by wild birds (nest building, nests with 
eggs or young, adults feeding or tending young) is encouraged to submit the 
information for inclusion in the nesting report. Observers who expect to find 
evidence of breeding may request information on procedure for data collection or 
record cards from the author. All observers who contribute data will be credited in 
the nest report. 
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The Greater Snow Goose (Chen caerulescens atlanticus) in Nebraska 


W. Ross Silcock 

P.O. Box 57, Tabor, IA 51653 

si lcock@rosss i Icock. com 

INTRODUCTION 

Recently, Mr. William Lemburg of Cairo, Nebraska, in a letter to the Editor of 
The Nebraska Bird Review, noted the following: "I have a friend who does quite a 
bit of goose hunting. He remarked to me that during the spring snow goose season, 
he occasionally shoots an extra large Snow. Thinking that maybe a few Greater 
Snows that winter along the Atlantic Coast may end up in the Central Flyway, 1 
asked him to save the head of one if he bagged one the following season. This is 
about five years ago. The following season he did get one. Enclosed is a picture [see 
Figure 1], showing it with the head of a Lesser Snow and a Ross's Goose. Even 
though the head was dried some, the bill measured 65 mm. According to the book 
by Bellrose Ducks, Geese, and Swans of North America, this would place it with 
the Greater Snow." 



Measurements of bills (culmen) of Snow Geese in Palmer (1976) show for 
male Greaters 59-73 mm, female Greaters 57-68 mm, male Lessers 52-63 mm, 
female Lessers 50-60 mm. Thus it seems likely this bird was indeed a Greater Snow 
Goose (Gilles Gauthier, pers. comm.); Palmer states that bill measurements are 

diagnostic. 


TAXONOMY 


Figure 1. From top: Greater Snow Goose, 
Lesser Snow Goose, Ross's Goose. Photo 
courtesy of William Lemburg 


Historically, the Snow 
Goose (C. caerulescens) bred in 
several widely separated locations in 
Arctic Canada and extreme eastern 
Siberia and wintered mainly along 
the Gulf Coast, in California, and 
in Washington. Migrants occurred 
throughout North America, but were 
least numerous in the Mountain 
West. Within the breeding range, 
three groups of geese were 
discernible as of the 1970s (Bellrose 
1976, Palmer 1976). The 
easternmost breeding population, 
located in extreme northwest 
Greenland and adjacent Canadian 
islands, consists of large birds, and 
was (and still is) separable from 
other Snow Geese as the subspecies 
C. c. atlanticus, popularly Imown 
as “Greater Snow Goose” 
(designated C. hyper bore a atlanticus 
by the American Ornithologists’ 
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Union in 1957). The 1957 AOU Check-list listed as a separate species the “Blue 
Goose” (C. caerulescens), breeding at four locations north of Hudson Bay, from 
Baffin Island in the East to Queen Maud Gulf in the West. All other Snow Goose 
breeding populations, from Wrangel Island in Siberia east to colonies situated 
between the eastern breeding areas of Greater Snow Geese and Blue Geese, were 
designated “Lesser Snow Goose” (C. h. hyperborea). In the 1960s it was 
determined that “Blue Goose” was merely a color morph of Lesser Snow Goose, and 
the current Snow Goose taxonomy names only Lesser Snow Goose C. c. 
caerulescens {caerulescens had naming priority over hyperborea) and Greater Snow 
Goose C c. atlanticus. 

Because geese traditionally breed in and faithfully return to the same areas 
each summer, gene flow between breeding populations in different areas was thought 
to be minimal. Such minimal gene flow and fidelity to breeding sites usually, given 
time, leads to differentiation into different subspecies and even species. Perhaps the 
best example is provided by the several discrete breeding populations of “White¬ 
cheeked Geese” that until recently were allocated to several subspecies within 
(former) Canada Goose. These subspecies have now been grouped into two species, 
Canada and Cackling Geese. Strangely, differentiation to the subspecies level has not 
generally occurred as extensively in Snow Geese, even though they breed in only a 
few widely-separated Arctic locations whose populations rarely overlap, even in 
migration and winter. The sole exception is Greater Snow Goose. 

DISTRIBUTION AND RECENT CHANGES 

Since the 1970s, Snow Goose numbers have risen dramatically. In the 1970s, 
Bellrose (1976) gave the total population as about 1.3 million, but current estimates 
are in the 4 million range (Canadian Wildlife Service 2005). Numbers at all 
colonies, except that on Wrangel Island in Siberia, have increased. At the same time, 
and possibly the reason for the increase. Snow Geese have adapted to agricultural 
food sources, especially waste com. This change, along with the advent of wildlife 
refuges along the traditional migration pathways, has led to significant changes in 
the migration and wintering behavior of these birds. Because Snow Geese are 
adapted to feed on rushes and aquatic plants, they traditionally had to migrate 
rapidly from breeding areas to wintering areas such as those along the Gulf Coast to 
find their preferred food sources. Nowadays, migration in fall especially is a more 
leisurely affair, with long stays and even overwintering some distance north of the 
Gulf Coast in the interior. Along with these changes, there has been significant 
movement of some traditional migration corridors; a Nebraska example is the 
westward shift of approximately 1,000,000 Snow Geese from the Missouri Valley to 
the Rainwater Basin during the last 20 years. 

This movement and to some extent intermingling of traditional migration 
corridors has led to genetic mixing as well. Pairing occurs on the wintering 
grounds, and so ganders are the agents of gene flow; females return to their natal 
areas to breed. This is most evident in the case of “Blue Goose” genes. The gene for 
“blue” color is dominant over that for “white”, and so the spread of Blue Goose 
genes is easy to observe. Blue Geese were until recently common only in the 
Mississippi Flyway (and west to eastern Nebraska), but during the last 20 years they 
have become more noticeable east of the Mississippi Flyway as “Blue Geese” have 
spread to and begun to breed in colonies previously known to contain only white 
birds. However in Nebraska, flocks of Snow Geese in the western part of the state. 
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notably at Lake McConaughy, are still predominantly white, leaving little doubt that 
they are derived from breeding locations in western Canada that are as yet 
underexposed to “Blue Goose” genes. 

This mixing of genetic material has also affected Greater Snow Geese. 
Traditionally, Greater Snow Geese migrated from their breeding areas through a 
narrow corridor passing over Quebec, staged at Cap Tourmente, east of Quebec City 
along the St Lawrence River, and then moved to wintering areas along the Atlantic 
Coast, mostly in coastal Delaware, Virginia and North Carolina. As with other 
Snow Geese, the Greater Snow Goose population has risen dramatically; during 
1955-74 the winter population, estimated from numbers staging at Cap Tourmente, 
was stable at about 54,000 (Bellrose 1976), but this increased to about 356,000 in 
1991 (Pittaway 1992) and a rather amazing 750,000 currently (Canadian Wildlife 
Service 2005). An indication that Lesser Snow Geese are mixing genetically with 
Greaters is the appearance in recent years of a few “blue Greaters” in the wintering 
population (Pittaway 1992). These are large birds, otherwise identical to white 
Greaters. Lesser Snow Geese (including blue morphs) have for many years staged in 
significant and now rapidly increasing numbers in the area of southern James Bay. 
For about 50 years (Haven Wiley, pers. comm.) a few Lessers (<10,000?) from this 
staging area have flown to the Atlantic Coast (Bellrose 1976); this population 
contains an increasing proportion of “Blue Geese” (about 50% among the 3000 at 
Lake Mattamuskeet NWR, up from about 33% in the 1980s; Kelly Davis, pers. 
comm.), and the presence of these birds allows observers to differentiate between 
them and flocks of Greaters, still essentially all white. Conversely, migrant Greaters 
have recently shifted westward, away from their traditional migration corridor. 
Interestingly, flocks of Lessers along the Atlantic Coast, and Greaters in the interior 
still tend to separate from each other; the Lesser and Greater flocks at Lake 
Mattamuskeet NWR in eastern North Carolina generally (but not always) live at 
separate locations, and flocks of Greaters in eastern Ontario are likewise obvious by 
their whiteness in comparison with the mixed-color flocks of Lessers in the same 
area (Pittaway 1992). 

The occurrence of the Greater Snow Goose west of its traditional migration 
corridor has only recently been noticed. Palmer (1976) stated that Greater Snow 
Goose was only an “Occasional straggler well inland, there being a few alleged 
sightings annually, plus a band recovery in Texas and another in Ill. or that general 
region.” I have been unable to verify any Texas records (Mark Lockwood, pers. 
comm.) nor any firm records from “Ill. or that general region”. Westward occurrence 
of Greater Snow Geese was documented for eastern Ontario in 1986 (Pittaway 1992), 
and since then, occurrences are annual, most in spring but a few in fall also, and a 
few large “blue Greaters” have been seen (Pittaway 1992). More recently, flocks of 
as many as 40,000 Greaters have been found in spring (Morin 2004). Both Pittaway 
(1992) and Morin (2004) suggest that adaptation to agricultural food sources by 
Greaters has allowed the shift of their migration corridor westward, and Morin noted 
that Montezuma NWR in nearby western New York has hosted as many as 100,000 
Greater Snows in spring in recent years. These large Ontario flocks of Greaters can be 
readily identified as they contain essentially all white birds, whereas the small 
locally uncommon flocks of Lessers in southern Ontario contain 65-75% “Blue 
Geese” (Ron Pittaway, pers. comm.) 
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PROVENANCE OF NEBRASKA RECORDS 

The research carried out for this article resulted in 5 records of Greater Snow 
Goose for Nebraska. These are shown in Table 1. 


TABLE 1 

Nebraska Records of Greater Snow Goose (C c. atlanticus) 


Date 

Collar 

Culmen 

County 

Comment 






spring ca. 2000 

none 

65 mm 

Hall 

shot bv hunter 

12-13 Mar 2002 

JY03 

61 mm 

Phelps 

female; from Bvlot Island 

13 Mar 2003 

JP05 


Hall 

from Bvlot Island 

3 Mar 2003 

KA13 


Phelps 

from Bvlot Island 

9 Mar 2003 

KF09 


Dawson 

from Bylot Island 


The only documented records of purported Greater Snow Goose west of 
Ontario that 1 was able to find, apart from that of Bill Lemburg for Nebraska, is a 
surprising series of observations (Michael Schwitters, pers. com.) of birds neck- 
collared on Bylot Island, north of Baffin Island, an important breeding area for 
Greater Snow Goose (http://www.cen.ulaval.ca/bylot/ecomon-anispec-greatersnow 
goose.htmL These observations indicate that some birds originating from By lot 
Island are indeed finding their way into the Central Flyway, most likely through 
staging areas at southern James Bay. Large numbers of Lesser Snow Geese fly 
south westward from this staging area to the Central Fly way, and traditionally from 
there to the Gulf Coast. Gilles Gauthier (pers. comm.) indicated that of the 45,000 
birds banded 1990-2003 on Bylot Island, there were 1,959 winter recoveries in the 
United States, including only 20 from the Mississippi Flyway and 15 from the 
Central Flyway. This recovery frequency suggests that fewer than 60 birds from 
Bylot Island may be reaching these flyways annually. 

Although the vast majority of the birds banded on Bylot Island must be pure 
Greaters, it is likely that at least some of them may be Lessers or intergrades 
between Lesser and Greater Snow Geese. Interestingly, Schwitters stated that “In all 
cases I could not distinguish these birds as larger than the other Snow Geese in the 
flocks ...though I was working quickly to find as many collars as possible. They 
may have been Lesser Snow Geese captured in banding drives for Greater Snow 
Geese on Bylot Island, Nunavut.” Further, Ken Abraham (pers. comm. Ron 
Pitta way) observed that the large Lesser Snow Goose colony south of By lot Island 
on southwest Baffin Island could be an annual source for molt-migrants, including 
non-breeding yearlings and failed breeders, reaching Bylot Island. Nevertheless, 
Gauthier noted (pers. comm.) that of about 150 adult geese measured annually on 
Bylot Island, only 1-3 fall into the range of Lesser Snow Goose. However, the 
culmen measurement (65 mm) of the bird shot in Nebraska by Lemburg’s 
acquaintance places it well within the range for Greater Snow Goose and outside that 
of Lesser Snow Goose (Gilles Gauthier, pers. comm.). 
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THE OFFICIAL LIST OF THE BIRDS OF NEBRASKA: 2003 

The Official List of the Birds of Nebraska was last published in 1997 (NOU 
Records Committee 1997). That list included 427 species whose occurrence in 
Nebraska had been documented to the satisfaction of the NOU Records Committee at 
that time, following the sequence and nomenclature as outlined by the American 
Ornithologists’ Union (1983, 1985, 1987, 1989, 1991, 1993, 1995, 1997, 1998, 
2000, 2002, 2003). The present list includes 447 species based initially on Bray et 
al. 1986, and subsequently all changes to the Official List of the Birds of Nebraska 
as determined by the NOU Records Committee (MollhofF 1987, 1989; Grenon 1990, 
1991; Gubanyi 1996a, 1996b, 1997; Brogie 1997, 1998, 1999, 2003, 2004; 
Jorgensen 2001, 2002, 2003), as well as sequence and taxonomic changes made by 
the American Ornithologists’ Union (1998, 2000, 2002, 2003). Additionally, the 
list reflects changes in frequency of occurrence as determined by the NOU Records 
Committee, which reviewed records of bird occurrences in Nebraska for 1993-2003. 
Frequency of occurrence is indicated by the following terms (NOU Records 
Committee 1988): 

Regular - acceptably reported in 9-10 of the past 10 years 
Casual - acceptably reported in 4-7 of the past 10 years 
Accidental - acceptably reported in 0-2 of the past 10 years 
Extirpated - not acceptably reported in the past 50 years 
Extinct - no longer found alive anywhere in the world 
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The frequency of occurrence for any species that is acceptably reported in 3 
or 8 of the last 10 years is discussed by the committee and placed in a category felt 
most appropriate by the committee. The NOU Records Committee seeks 
documentation for all species of less than regular occurrence in Nebraska as well as 
for those species whose occurrence has not been documented in Nebraska. Species 
documentation currently may be sent to; 

Mark A. Brogie, Records Committee Chair 
508 Seeley, Box 316 
Creighton, NE 68729 

Firmness of data supporting a bird on this list is indicated by the following 
terms (NOU Records Committee 1986): an adequately labeled diagnostic specimen 
(I-S); an adequately labeled diagnostic photo or slide (I-P); an adequately labeled 
diagnostic recording (I-R); a sight record with three or more acceptable written 
documentations (II); and a sight record with one or two acceptable written 
documentations (III). Species whose occurrence in Nebraska is believed 
indisputable; although no acceptable documentation exists is indicated by (**). 

A summary of the changes to the 1997 Official List of the Birds of Nebraska 
follows. 

Species Added to the Official List of the Birds of Nebraska Based on 
Acceptable Documentation (Since 1997) 

Emperor Goose, {Chen canagica), 1-P 
Garganey, {Anas querquedula), 1-P 
Tufted Duck, {Ay thy a fuligula), 1-P 

Yellow-billed Loon, {Gavia adamsii), I-P (counted in; but inadvertently left off 
1997 Official List) 

Reddish Egret, {Egretta rufescens), 1 -P 

White Ibis, {Eudocimus albus), 1-P 

Glossy Ibis, {Plegadis falcinellus). III 

Curlew Sandpiper, {Calidris ferruginea), 1-P 

Arctic Tern, {Sternaparadisaea), 1-P 

Eurasian Collared-Dove, {Streptopelia decaocto), 1-P 

Costa's Hummingbird, {Calypte costae). III 

Gray Flycatcher, {Empidonax wrightii). III 

Dusky Flycatcher, {Empidonax oberholseri), 1-P 

Black-throated Gray Warbler, {Dendroica nigrescens). III 

Hermit Warbler, {Dendroica occidental is), III 

Hepatic Tanager, {Piranga flava), 1-P 

Scott’s Oriole, (Icterus parisorum). 111 

Brambling, {Fringilla montifr ingill a), 1-P 

Black Rosy-Finch, {Leucosticte atrata). III 

Changes Involving Nebraska Species Due to Taxonomic Revisions 

Common Snipe is split into Wilson’s Snipe {Gallinago delicata), widespread 
in North America and Common Snipe {Gallinago gallinago), the Old World form 
that breeds sparingly in the Aleutian Islands. 
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Wilson’s Snipe, {Gallinago delicata). Regular, 1-S 

Three-toed Woodpecker is split into American Three-toed Woodpecker 
{Picoides dorsalis) and the Old World form Eurasian Three-toed Woodpecker 
(Picoides tridactylus). 

American Three-toed Woodpecker, {Picoides dorsalis). Accidental, 1-S 

Solitary Vireo {Vireo solitarius) is split into Blue-headed Vireo (K 
solitarius), Cassin's Vireo (K cassinii), and Plumbeous Vireo {V. plumbeus). 

The species {V. solitarius) is typically encountered migrating through eastern 
Nebraska, {V. plumbeus) has been found nesting in extreme northwestern Nebraska, 
and ( V. cassinii) has been found as a western Nebraska migrant. 

Plumbeous Vireo, {Vireo plumbeus). Regular, 1-S 

Cassin’s Vireo, {Vireo cassinii). Casual, 1-S 

Blue-headed Vireo, {Vireo solitarius). Regular, 1-S 

Black-billed Magpie of North America becomes {Pica hudsonia), split from the 
Old World form {Pica pica)’, (Magpie or Eurasian Magpie). 

Black-billed Magpie, {Pica hudsonia). Regular, 1-S 

Changes at the Family and/or Order Level 

The order Anseriformes are placed ahead of the order Gaviiformes. 

The family Cathartidae (New World Vultures) are removed from the order 
Falconiformes and placed in the order Ciconiiformes after Wood Stork. 

The New World Quail (i.e. Northern Bobwhite) are now placed in their own 
family (Odontophoridae). 

The family Laniidae (shrikes) are moved behind the family Tyrannidae 
(flycatchers); the first family in the order Passeriformes. 

The family Vireonidae (vireos), and the family Corvidae (jays, crows, and allies); 
in that sequence, will directly follow the Laniidae (shrikes). 

The kinglets are now placed in their own family (Regulidae). 

The Gnatcatchers are now placed in the family Sylviidae and follow the 
Regulidae. 

The true thrushes (Eastern Bluebird through Varied Thrush) are placed in the 
family Turdidae and follow the Sylviidae. 

The family Sturnidae (i.e. European Starling) will now follow the family 
Mimidae (mockingbirds and thrashers). 

The wood-warblers (Blue-winged Warbler through Yellow-breasted Chat) are 
placed in the family Parulidae. 

The tanagers are placed in the family Thraupidae. 

The New World Sparrows and allies (Green-tailed Towhee through Snow 
Bunting) are retained as the family Emberizidae. 

The cardinals, buntings, and grosbeaks (Northern Cardinal through Dickcissel) 
are placed in the family Cardinalidae and will follow the family Emberizidae. 

The blackbirds and orioles (Bobolink through Scott's Oriole) will be placed in 
the family Icteridae and will follow the family Cardinalidae. 

The sequence of families of Nebraska birds in the Order Passeriformes will be: 

Tyrannidae, Laniidae, Vireonidae, Corvidae, Alaudidae, Hirundinidae, Paridae, 
Sittidae, Certhiidae, Troglodytidae, Cinclidae, Regulidae, Sylviidae, Turdidae, 
Mimidae, Sturnidae, Motacillidae, Bombycillidae, Parulidae, Thraupidae, 
Emberizidae, Cardinalidae, Icteridae, Fringillidae, and Passeridae. 
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Changes in Frequency of Occurrence 

Tundra Swan, (Cygrjus columbianus) changed from Casual to Regular 
Black Scoter, (Melanitta nigra) changed from Casual to Regular 
Barrow’s Goldeneye, {Bucephala islandica) changed from Casual to Regular 
Red-throated Loon, {Gavia stellata) changed from Accidental to Casual 
Pacific Loon, {Gavia pacifica) changed from Casual to Regular 
Red-necked Grebe, {Podiceps grisegena) changed from Casual to Regular 
Neotropic Cormorant, (Phalacrocorax brasilianus) changed from Accidental to 
Casual 

Common Moorhen, (Gallinula chloropus) changed from Accidental to Casual 
Snowy Plover, {Charadrius alexandrinus) changed from Casual to Regular 
Mountain Plover, {Charadrius montanus) changed from Casual to Regular 
Whimbrel, {Numenius phaeopus) changed from Casual to Regular 
Red Knot, {Calidris canutus) changed from Casual to Regular 
Ruff, {Philomachus pugnax) changed from Accidental to Casual 
Short-billed Dowitcher, {Limnodromus griseus) changed from Casual to 
Regular 

Pomarine Jaeger, {Stercorarius pomarinus) changed from Accidental to Casual 
Little Gull, {Larus minutus) changed from Accidental to Casual 
Mew Gull, {Larus canus) changed from Accidental to Casual 
Thayer’s Gull, {Larus thayeri) changed from Casual to Regular 
Lesser Black-backed Gull, {Larus fuscus) changed from Casual to Regular 
Sabine’s Gull, {Xema sabini) changed from Accidental to Regular 
Eurasian Collared-Dove, {Streptopelia decaocto) changed from Accidental to 
Casual 

White-winged Dove, {Zenaida asiatica) changed from Accidental to Casual 
Calliope Hummingbird, {Stellula calliope) changed from Accidental to Casual 
Broad-tailed Hummingbird, {Selasphorus platycercus) changed from Casual to 
Regular 

Rufous Hummingbird, {Selasphorus rufus) changed from Casual to Regular 
Red-naped Sapsucker, {Sphyrapicus nuchalis) changed from Accidental to 
Casual 

Pileated Woodpecker, {Dryocopus pileatus) changed from Accidental to Casual 
Hammond’s Flycatcher, {Empidonax hammondii) changed from Accidental to 
Casual 

Dusky Flycatcher, {Empidonax oberholseri) changed from Accidental to Casual 
Cordilleran Flycatcher, {Empidonax occidentalis) changed from Casual to 
Regular 

Cassin’s Vireo, {Vireo cassinii) changed from Accidental to Casual 
Steller’s Jay, {Cyanocitta stelleri) changed from Accidental to Casual; changed 
from from Casual back to Accidental 

Mountain Chickadee, {Poecile gambeli) changed from Accidental to Casual 
Sage Thrasher, {Oreoscoptes montanus) changed from Casual to Regular 
Blue-winged Warbler, {Vermivora pinus) changed from Casual to Regular 
Virginia’s Warbler, {Vermivora virginiae) changed from Accidental to Casual 
Black-throated Blue Warbler, {Dendroica caerulescens) changed from Casual 
Townsend’s Warbler, {Dendroica townsendi) changed from Casual to Regular 
Prairie Warbler, {Dendroica discolor) changed from Accidental to Casual 
Hooded Warbler, {Wilsonia citrina) changed from Casual to Regular 
Green-tailed Towhee, {Pipilo chlorurus) changed from Casual to Regular 
Cassin’s Sparrow, {Aimophila cassinii) changed from Casual to Regular 
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Baird’s Sparrow, (Ammodramus bairdii) changed from Accidental to Casual 
Henslow’s Sparrow, {Ammodramus henslowii) changed from Casual to Regular 
Nelson’s Sharp-tailed Sparrow, {Ammodramus nelsoni) changed from Casual to 
Regular 

Smith’s Longspur, {Calcarius pictus) changed from Accidental to Casual 
White-winged Crossbill, {Loxia leucoptera) changed from Casual to Regular 
Lesser Goldfinch, {Carduelis psaltria) changed from Accidental to Casual 

Changes in Firmness of Data 

Black Rail (Laterallus jamaicensis) changed from (**) to 1-R 
Band-tailed Pigeon (Patagioenas fasciata) changed from Class III to 1-P 
Great-tailed Grackle {Quiscalus mexicanus) changed from 1-P to 1-S 
(UNSM #ZM-17601) 

Changes in Scientific Names 

Roseate Spoonbill (AJaia ajajd) becomes (Platalea ajaja) 

Purple Gallinule {Porphyrula martinica) becomes {Porphyrio martinica) 
American Golden-Plover {Pluvialis dominicus) becomes {Pluvialis dominica) 
Red Phalarope {Phalaropus fulicaria) becomes (Phalaropus fulicarius) 
Band-tailed Pigeon {Columba fasciata) becomes {Patagioenas fasciata) 

Eastern Screech-Owl {Otus asio) becomes {Megascops asio) 

Snowy Owl {Nyctea scandiaca) becomes {Bubo scandiaca) 

Burrowing Owl {Speotyto cunicularia) becomes {Athene cunicularia) 

Olive-sided Flycatcher {Contopus borealis) becomes {Contopus cooperi) 
Black-capped Vireo {Vireo atricapillus) becomes {Vireo atricapilla) 

Cliff Swallow {Hirundo pyrrhonota) becomes {Petrochelidon pyrrhonota) 

Cave Swallow {Hirundo fulva) becomes {Petrochelidon fulva) 

Black-capped Chickadee {Parus atricapillus) becomes {Poecile atricapillus) 
which becomes {Poecile atricapilla) which changes back to {Poecile atricapillus) 
Mountain Chickadee {Parus gambeli) becomes {Poecile gambeli) 

Tufted Titmouse {Parus bicolor) becomes {Baeolophus bicolor) 

Ovenbird {Seiurus aurocapillus) becomes {Seiurus aurocapilla) 

Blue Grosbeak {Guiraca caerulea) becomes {Passerina caerulea) 

Changes in English Names 

Ross’ Goose {Chen rossii) changed to Ross’s Goose 

Oldsquaw {Clangula hyemalis) changed to Long-tailed Duck 

Harris’ Hawk {Parabuteo unicinctus) changed to Harris’s Hawk 

Sage Grouse {Centrocercus urophasianus) changed to Greater Sage-Grouse 

Ross’ Gull {Rhodostethia rosea) changed to Ross’s Gull 

Rock Dove {Columba livia) changed to Rock Pigeon 

Lewis’ Woodpecker {Melanerpes lewis) changed to Lewis’s Woodpecker 

Harris’ Sparrow {Zonotrichia querula) changed to Harris’s Sparrow 

Other Changes 

Multiple changes in sequential reordering of species inside families can be found 
in the following text. 
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THE OFFICIAL LIST OF THE BIRDS OF NEBRASKA: (2003) 

(447 Species) 

Order ANSERIFORMES 

Family Anatidae: Swans, Geese, and Ducks 

Black-bellied Whistling-Duck, (Dendrocygna autumnalis). Accidental, 1-S 

Bean Goose, (Anser fabalis). Accidental, 1-P 

Greater White-fronted Goose, {Amer albifrons), Regular, 1-S 

Emperor Goose, (Chen canagica), Accidental, 1-P 

Snow Goose, (Chen caerulescens). Regular, 1-S 

Ross’s Goose, (Chen rossii). Regular, 1-S 

Canada Goose, (Branta canadensis). Regular, 1-S 

Brant, (Branta bernicla), Accidental, 1-S 

Trumpeter Swan, (Cygnus buccinator). Regular, 1-S 

Tundra Swan, (Cygnus columbianus). Regular, 1-S 

Wood Duck, (Aix sponsa). Regular, 1-S 

Gadwall, (Anas strepera). Regular, 1-S 

Eurasian Wigeon, (Anas penelope). Casual, 1-S 

American Wigeon, (Anas americana). Regular, 1-S 

American Black Duck, (Anas rubripes). Regular, 1-S 

Mallard, (Anas platyrhynchos). Regular, 1-S 

Mottled Duck, (Anas fulvigula). Accidental, 1-P 

Blue-winged Teal, (Anas discors). Regular, 1-S 

Cinnamon Teal, (Anas cyanoptera). Regular, 1-S 

Northern Shoveler, (Anas clypeata). Regular, 1-S 

Northern Pintail, (Anas acuta). Regular, 1-S 

Garganey, (Anas querquedula). Accidental, 1-P 

Green-winged Teal, (Anas crecca). Regular, 1-S 

Canvasback, (Aythya valisineria). Regular, 1-S 

Redhead, (Aythya americana). Regular, 1-S 

Ring-necked Duck, (Aythya collaris). Regular, 1-S 

Tufted Duck, (Aythya fuligula). Accidental, 1-P 

Greater Scaup, (Aythya marila). Regular, 1-S 

Lesser Scaup, (Aythya affinis). Regular, 1-S 

King Eider, (Somateria spectabilis). Accidental, 1-P 

Common Eider, (Somateria mollissima). Accidental, 1-S 

Harlequin Duck, (Histrionicus histrionicus). Accidental, 1-S 

Surf Scoter, (Melanitta perspicillata). Regular, 1-S 

White-winged Scoter, (Melanitta fusca). Regular, 1-S 

Black Scoter, (Melanitta nigra). Regular, 1 -S 

Long-tailed Duck, (Clangula hyemalis). Regular, 1-S 

Bufflehead, (Bucephala albeola). Regular, 1-S 

Common Goldeneye, (Bucephala clangula). Regular, 1-S 

Barrow’s Goldeneye, (Bucephala islandica). Regular, 1-P 

Hooded Merganser, (Lophodytes cucullatus). Regular, 1-S 

Common Merganser, (Mergus merganser). Regular, 1-S 

Red-breasted Merganser, (Mergus serrator). Regular, 1-S 

Ruddy Duck, (Oxyura jamaicensis). Regular, 1-S 

Order GALLIFORMES 

Family Phasianidae: Partridges, Grouse, and Turkeys 
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Gray Partridge, {Perdixperdix). Regular, 1-S 
Ring-necked Pheasant, {Phasianus colchicus). Regular, 1-S 
Ruffed Grouse, {Bonasa umbellus). Extirpated, 1-S 
Greater Sage-Grouse, {Centrocercus urophasianus). Accidental, III 
Sharp-tailed Grouse, (Tympanuchus phasianellus). Regular, 1-S 
Greater Prairie-Chicken, {Tympanuchus cupido). Regular, 1-S 
Lesser Prairie-Chicken, {Tympanuchus pallidicinctus). Extirpated, 1-S 
Wild Turkey, {Meleagris gallopavo). Regular, 1-S 

Family Odontophoridae: Quail 

Northern Bobwhite, {Colinus virginianus). Regular, 1-S 

Order GAVIIFORMES 
Family Gaviidae: Loons 

Red-throated Loon, {Gavia stellata). Casual, 1-P 
Pacific Loon, {Gavia pacified). Regular, 1-P 
Common Loon, {Gavia immer). Regular, 1-S 
Yellow-billed Loon, {Gavia adamsii). Accidental, 1-P 

Order PODICTPEDIFORMES 
Family Podicipedidae: Grebes 

Pied-billed Grebe, {Podilymbus podiceps). Regular, 1-S 
Horned Grebe, {Podiceps auritus). Regular, 1-S 
Red-necked Grebe, {Podiceps grisegena). Regular, 1-P 
Eared Grebe, {Podiceps nigricollis), Regular, 1-S 
Western Grebe, {Aechmophorus occidentalis), Regular, 1-S 
Clark’s Grebe, {Aechmophorus clarkii). Regular, 1-S 

Order PELECANIFORMES 
Family Pelecanidae: Pelicans 

American White Pelican, {Pelecanus erythrorhynchos). Regular, 1-S 
Brown Pelican, {Pelecanus occidentalis). Accidental, 1-P 

Family Phalacrocoracidae: Cormorants 

Neotropic Cormorant, {Phalacrocorax brasilianus). Casual, 1-S 
Double-crested Cormorant, {Phalacrocorax auritus), Regular, 1-S 

Family Anhingidae: Darters 

Anhinga, {Anhinga anhinga). Accidental, 1-S 

Order CICONllFORMES 

Family Ardeidae: Bitterns and Herons 

American Bittern, {Botaurus lentiginosus). Regular, 1-S 
Least Bittern, {Ixobrychus exilis). Regular, 1-S 
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Great Blue Heron, {Ardea herodias). Regular, 1-S 

Great Egret, {Ardea alba). Regular, 1-S 

Snowy Egret, {Egretta thula). Regular, 1 -P 

Little Blue Heron, {Egretta caerulea). Regular, 1-S 

Tricolored Heron, {Egretta tricolor). Accidental, 1-S 

Reddish Egret, {Egretta rufescens). Accidental, 1-P 

Cattle Egret, {Bubulcus ibis). Regular, 1 -P 

Green Heron, {Butorides virescens). Regular, 1-S 

Black-crowned Night-Heron, {Nycticorax nycticorax). Regular, 1-S 

Yellow-crowned Night-Heron, {Nyctanassa violacea). Regular, 1-S 

Family Threskiomithidae: Ibises and Spoonbills 

White Ibis, {Eudocimus albus). Accidental, 1-P 
Glossy Ibis, {Plegadis falcinellus). Accidental, III 
White-faced Ibis, {Plegadis chihi). Regular, 1-S 
Roseate Spoonbill, {Platalea ajaja). Accidental, 11 

Family Ciconiidae: Storks 

Wood Stork, {Mycteria americana). Accidental, III 

Family Cathartidae: American Vultures 

Black Vulture, {Coragyps atratus). Accidental, 1-S 
Turkey Vulture, {Cathartes aura). Regular, 1-S 

Order FALCONIFORMES 

Family Accipitridae: Kites, Hawks, Eagles, and Allies 

Osprey, {Pandion haliaetus). Regular, 1-S 
Swallow-tailed Kite, {Elanoides forficatus), Extripated, 1-S 
White-tailed Kite, {Elanus leucurus). Accidental, 1-P 
Mississippi Kite, {Ictinia mississippiensis). Regular, 1-S 
Bald Eagle, {Haliaeetus leucocephalus). Regular, 1-S 
Northern Harrier, {Circus cyaneus). Regular, 1-S 
Sharp-shinned Y{ 2 iy^y.,{Accipiter striatus). Regular, 1-S 
Cooper’s Hawk, {Accipiter cooperii). Regular, 1-S 
Northern Goshawk, {Accipiter gentilis). Regular, 1-S 
Harris’s Hawk, {Parabuteo unicinctus). Accidental, 1-S 
Red-shouldered Hawk, {Buteo lineatus). Regular, 1 -S 
Broad-winged Hawk, {Buteo platypterus). Regular, 1 -S 
Swainson’s Hawk, {Buteo swainsoni). Regular, 1-S 
Red-tailed Hawk, {Buteo jamaicensis). Regular, 1-S 
Ferruginous Hawk, {Buteo regalis). Regular, 1-S 
Rough-legged Hawk, {Buteo lagopus). Regular, 1 -S 
Golden Eagle, {Aquila chrysaetos). Regular, 1-S 

Family Falconidae: Falcons 

American Kestrel, {Falco sparverius). Regular, 1 -S 
Merlin, {Falco columbarius). Regular, 1-S 
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Gyrfalcon, {Falco rusticolus), Casual, 1-S 
Peregrine Falcon, {Falco peregrinus). Regular, 1-S 
Prairie Falcon, {Falco mexicanus). Regular, 1-S 

Order GRUIFORMES 

Family Rallidae: Rails, Gallinules, and Coots 

Yellow Rail, {Coturnicops noveboracensis), Accidental, 1-S 
Black Rail, {Laterallus jamaicensis), Accidental, 1 -R 
Clapper Rail, {Rallus longirostris). Accidental, 1 -S 
King Rail, {Rallus elegans). Casual, 1-S 
Virginia Rail, {Rallus limicola), Regular, 1-S 
Sora, {Porzana Carolina), Regular, 1-S 
Purple Gallinule, {Porphyrio martinica), Accidental, III 
Common Moorhen, {Gallinula chloropus). Casual, 1-S 
American Coot, {Fulica americana). Regular, 1-S 

Family Gruidae: Cranes 

Sandhill Crane, {Grus canadensis). Regular, 1-S 
Common Crane, {Grus grus). Accidental, 1-P 
Whooping Crane, {Grus americana). Regular, 1-S 

Order CHARADRIIFORMES 
Family Charadriidae: Plovers 

Black-bellied Plover, {Pluvialis squatarola). Regular, 1-S 
American Golden-Plover, {Pluvialis dominica). Regular, 1-S 
Snowy Plover, {Charadrius alexandrinus). Regular, 1-S 
Semipalmated Plover, {Charadrius semipalmatus). Regular, 1-S 
Piping Plover, {Charadrius melodus). Regular, 1-S 
Killdeer, {Charadrius vociferus). Regular, 1-S 
Mountain Plover, {Charadrius montanus). Regular, 1-S 

Family Recurvirostridae: Stilts and Avocets 

Black-necked Stilt, {Himantopus mexicanus). Regular, 1 -S 
American Avocet, {Recurvirostra americana). Regular, 1-S 

Family Scolopacidae: Sandpipers and Phalaropes 

Greater Yellowlegs, {Tringa melanoleuca). Regular, 1-S 
Lesser Yellowlegs, {Tringa flavipes). Regular, 1-S 
Solitary Sandpiper, {Tringa solitaria). Regular, 1-S 
Willet, {Catoptrophorus semipalmatus). Regular, 1-S 
Spotted Sandpiper, {Actitis macularia). Regular, 1-S 
Upland Sandpiper, {Bartramia longicauda). Regular, 1-S 
Eskimo Curlew, {Numenius borealis). Extirpated, 1-S 
Whimbrel, {Numenius phaeopus). Regular, 1-S 
Long-billed Curlew, {Numenius americanus). Regular, 1-S 
Hudsonian Godwit, {Limosa haemastica). Regular, 1-S 
Marbled Godwit, {Limosa fedoa). Regular, 1-S 
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Ruddy Turnstone, {Arenaria interpres). Regular, 1-S 
Red Knot, {Calidris canutus). Regular, 1-P 
Sanderling, {Calidris alba). Regular, 1-S 
Semipalmated Sandpiper, {Calidris pusilla). Regular, 1-S 
Western Sandpiper, {Calidris mauri). Regular, 1-S 
Least Sandpiper, {Calidris minutilla). Regular, 1-S 
White-rumped Sandpiper, {Calidris fuscicollis). Regular, 1-S 
Baird’s Sandpiper, {Calidris bairdii). Regular, 1-S 
Pectoral Sandpiper, {Calidris melanotos). Regular, 1-S 
Sharp-tailed Sandpiper, {Calidris acuminata). Accidental, III 
Dunlin, {Calidris alpina). Regular, 1-S 
Curlew Sandpiper, {Calidris ferrugined). Accidental, 1-P 
Stilt Sandpiper, {Calidris himantopus). Regular, 1-S 
Buff-breasted Sandpiper, {Tryngites subruficollis). Regular, 1-S 
Ruff, {Philomachus pugnax). Casual, 1-P 
Short-billed Dowitcher, {Limnodromus griseus). Regular, 1-S 
Long-billed Dowitcher, {Limnodromus scolopaceus). Regular, 1-S 
Wilson’s Snipe, {Gallinago delicata). Regular, 1-S 
American Woodcock, {Scolopax minor). Regular, 1-S 
Wilson’s Phalarope, {Phalaropus tricolor). Regular, 1-S 
Red-necked Phalarope, {Phalaropus lobatus). Regular, 1-S 
Red Phalarope, {Phalaropus fulicarius). Casual, 1-S 

Family Laridae: Gulls and Terns 

Pomarine Jaeger, {Stercorarius pomarinus). Casual, 1-S 

Parasitic Jaeger, {Stercorarius parasiticus). Accidental, 1-S 

Long-tailed Jaeger, {Stercorarius longicaudus). Accidental, 1-S 

Laughing Gull, {Larus atricilla). Casual, 1-P 

Franklin’s Gull, {Larus pipixcan). Regular, 1-S 

Little Gull, {Larus minutus). Casual, 1-P 

Black-headed Gull, {Larus ridibundus). Accidental, III 

Bonaparte’s Gull, {Larus Philadelphia), Regular, 1-S 

Mew Gull, {Larus canus). Casual, 1-P 

Ring-billed Gull, {Larus delawarensis). Regular, 1-S 

California Gull, {Larus californicus). Regular, 1-S 

Herring Gull, {Larus argentatus). Regular, 1-S 

Thayer’s Gull, {Larus thayeri). Regular, 1-P 

Iceland Gull, {Larus glaucoides). Casual, 1-P 

Lesser Black-backed Gull, {Larus fuscus). Regular, 1-P 

Glaucous-winged Gull, {Larus glaucescens). Accidental, 1-P 

Glaucous Gull, {Larus hyperboreus). Regular, 1-P 

Great Black-backed Gull, {Larus marinus). Casual, 1-P 

Sabine’s Gull, {Xema sabini). Regular, 1-S 

Black-legged Kittiwake, {Rissa tridactyla). Casual, 1 -S 

Ross’s Gull, {Rhodostethia rosea). Accidental, 1-P 

Caspian Tern, {Sterna caspia). Regular, 1-S 

Common Tern, {Sterna hirundo). Regular, 1-S 

Arctic Tern, {Sternaparadisaea). Accidental, 1-P 

Forster’s Tern, {Sterna forsteri). Regular, 1-S 

Least Tern, {Sterna antillarum). Regular, 1-S 

Black Tern, {Chlidonias niger). Regular, 1-S 
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Family Alcidae; Auks, Murres, and Allies 

Ancient Murrelet, {Synthliboramphus antiquus). Accidental, 1-S 

Order COLUMBIFORMES 

Family Columbidae: Pigeons and Doves 

Rock Pigeon, {Columba livia). Regular, 1-S 
Band-tailed Pigeon, (Patagioenas fasciata). Accidental, 1-P 
Eurasian Collared-Dove, (Streptopelia decaocto). Casual, 1-P 
White-winged Dove, {Zenaida asiatica). Casual, 1-P 
Mourning Dove, {Zenaida macroura). Regular, 1-S 
Passenger Pigeon, {Ectopistes migratorius). Extinct, 1-S 
Inca Dove, (Columbina inca). Accidental, 1-P 
Common Ground-Dove, {Columbinapasserina). Accidental, 111 

Order PSITTACIFORMES 
Family Psittacidae; Parrots 

Carolina Parakeet, (Conuropsis carolinensis). Extinct, 1-S 

Order CUCULIFORMES 

Family Cuculidae: Cuckoos and Anis 

Black-billed Cuckoo, {Coccyzus erythropthalmus). Regular, 1-S 
Yellow-billed Cuckoo, {Coccyzus americanus). Regular, 1-S 
Groove-billed Ani, {Crotophaga sulcirostris). Accidental, 1-P 

Order STRIGIFORMES 
Family Tytonidae: Barn Owls 

Barn Owl, {Tyto alba). Regular, 1-S 

Family Strigidae: Typical Owls 

Eastern Screech-Owl, {Megascops asio). Regular, 1 -S 
Great Horned Owl, {Bubo virginianus). Regular, 1-S 
Snowy Owl, {Bubo scandiaca). Regular, 1-S 
Northern Hawk Owl, {Surnia ulula). Accidental, 1-S 
Burrowing Owl, {Athene cunicularia). Regular, 1-S 
Barred Owl, {Strix varia). Regular, 1-S 
Great Gray Owl, {Strix nebulosa). Accidental, 1-S 
Long-eared Owl, {Asio otus). Regular, 1-S 
Short-eared Owl, {Asio flammeus). Regular, 1-S 
Boreal Owl, {Aegolius funereus). Accidental, 1-S 
Northern Saw-whet Owl, {Aegolius acadicus). Regular, 1-S 

Order CAPRIMULGIFORMES 
Family Caprimulgidae: Goatsuckers 

Common Nighthawk, {Chordeiles minor). Regular, 1-S 
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Common Poorwill, (Phalaenoptilus nuttallii). Regular, 1-S 
Chuck-will’s-widow, {Caprimulgus carolinensis). Regular, 1-P 
Whip-poor-will, {Caprimulgus vociferus), Regular, 1-S 

Order APODIFORMES 
Family Apodidae: Swifts 

Chimney Swift, {Chaetura pelagica). Regular, 1-S 
White-throated Swift, {Aeronautes saxatalis), Regular, 1-S 

Family Trochilidae: Hummingbirds 

Ruby-throated Hummingbird, {Archilochus colubris). Regular, 1-S 
Costa’s Hummingbird, {Calypte costae). Accidental, Ill 
Calliope Hummingbird, {Stellula calliope). Casual, 1-P 
Broad-tailed Hummingbird, {Selasphorus platycercus). Regular, 1-P 
Rufous Hummingbird, {Selasphorus rufus). Regular, 1-S 

Order CORACIIFORMES 
Family Alcedinidae; Kingfishers 

Belted Kingfisher, {Ceryle alcyori). Regular, 1 -S 

Order PICIFORMES 
Family Picidae: Woodpeckers 

Lewis’s Woodpecker, {Melanerpes lewis). Regular, 1-S 
Red-headed Woodpecker, {Melanerpes erythrocephalus). Regular, 1-S 
Acorn Woodpecker, {Melanerpes formicivorus). Accidental, 1-P 
Red-bellied Woodpecker, {Melanerpes carolinus). Regular, 1 -S 
Williamson’s Sapsucker, {Sphyrapicus thyroideus). Accidental, 1-S 
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker, {Sphyrapicus varius). Regular, 1-S 
Red-naped Sapsucker, {Sphyrapicus nuchalis). Casual, 1-S 
Downy Woodpecker, {Picoides pubescens). Regular, 1-S 
Hairy Woodpecker, {Picoides villosus). Regular, 1-S 
American Three-toed Woodpecker, {Picoides dorsalis). Accidental, 1-S 
Northern Flicker, {Colaptes auratus). Regular, 1-S 
Pileated Woodpecker, {Dryocopus pileatus). Casual, 1-P 

Order PASSERIFORMES 

Family Tyrannidae: Tyrant Flycatchers 

Olive-sided Flycatcher, {Contopus cooperi). Regular, 1-S 
Western Wood-Pewee, {Contopus sordidulus). Regular, 1-S 
Eastern Wood-Pewee, {Contopus virens). Regular, 1-S 
Yellow-bellied Flycatcher, {Empidonax flaviventris). Casual, 1-S 
Acadian Flycatcher, {Empidonax virescens). Regular, 1-S 
Alder Flycatcher, {Empidonax alnorum). Regular, 1-R 
Willow Flycatcher, {Empidonax traillii). Regular, l-R 
Least Flycatcher, {Empidonax minimus). Regular, 1-S 
Hammond’s Flycatcher, {Empidonax hammondii). Casual, 1-S 
Gray Flycatcher, {Empidonax wrightii). Accidental, III 
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Dusky Flycatcher, {Empidonax oberholseri). Casual, 1-P 
Cordilleran Flycatcher, {Empidonax occidentalis). Regular, 1-R 
Eastern Phoebe, {Sayornis phoebe). Regular, 1 -S 
Say’s Phoebe, {Sayornis soya). Regular, 1 -S 
Vermilion Flycatcher, {Pyrocephalus rubinus). Accidental, 1-P 
Ash-throated Flycatcher, {Myiarchus cinerascens). Accidental, III 
Great Crested Flycatcher, {Myiarchus crinitus). Regular, 1-S 
Cassin’s Kingbird, {Tyrannus vociferans), Regular, 1-S 
Western Kingbird, {Tyrannus verticalis). Regular, 1-S 
Eastern Kingbird, {Tyrannus tyrannus). Regular, 1-S 
Scissor-tailed Flycatcher, {Tyrannus forficatus). Casual, 1-P 

Family Laniidae; Shrikes 

Loggerhead Shrike, {Lanius ludovicianus). Regular, 1-S 
Northern Shrike, {Lanius excubitor). Regular, 1-S 

Family Vireonidae: Vireos 

White-eyed Vireo, {Vireo griseus). Casual, 1-S 
Bell’s Vireo, {Vireo bellii). Regular, 1-S 
Black-capped Vireo, {Vireo atricapilla). Accidental, 1-S 
Yellow-throated Vireo, {Vireoflavifrons). Regular, 1-S 
Plumbeous Vireo, {Vireoplumbeus). Regular, 1-S 
Cassin’s Vireo, {Vireo cassinii). Casual, 1-S 
Blue-headed Vireo, {Vireo solitarius). Regular, 1-S 
Warbling Vireo, {Vireo gilvus). Regular, 1-S 
Philadelphia Vireo, {Vireo philadelphicus), Regular, 1-S 
Red-eyed Vireo, {Vireo olivaceus). Regular, 1-S 

Family Corvidae: Jays, Magpies, and Crows 

Gray Jay, {Perisoreus canadensis). Accidental, III 
Steller’s Jay, {Cyanocitta stelleri). Accidental, 1-S 
Blue Jay, {Cyanocitta cristata). Regular, 1-S 
Pinyon Jay, {Gymnorhinus cyanocephalus). Regular, 1-S 
Clark’s Nutcracker, {Nucifraga columbiana). Casual, 1-S 
Black-billed Magpie, {Pica hudsonia). Regular, 1-S 
American Crow, {Corvus brachyrhynchos). Regular, 1-S 
Chihuahuan Raven, {Corvus cryptoleucus). Accidental, 1-S 
Common Raven, {Corvus corax). Accidental, III 

Family Alaudidae: Larks 

Horned Lark, {Eremophila alpestris). Regular, 1-S 

Family Hirundinidae: Swallows 

Purple Martin, {Progne subis). Regular, 1-S 

Tree Swallow, {Tachycineta bicolor). Regular, 1-S 

Violet-green Swallow, {Tachycineta thalassina). Regular, 1-S 

Northern Rough-winged Swallow, {Stelgidopteryx serripennis). Regular, 1-S 
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Bank Swallow, {Riparia riparia). Regular, 1-S 
Cliff Swallow, {Petrochelidon pyrrhonota). Regular, 1-S 
Cave Swallow, {Petrochelidon fulva). Accidental, 1-P 
Barn Swallow, {Hirundo rustled). Regular, 1-S 

Family Paridae; Titmice 

Black-capped Chickadee, (Poecile atricapillus). Regular, 1-S 
Mountain Chickadee, {Poecile gambeli). Casual, 1-P 
Tufted Titmouse, {Baeolophus bicolor). Regular, 1-S 

Family Sittidae: Nuthatches 

Red-breasted Nuthatch, {Sitta canadensis). Regular, 1-S 
White-breasted Nuthatch, {Sitta carolinensis). Regular, 1-S 
Pygmy Nuthatch, {Sitta pygmaea). Regular, 1-S 

Family Certhiidae: Creepers 

Brown Creeper, {Certhia americana). Regular, 1-S 

Family Troglodytidae; Wrens 

Rock Wren, {Salpinctes obsoletus). Regular, 1-S 
Canyon Wren, {Catherpes mexicanus). Accidental, 1-P 
Carolina Wren, {Thryothorus ludovicianus). Regular, 1-S 
Bewick’s Wren, {Thryomanes bewickii). Casual, 1-P 
House Wren, {Troglodytes aedon). Regular, 1-S 
Winter Wren, {Troglodytes troglodytes). Regular, 1-S 
Sedge Wren, {Cistothorus platens is). Regular, 1-S 
Marsh Wren, {Cistothorus palustris). Regular, 1-S 

Family Cinclidae: Dippers 

American Dipper, {Cinclus mexicanus). Accidental, 1-S 
Family Regulidae: Kinglets 

Golden-crowned Kinglet, {Regulus satrapa). Regular, 1-S 
Ruby-crowned Kinglet, {Regulus calendula). Regular, 1-S 

Family Sylviidae: Gnatcatchers 

Blue-gray Gnatcatcher, {Polioptila caerulea). Regular, 1-S 

Family Turdidae: Thrushes and Allies 

Eastern Bluebird, {Sialia sialis). Regular, 1-S 
Mountain Bluebird, {Sialia currucoides). Regular, 1-S 
Townsend’s Solitaire, {Myadestes townsendi). Regular, 1-S 
Veery, {Catharus fuscescens). Regular, 1-S 
Gray-cheeked Thrush, {Catharus minimus). Regular, 1-S 



122 


The Nebraska Bird Review 


Vol, 72 No. 3 


Swainson’s Thrush, {Catharus ustulatus). Regular, 1-S 
Hermit Thrush, {Catharus guttatus). Regular, 1-S 
Wood Thrush, {Hylocichla mustelina). Regular, 1-S 
American Robin, {Turdus migratorius). Regular, 1-S 
Varied Thrush, {Ixoreus naevius). Casual, 1-S 

Family Mimidae: Mockingbirds and Thrashers 

Gray Catbird, {Dumetella carolinemis). Regular, 1-S 
Northern Mockingbird, {Mimus polyglottos). Regular, 1-S 
Sage Thrasher, {Oreoscoptes montanus). Regular, 1-S 
Brown Thrasher, {Toxostoma rufum). Regular, 1-S 
Curve-billed Thrasher, {Toxostoma curvirostre). Accidental, 1-S 

Family Stumidae: Starlings 

European Starling, {Sturnus vulgaris). Regular, 1-S 

Family Motacillidae: Pipits 

American Pipit, {Anthus rubescens). Regular, 1-S 
Sprague’s Pipit, {Anthus spragueii). Casual, 1-S 

Family Bombycillidae: Waxwings 

Bohemian Waxwing, {Bombycilla garrulus). Casual, 1-S 
Cedar Waxwing, {Bombycilla cedrorum). Regular, 1-S 

Family Ptilogonatidae: Silky-flycatchers 

Phainopepla, {Phainopepla nitens). Accidental, 1-P 

Family Parulidae: Wood Warblers 

Blue-winged Warbler, {Vermivorapinus), Regular, 1-S 
Golden-winged Warbler, {Vermivora chrysoptera). Regular, 1-S 
Tennessee Warbler, {Vermivora peregrina). Regular, 1-S 
Orange-crowned Warbler, {Vermivora celata). Regular, 1-S 
Nashville Warbler, {Vermivora ruficapilla). Regular, 1-S 
Virginia’s Warbler, {Vermivora virginiae). Casual, III 
Northern Parula, {Parula americana). Regular, 1-S 
Yellow Warbler, {Dendroica petechia). Regular, 1-S 
Chestnut-sided Warbler, {Dendroica pensylvanica). Regular, 1-S 
Magnolia Warbler, {Dendroica magnolia). Regular, 1-S 
Cape May Warbler, {Dendroica tigrina). Casual, 1-S 
Black-throated Blue Warbler, {Dendroica caerulescens). Regular, 1-S 
Yellow-rumped Warbler, {Dendroica coronata). Regular, 1-S 
Black-throated Gray Warbler, {Dendroica nigrescens). Accidental, III 
Black-throated Green Warbler, {Dendroica virens), Regular, 1-S 
Townsend’s Warbler, {Dendroica townsendi). Regular, 1-S 
Hermit Warbler, {Dendroica occidentalis), Accidental, III 
Blackburnian Warbler, {Dendroica fusca). Regular, 1-S 
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Yellow-throated Warbler, (Dendroica dominica). Regular, 1-P 
Pine Warbler, {Dendroica pinus). Casual, 1-P 
Prairie Warbler, {Dendroica discolor). Casual, 1 -P 
Palm Warbler, {Dendroica palmarum). Regular, 1-S 
Bay-breasted Warbler, {Dendroica castanea). Regular, 1-S 
Blackpoll Warbler, {Dendroica striata). Regular, 1-S 
Cerulean Warbler, {Dendroica cerulea). Regular, 1-S 
Black-and-white Warbler, {Mniotilta varia). Regular, 1-S 
American Redstart, {Setophaga ruticilla). Regular, 1-S 
Prothonotary Warbler, {Protonotaria citrea). Regular, 1-S 
Worm-eating Warbler, {Helmitheros vermivorus). Casual, 1-P 
Swainson’s Warbler, {Limnothlypis swainsonii). Accidental, 1-S 
Ovenbird, {Seiurus aurocapilla). Regular, 1-S 
Northern Waterthrush, {Seiurus noveboracensis). Regular, 1-S 
Louisiana Waterthrush, {Seiurus motacilla). Regular, 1-S 
Kentucky Warbler, {Oporornis formosus). Regular, 1-S 
Connecticut Warbler, {Oporornis agilis). Regular, 1-P 
Mourning Warbler, {Oporornis Philadelphia), Regular, 1-S 
MacGillivray’s Warbler, {Oporornis tolmiei). Regular, 1-S 
Common Yellowthroat, {Geothlypis trichas). Regular, 1-S 
Hooded Warbler, {Wilsonia citrina). Regular, 1-S 
Wilson’s Warbler, {Wilsonia pusilla). Regular, 1-S 
Canada Warbler, {Wilsonia canadensis). Regular, 1-S 
Yellow-breasted Chat, {Icteria virens). Regular, 1-S 

Family Thraupidae: Tanagers 

Hepatic Tanager, {Piranga flava). Accidental, 1-P 
Summer Tanager, {Piranga rubra). Regular, 1-S 
Scarlet Tanager, {Piranga olivacea). Regular, 1-S 
Western Tanager, {Piranga ludoviciana). Regular, 1-S 

Family Emberizidae: Towhees, Sparrows and Longspurs 

Green-tailed Towhee, {Pipilo chlorurus). Regular, 1-S 
Spotted Towhee, {Pipilo maculatus). Regular, 1-S 
Eastern Towhee, {Pipilo erythrophthalmus). Regular, 1-S 
Cassin’s Sparrow, {Aimophila cassinii). Regular, 1-P 
American Tree Sparrow, {Spizella arborea). Regular, 1-S 
Chipping Sparrow, {Spizella passerina). Regular, 1-S 
Clay-colored Sparrow, {Spizella pallida). Regular, 1-S 
Brewer’s Sparrow, {Spizella breweri). Regular, 1-S 
Field Sparrow, {Spizella pusilla). Regular, 1-S 
Vesper Sparrow, {Pooecetes gramineus). Regular, 1-S 
Lark Sparrow, {Chondestes grammacus). Regular, 1-S 
Black-throated Sparrow, {Amphispiza bilineata). Accidental, 1-P 
Sage Sparrow, {Amphispiza belli). Accidental, III 
Lark Bunting, {Calamospiza melanocorys). Regular, 1-S 
Savannah Sparrow, {Passerculus sandwichensis). Regular, 1-S 
Grasshopper Sparrow, {Ammodramus savannarum). Regular, 1-S 
Baird’s Sparrow, {Ammodramus bairdii). Casual, 1-S 
Henslow’s Sparrow, {Ammodramus henslowii). Regular, 1-S 
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Le Conte’s Sparrow, {Ammodramus leconteii), Regular, 1-S 
Nelson’s Sharp-tailed Sparrow, {Ammodramus nelsoni). Regular, 1-S 
Fox Sparrow, {Passerella iliaca). Regular, 1-S 
Song Sparrow, {Melospiza melodia). Regular, 1-S 
Lincoln’s Sparrow, {Melospiza lincolnii). Regular, 1-S 
Swamp Sparrow, {Melospiza georgiana). Regular, 1-S 
White-throated Sparrow, {Zonotrichia albicollis). Regular, 1-S 
Harris’s Sparrow, {Zonotrichia querula). Regular, 1-S 
White-crowned Sparrow, {Zonotrichia leucophrys). Regular, 1-S 
Golden-crowned Sparrow, {Zonotrichia atricapilla), Accidental, 1-P 
Dark-eyed Junco, {Junco hyemalis), Regular, 1-S 
McCown’s Longspur, {Calcarius mccownii). Regular, 1-S 
Lapland Longspur, {Calcarius lapponicus), Regular, 1-S 
Smith’s Longspur, {Calcarius pictus). Casual, 1-S 
Chestnut-collared Longspur, {Calcarius ornatus), Regular, 1-S 
Snow Bunting, {Plectrophenax nivalis). Regular, 1-S 

Family Cardinalidae: Cardinals, Grosbeaks, and Allies 

Northern Cardinal, {Cardinalis cardinalis). Regular, 1-S 
Rose-breasted Grosbeak, {Pheucticus ludovicianus). Regular, 1-S 
Black-headed Grosbeak, {Pheucticus melanocephalus). Regular, 1-S 
Blue Grosbeak, {Passerina caerulea). Regular, 1-S 
Lazuli Bunting, {Passerina amoena). Regular, 1-S 
Indigo Bunting, {Passerina cyanea). Regular, 1-S 
Painted Bunting, {Passerina ciris), Accidental, 1-S 
Dickcissel, {Spiza americana). Regular, 1 -S 

Family Icteridae: Meadowlarks, Blackbirds, Orioles, and Allies 

Bobolink, {Dolichonyx oryzivorus). Regular, 1-S 

Red-winged Blackbird, {Agelaius phoeniceus). Regular, 1 -S 

Eastern Meadowlark, {Sturnella magna). Regular, 1-S 

Western Meadowlark, {Sturnella neglectd). Regular, 1-S 

Yellow-headed Blackbird, {Xanthocephalus xanthocephalus). Regular, 1-S 

Rusty Blackbird, {Euphagus carolinus). Regular, 1-S 

Brewer’s Blackbird, {Euphagus cyanocephalus). Regular, 1-S 

Common Grackle, {Quiscalus quiscula). Regular, 1-S 

Great-tailed Grackle, {Quiscalus mexicanus). Regular, 1-S 

Brown-headed Cowbird, {Molothrus ater). Regular, 1-S 

Orchard Oriole, {Icterus spurius). Regular, 1-S 

Bullock’s Oriole, {Icterus bullockii). Regular, 1-S 

Baltimore Oriole, {Icterus galbula). Regular, 1-S 

Scott’s Oriole, {Icterusparisorum). Accidental, III 

Family Fringillidae: Finches 

Brambling, {Fringilla montifringilla). Accidental, 1-P 
Gray-crowned Rosy-Finch, {Leucosticte tephrocotis). Casual, 1-S 
Black Rosy-Finch, {Leucosticte atrata). Accidental, III 
Pine Grosbeak, {Pinicola enucleator). Accidental, 1-S 
Purple Finch, {Carpodacus purpureus). Regular, 1-S 
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Cassinis Fmoh.iCarpodacus cassinii), Regular, 1-S 
House Finch, {Carpodacus mexicanus), Regular, 1 -S 
Red Crossbill, (Loxia curvirostra). Regular, l-S 
White-winged Crossbill, {Loxia leucoptera). Regular, 1-S 
Common Redpoll, {Carduelis JJammea), Regular, 1-S 
Hoary Redpoll, {Carduelis hornemanni). Accidental, 1-P 
Pine Siskin, {Carduelis pinus). Regular, 1-S 
Lesser Goldfinch, {Carduelis psaltria), Casual, 1-P 
American Goldfinch, {Carduelis tristis), Regular, 1-S 
Evening Grosbeak, {Coccothraustes vespertinus). Regular, 1-S 

Family Passeridae: Old World Sparrows 
House Sparrow, {Passer domesticus). Regular, 1 -S 

2003 NOU Records Committee members - Mark A. Brogie (chair), Joe Gubanyi, 

Joel Jorgensen, Babs Padelford, Loren Padelford, W. Ross Silcock, and Jerry Toll, 
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Addendum to Greater Snow Goose Article 

In ’’The Greater Snow Goose {Chen caerulescens atlanticus) in Nebraska" 
by W. Ross Silcock, published in the Sept. 2004 issue of The Nebraska Bird 
Review, we failed to credit Randy Buettner of Grand Island, who made the original 
observation of the Greater Snow Goose and provided the specimen, which was 
obtained in Clay Co. and is shown in the photo, to William Lemburg. 


FALL FIELD REPORT, August-November 2004 

Compiled by W. Ross Silcock 
P.O. Box 57, Tabor, lA 51653 
silcock@rosssilcock.com 


INTRODUCTION 

The fall season is a mix of summer, fall migration, and winter. Thus there 
are breeding records of interest, such as Mississippi Kites nesting at Red Cloud, 
only the 2nd known location in Nebraska, and only the 3rd documented breeding 
record for Northern Parula, despite its common summer residency. Fall migration 
generates early arrival dates, high counts, and late departure dates, the last seemingly 
more numerous as our average temperatures increase. Included in the late departure 
category were several late shorebirds. Great Egret and White-faced Ibis, and even the 
latest ever Black-throated Blue Warbler. 

Counts of interest were 3000 Double-crested Cormorants at Harlan Co Res 
and 588 Cattle Egrets at a single Rainwater Basin wetland. At the other end of the 
scale were low numbers of waterfowl, for reasons much speculated upon by hunters 
as well as birders, the consensus being that wet fall conditions in the Dakotas were 
holding geese and ducks there. The best count of Mallards by period's end was only 
10,000, and no other puddle ducks had counts over 500. Geese did not arrive in 
numbers until the last days of the period. One bright spot was the nximber of 
Hooded Mergansers reported; there are almost no breeding records for Nebraska, and 
so one wonders whether these birds are indeed breeding undetected in the state. Also 
disappointing were low numbers of Long-billed Dowitchers and especially Buff¬ 
breasted Sandpipers in the Rainwater Basin. 

Arrival of winter birds, especially invasion species, is anticipated each fall; 
the first of these is usually Red-breasted Nuthatch, which arrives in Aug most years, 
and this year appeared in numbers, seemingly every feeder hosting at least one. Best 
single-location count was 15. Exciting was the appearance of several Clark's 
Nutcrackers, and a Mountain Chickadee was found near Scottsbluff. 

Rarities were few, but quality finds were the state's 3rd Common Ground- 
Dove and 4th fall Gray Flycatcher. Also rare for the locations were Ruby-throated 
Hummingbird in the Panhandle, westernmost ever Yellow-throated Vireo, a 
Bullock's Oriole far to the east, and 3 different Evening Grosbeaks near the Missouri 
River (and none elsewhere). 
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ABBREVIATIONS 

ADF: Arbor Day Farm, Otoe Co; BOL: Branched Oak L, Lancaster Co; 
Cem: Cemetery; Co(s): County(ies); CLNWR: Crescent L NWR, Garden Co; CRP: 
Conservation Reserve Program (USDA); FF: Fontenelle Forest, Sarpy Co; GPD: 
Gavin's Point Dam, Knox/Cedar Cos; HCR: Harlan Co Res, Harlan Co; ICSP: 
Indian Cave SP, Nemaha/Richardson Cos; L: Lake; LM: L McConaughy, Keith Co; 
LNB: Lakes North and Babcock, Platte Co; LO: L Ogallala (includes contiguous 
Keystone L), Keith Co; NC: Nature Center; NGP: Nebraska Game and Parks 
Commission; NM: National Monument; NNF: Nebraska National Forest, Thomas 
Co; NOU: Nebraska Ornithologists' Union; NWR: National Wildlife Refuge; PL: 
Pawnee L, Lancaster Co; Res: Reservoir; RWB: Rainwater Basin, including parts of 
Phelps, Hamilton, York, Clay, Fillmore, and Thayer Cos; SCP; Spring Creek 
Prairie, Lancaster Co; SHP: State Historical Park; SL: Sewage Lagoon(s); SP: State 
Park; SRA: State Recreation Area; WMA: (State) Wildlife Management Area; WP: 
Wilderness Park, Lincoln; WPA: (Federal) Waterfowl Production Area; WSR: Wind 
Springs Ranch, Sioux Co. 


GAZETTEER 

Carter Canyon: Scotts Bluff Co; Chadron SP: Dawes Co; Dead Timber 
WMA: Dodge Co; DeSoto NWR: Washington Co; Enders Res: Chase Co; Fort 
Robinson SHP: Dawes/Sioux Cos; Harvard WPA, Clay Co; Jeffrey L: Lincoln Co; 
L Alice: in North Platte NWR, Scotts Bluff Co; Niobrara Marsh: Knox Co; Ponca 
SP: Dixon Co; Rock Creek L SRA: Dundy Co; Sandhills: large area of sand-based 
prairie in north-central Nebraska; Schramm Park SRA: Sarpy Co; Smith L WMA: 
Sheridan Co; Sutherland Res: Lincoln Co; Wehrspann L: Sarpy Co; Winters Creek 
L: Scotts Bluff Co. 


OBSERVERS 

AK: Alice Kenitz, Gering; AR: Allan Reyer, Bellevue; AS: Audrey Sterkel, 
Sidney; BFH: Bill F. Huser, South Sioux City; BP: Babs Padelford, Bellevue; BT: 
Barb Tebbels, Kearney; CC: Carol Carpenter, Verdon; CE: Corey Ellingson, 
Bismarck, ND; CG: Carlos Grandes, Geneva y Espana; CH: Carolyn Hall, Bassett; 
CHy: Carr Heaney, Omaha; CJO: Charles J. Otte, Junction City, KS; CNK: Clem 
N. Klaphake, Bellevue; DB: Duane Bright, Bellevue; DD: Dean Drawbaugh, 
Scottsbluff; DDB: Deb DeButts, Fremont; DP: Don Paseka, Ames; DS: David 
Swanson, Vermillion, SD; DSt: Dave Stage, Elkhom; EB: Elliott Bedows, 
Bellevue; EW: Edge Wade, Columbia, MO; GH: Glen Hoge, Alma; GM: 
Georgianne Meyer, Bellevue; GW: Gertrude Wood, Lincoln; HKH: Helen K. 
Hughson, Mitchell; JD: Jon Dinan, Lincoln; JED: James E. Ducey, Omaha; JG: Joe 
Gubanyi, Seward; JGJ: Joel G. Jorgensen, Blair; JJ: Jan Johnson, Wakefield; JK: 
Josef Kren, Lincoln; JM: Jim Meyer, Elkhom; JP: Jan Paseka, Ames; JSt: Jon 
Strong, Omaha; JT: Jerry Toll, Omaha; KCR: Kathleen Crawford-Rose, Bellevue; 
KD: Kathy DeLara, Mitchell; KP: Kevin Poague, Lincoln; LE: Larry Einemann, 
Lincoln; LF: Laurence Falk, Nebraska City; LFr: Lonnie Frimann, Scottsbluff; LH: 
Lynea Hinchman, Michigan City, IN; LO: Linda Ollinger, Wilsonville; LP: Loren 
Padelford, Bellevue; LR: Lanny Randolph, Gibbon; MB: Mark Brogie, Creighton; 
MJ: Michelle Johnson, Lincoln; MM: Marty Mathieson, Shelton; MUs: Moni 
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Usasz, Lincoln; NB; Norma Brockmoller, Winside; NF; Nancy Fish, Superior; PD: 
Phyllis Drawbaugh, ScottsblufF; PDu: Paul Dunbar, Hastings; PS: Phil Swanson, 
Omaha; RB: Roland Barth, Bellevue; RD: Russell Duerksen, Bennet; RE: Rick 
Fades, Lincoln; RG: Ruth Green, Bellevue; RH: Robin Harding, Gibbon; RR: Roy 
Reinarz, Jefferson; RS: Rick Schmid, Omaha; SF: Steve Finley, Lincoln; SJ: 
Stephen Jones, Boulder, CO; TEL: Thomas E. Labedz, Lincoln; TJW: T.J. Walker, 
Brady; TM: Tracy Morfeld, Omaha; TP: Theresa Pester, Lincoln; TR: Tommie 
Rogers, Mound City, MO; WF: Willem Flack, Madison; WH; Wanda Hoge, Alma; 
WRS: W. Ross Silcock, Tabor, lA. 


SPECIES ACCOUNTS 

Greater White-fronted Goose: Fewer than usual were reported, the best count only 
150 in Holt Co (JED). Rare in mid-summer, probably the same bird was seen in 
the eastern RWB 7 and 14 Aug (JGJ). 

Snow Goose: Summer stragglers were reported as usual; the 7 birds were found 
statewide (JGJ,KD,CNK,LE,BP,LP). Migrants were first noted 28 Sep over 
Bellevue (EB), with flocks in the 10,000+ range not noted until the end of the 
period (GH,WH,LR,RH,TJW). 

Ross's Goose: Still only casual in the Panhandle, although verging on regular, 6 
were at Enders Res 16 Nov (TJW). 

Canada Goose: Routine reports. 

Cackling Goose: Few were reported as observers come to grips with this new 
species. Two at BOL 14-25 Nov were photographed (WRS,CE,JSt); 4 were in 
Douglas Co 25 Nov (BP,LP), 3 were in Platte Co 28 Nov (LR,RH), 3 were at 
Crystal Cove, Dakota Co, 15 Nov (BFH), and at least one small bird was at 
Stapleton SL 4 Nov (TJW). Identification as Cackling Geese by small size alone 
may be questionable, as the smallest Canada Goose subspecies, parvipes, 
overlaps Cackling Goose in measurements. Cackling Geese (subspecies 
hutchinsii occurs in Nebraska) have short necks, short bills, and steep foreheads, 
giving the head a blocky shape. The steep foreheads may be the most helpful in 
identifying Cackling Geese in the field. Although the extent of variation in 
hutchinsii is not clearly understood, some, probably older birds, may have darker 
breasts and thus resemble the Cackling Goose subspecies minima (another of the 
subspecies included within Cackling Goose). The subspecies minima, usually 
found west of the Rockies, is yet to be confirmed in Nebraska, although it has 
apparently occurred on the Atlantic Coast. Three Cackling Geese with dark 
breasts, one with a pale ring between the dark neck and breast, were in Seward 
Co 16 Nov (JG). 

Trumpeter Swan: Best count was 35 at 5 locations in the Sandhills 15 Nov; 19 of 
these were at Swan L, Arthur Co (JED). An unusually large brood was the 7 
young with 2 adults in Grant Co 14 Sep (RG). 

Tundra Swan: None were reported; migrants occur rarely in Nov. 

Wood Duck: Best count was 68 at Smith L WMA 31 Aug (SJ), and 2 were still at 
Jeffrey L as late as 20 Nov (TJW). 

Gadwall: Routine reports. 

American Wigeon: Thousands were on Winters Creek L 7 Nov (PD,DD). 

American Black Duck: Perhaps only casual in occurrence in the state in recent 
years, the only report this fall was of one in Seward Co 16 Nov (JG). 

Mallard: Broods of downy young were in Clay Co 28 Aug and 3 Sep (JGJ), rather 
late for small ducklings. Best count, rather low for this species in fall, was 
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10,000 at both Enders Res 14-16 Nov (TJW) and in Platte Co 28 Nov (LR,RH) 

Blue-winged Teal: Routine reports. 

Cinnamon Teal: Routine reports. 

Northern Shoveler: Best count was a mediocre 450 at BOL 21 Nov (WRS). 

Northern Pintail: Routine reports. 

Green-winged Teal: Routine reports. 

Canvasback: An excellent count was the 1000 on Mother L, Cherry Co, 12 Nov 
(JED). 

Redhead: Early were 9-18 in the eastern RWB 7-9 Aug (BP,LP,JGJ) and 4-10 on 
Alma SL from 1 Aug through the period (GH,WH). 

Ring-necked Duck: Routine reports. 

Greater Scaup: The only report was of a female at Stagecoach L, Lancaster Co, 21 
Nov (WRS). 

Lesser Scaup: Best count, and the only concentration noted, was a fall record of 
1230 on Lancaster Co lakes 21 Nov (WRS). Unexpectedly early were singles in 
Clay Co 9 Aug (BP,LP) and near Alma 1 Sep (GH,WH); also a little early were 
8 on Sutherland Res 28 Sep (TJW). 

Surf Scoter: A surprise, and only report, was a juvenile on a small pond at SCP 15- 
17 Oct (JCP,LH,TEL). This species is a rare migrant in fall. 

White-winged Scoter: The 5 birds reported in the expected short period 10-21 Nov 
was a good showing: 3 males at Wellfleet L, Lincoln Co, 10 Nov (TJW), a first- 
winter female at BOL 14-21 Nov (WRS,CE), and a first-winter bird at Niobrara 
Marsh 19 Nov (MB). 

Black Scoter: Rounding out the scoters was a female at Wehrspann L 30 Oct (CHy). 

Long-tailed Duck: None were reported; arrival is generally in mid-Nov. 

Bufflehead: The only concentration reported was the 580 in Lancaster Co 21 Nov 
(WRS). 

Common Goldeneye: Fewer than 100 were reported before the end of the period: 50 
on the Scottsbluff SL 9 Nov (PD,DD), 20 near Alma 20 Nov (GH,WH), one at 
BOL 20 Nov (LE), 6 at PL 21 Nov (WRS), and 12 at Jeffrey L 21 Nov (TJW). 

Hooded Merganser: This species was widely reported, with best count the 39 in 
Lancaster Co 21 Nov (WRS). Apparently summering were immature/female- 
plumaged birds: 2 in Lancaster Co 1 Aug (LE) and one in Clay Co 3 Sep (JGJ). 

Common Merganser: Like Common Goldeneye, not much in evidence before the 
end of the period, with 13 at Jeffrey L 21 Nov (TJW) and 25 in Platte Co 29 
Nov (LR,RH). One in Scotts Bluff Co 2 Oct (AK) may have been a molt- 
migrant, a regular phenomenon at L Alice. 

Red-breasted Merganser: All reports, a total of fewer than 20 birds, were from 
Lancaster Co 13 Nov (LE) through 21 Nov (WRS,CE). 

Ruddy Duck: One of few duck species appearing in good numbers, 400 were at 
CLNWR 4 Oct (TR,EW) and hundreds at North Platte SL 20 Oct (TJW). A male 
at BOL 1 Aug (LE) may have been breeding, not unprecedented in Lancaster Co, 
as may have been the 4-6 near Alma through the period (GH,WH). 

Gray Partridge: The only report was of the population in Sioux Co, which 
continues to survive; 5 were seen in central Sioux Co 7 Sep (HKH) and 7 were 
seen several times during the fall at WSR (HKH). 

Ring-necked Pheasant: Routine reports. 

Sharp-tailed Grouse: Best count was the 55 near Loup City 4 Oct (TR,EW). One 
with 34 prairie-chickens in east-central Custer Co 13 Nov (LR,RH) is a reminder 
that these species hybridize with some regularity. 

Greater Prairie-Chicken: The above-mentioned group of 34 in Custer Co was the 
best count (LR,RH). CRP grassland hosted one in Red Willow Co 18 Oct 
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(TJW), an encouraging sign. Reports were widespread; this species seems to be 
doing well at present. Noteworthy was the continued presence in the east of up to 
10 at SCP (KP). Hayes Co had 8 birds 25 Oct (TJW), where few are reported, 
and one in southwest Red Willow Co 18 Oct (TJW) was one of very few reports 
from that county. These birds may have been dispersing to some extent after 
breeding. 

Wild Turkey: Best count was 100+ in southeast Lincoln Co 30 Aug (TJW). 

Northern Bobwhite: This species is at a low point in its population cycle; in 
addition to its presence in Lancaster Co through the period (LE), only two were 
reported. These were singles in northern Lincoln Co 29 Aug (LR,RH,TJW) and 
at Smith L WMA 31 Aug (SJ), the latter in an area where the species is rare. 

Pacific Loon: The only rare loon was one of this species at BOL 21 Nov (WRS; 
details). 

Common Loon: Only 3 were reported: singles at Willow Creek Res, Pierce Co, 25 
Oct (BFH), and at BOL 13 and 27 Nov (LE). 

Pied-billed Grebe: Last reported were 1-2 at PL 20-21 Nov (LE,WRS). 

Horned Grebe: Some 24 were reported statewide 16 Oct-21 Nov; peak count was 
10 at BOL 21 Nov (WRS). 

Red-necked Grebe: The only report was of one in Sarpy Co 26 Oct (CHy). 

Eared Grebe: Routine reports. 

Western Grebe: Fall buildup was noted as usual at LM and Sutherland Res, where 
thousands were present at each place 28 Sep (TJW). None were reported from the 
east. 

Clark's Grebe: The only report was of 3 at Smith L WMA 31 Aug (SJ); as yet 
breeding has not yet been noted at this location. 

American White Pelican: Following the failure of nesting at Chase Lake NWR in 
central North Dakota during the summer, the large numbers reported in Nebraska 
then were not duplicated this fall, suggesting that most birds had moved on. 
There were, however, some higher-than-usual numbers in Aug, with 500+ at PL 
and BOL by 26 Aug (GW) and 300 at Ponca SP 23 Aug (BP,LP). More usual 
were the hundreds at Sutherland Res 28 Sep (TJW). Lingering were 40 at HCR 
27 Nov (GH,WH) and 2 at LNB 28 Nov (LR,RH). 

Double-crested Cormorant: Best count was a remarkable 3000 on a sandbar at 
HCR 2 Oct (GH,WH); another good count was 1200 at BOL 3 Oct (LE). The 
highest fall counts are in the 3000-5000 range, all from HCR. The 80 early birds 
at Scottsbluff SL for a few days through 1 Aug (KD) may have been from a 
failed nesting colony. 

Least Bittern: The only report was of one at FF 21 Aug (EB). 

American Bittern: Routine reports. 

Great Blue Heron: Routine reports. 

Great Egret: Best count was the 27 in the eastern RWB 7 Aug (JGJ); 18 were at 
Harvard WPA 12 Sep (PDu). Unexpected were some late birds: singles in 
Buffalo Co 4 Nov (LR,RjH), at Niobrara Marsh 20-21 Nov (MB), and at BOL 21 
Nov (WRS). The latter two sightings are the 2nd and 3rd latest ever. 

Snowy Egret: An excellent 50 or so were reported, best count the 19 in the eastern 
RWB 7 Aug, including a single-location RWB record of 12 at Clay Co Wetland 
#85 (JGJ). Another good count was the 15 at PL and BOL 26 Aug (GW). 

Little Blue Heron: The only reports were of 2-3 immatures in the eastern RWB 7- 
14 Aug (JGJ,BP,LP) and one at Abomination Marsh, Douglas Co, 7 Aug (JT). 

Cattle Egret: An amazing tally was the record for fall of 591 in the eastern RWB 7 
Aug, including 588 at Clay Co Wetland #132 (JGJ,BP,LP); most had departed 
by 28 Aug (JGJ). Another good count was the 122 at Harvard WPA 12 Sep 
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(PDu). Up to 4 lost souls were still in Scotts Bluff Co 15-18 Nov (KD,AK,PD, 
DD), establishing a new late date for Nebraska. Another was at Chilibaba Pond, 
Scotts Bluff Co, 19 Sep (KD). This species is rare in the Panhandle. 

Green Heron: One in eastern Lincoln Co 23 Aug (TJW) was near the western edge 
of the summer range. 

Black-crowned Night-Heron: Routine reports. 

Yellow-crowned Night-Heron: Three juveniles were reported, all from the RWB, as 
expected in recent years. One was at near Glenvil 28 Aug (JGJ) and two were at 
Harvard WPA 12 Sep (PDu). 

White-faced Ibis: Best counts were 28 surprisingly far east at Jack Sinn WMA, 
Lancaster/Saunders Cos, 2 Sep (SF), and 22 at Harvard WPA 9 Oct (PDu). 
Record late by one day was a juvenile Plegadis sp. in Buffalo Co 13 Nov (PDu). 

Turkey Vulture: Large aggregations were 100-150 in Lincoln 12 Sep (fide MM), 
129 at Ponca SP 25 Aug (BP,LP), 120 flyovers in 3 hours at FF 25 Sep (EB), 
and 80-100 at Chadron 16 Sep (RG). One in Otoe Co 26 Nov (LF) provided one 
of few Nov sightings for the state. 

Mississippi Kite: A significant finding was a nesting pair at Red Cloud, only the 
2nd loiown site in the state. The intrepid pair overcame a major obstacle: one of 
them was injured in Jul but was rehabilitated and released at the nest site 23 
Aug, at which time the other adult and a nearly-fledged young bird were still 
present (BT). Along with the observations at the Hitchcock Nature Center 
Hawkwatch nearby in Iowa, this species is being seen in the Missouri Valley in 
Sep more often. Singles were near Blair 10 Sep (JGJ), and in western Douglas 
Co 10 and 14 Sep (DSt). 

Bald Eagle: Adults were noted at a few sites where breeding probably occurred. 
Two were east of the North Platte airport for the 3rd year (TJW); an adult and an 
immature were near Fort Niobrara NWR, Cherry Co, 20 Oct (JED); an adult and 
an immature were in Greeley Co 6 Nov (LR,RH); 2 adults with 3 immatures 
were near Fremont 21 Nov (DDB, MJ); an adult was near Schramm Park SRA 
25 Aug (CNK); one was near Brady 5 Nov (TJW); and another was at Enders Res 
14-15 Nov (TJW). It's difficult to call any sighting of this species routine, but 
breeding pairs are now numerous across the state. 

Northern Harrier: A good count was the 28 seen in 600 miles of driving in 
southwest Nebraska 21-22 Oct (TJW). 

Sharp-shinned Hawk: One was very early in Otoe Co 2 Aug, and singles were 
also early at FF 22 Aug and Smith L WMA 31 Aug. It is curious that 2/3 of the 
reported sightings of this species for summer are from the southeast, where 
summering birds would be least expected. The Hitchcock Nature Center 
Hawkwatch had 948 Sharp-shins in fall 2003, the earliest on 2 Sep. Given the 
relatively large numbers of Cooper's Hawks in the southeast, in the absence of 
identification details 1 suspect small Cooper's seen in Aug are being 
misidentifled as Sharp-shins. Best count was 8 at Ponca SP 15 Sep (BP,LP). 

Cooper's Hawk: Routine reports. 

Northern Goshawk: The two reports were of one over Ashland 21 Nov (WRS) and 
a juvenile harassing Rock Pigeons under an overpass in Douglas Co 28 Nov 
(JT). 

Red-shouldered Hawk: The only reports were from FF 14 and 29 Aug (BP,LP); 
this is a regular site. 

Broad-winged Hawk: One seen in Cass Co 14 Aug (CNK) may have been an early 
migrant, although summering there is possible. A good count was the 35 which 
flew over FF in 3 hours 25 Sep (EB). 

Swainson's Hawk: Best counts were on schedule in late Sep: 450 in Washington 
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Co 28 Sep (JM), 200 near St Paul 27 Sep (fide KP), and 150 near Gibbon 29 
Sep (LR,RH). Strangely rare in summer in the eastern RWB, one was seen there 
28 Aug (JGJ). A rare rufous morph bird (underparts entirely rufous) was seen in 
Lincoln Co 29 Aug (LR,RH). 

Red-tailed Hawk: One of 12 Red-tails seen in southeast Nebraska 6 Nov was a 
Harlan's (WRS); another was near Lakeside 7 Nov (JED). 

Ferruginous Hawk: About 11 were reported, including 5 seen in 600 miles of 
driving in southwest Nebraska 21-22 Oct (TJW). Easterly was one at a prairie- 
dog town in Franklin Co 3 and 23 Oct (LR,RH). 

Rough-legged Hawk: Earliest were an adult female over FF 25 Sep (EB) and a 
single in Sherman Co 26 Sep (LR,RH). Although there are about 40 summer and 
early fall records of this species in the period 21 May-13 Sep, none are 
documented, and probably none are valid. Continuing this dilemma was a 
juvenile female buteo purported to be this species found injured 6 Aug near 
Sutherland Res. It died 10 Aug, was tested for West Nile Virus and found to be 
negative, but no photo was taken and the remains were incinerated. It is virtually 
impossible for a juvenile Rough-legged Hawk to be in Nebraska as early as this, 
considering the species' breeding phenology. 

Golden Eagle: There were two easterly reports: one was in Rock Co 16 Oct (JED), 
and a juvenile was as far east as western Otoe Co 29 Oct (RE); juveniles are the 
most likely age class to be seen eastward in fall. 

American Kestrel: Routine reports. 

Merlin: About 12 were reported statewide, earliest ones far to the east in Otoe Co 22 
Aug (LF) and Dixon Co 23 Aug (JJ). 

Prairie Falcon: Earliest eastward were one rather early in Dixon Co 12 Sep (JJ) and 
another in Jefferson Co 22 Sep (RE). 

Peregrine Falcon: Routine reports. 

Virginia Rail: An immature at Walnut Creek L, Sarpy Co, 22 Aug (CHy) was a bit 
early, and one along the Niobrara River near Nenzel 16 Nov (JED) may have been 
attempting to winter. 

Sora: Singles in Lincoln Co 20 Oct (TJW) and Dodge Co 25 Oct (DP) were rather 
late. 

American Coot: Best counts were moderate: 1070 at BOL 9 Oct (LE) and 1000 at 
Winters Creek L 10 Oct (KD). 

Sandhill Crane: Large numbers flew over the state in mid-Oct, such as the steady 
stream of groups of 25-250 flying over most of the day at Wilsonville (LO). 
Rather early was one somewhat easterly in Lancaster Co 13 Sep (GM, details) 
and one over Alma 29 Nov (GH,WH) was rather late. 

Whooping Crane: The only report was of 6 birds 17 miles south of Long Pine 7 
Oct (CH). 

Black-bellied Plover: Adults in fall are rare; only the 4th such record for the eastern 
RWB was one at North Lake Basin, Seward Co, 28 Aug (JGJ). Few were 
reported overall; last were 2 rather late in southwest Cherry Co 11 Nov (JED). 

American Golden-Plover: Adults of this species are rare in fall also; a molting bird 
was at North Lake Basin, Seward Co, 28 Aug (JGJ). A good fall count was a 
group of 35 presumed juveniles in a harvested soybean field in Dixon Co 12 Oct 
(JJ), and a juvenile at PL 14 Nov (WRS,CE) was rather late. 

Semipalmated Plover: A good fall tally was 8 at CLNWR 4 Oct (TR,EW). 

Piping Plover: The only reports were of 2 at HCR 8-11 Aug (CG,GH,WH) and 2 at 
Ponca SP 24 Aug (BP,LP); both are regular summer locations. 

Killdeer: Best counts were 125 at a Sarpy Co sod farm 4 Aug (BP,LP) and 100 at 
Scottsblufif SL 11 Aug (PD,DD). 
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Black-necked Stilt: Most have gone by the end of Jul, but 2 were still in Grant Co 
14 Sep (RG), second latest ever for the state. 

American Avocet: Best count was an excellent 265 at Gillet L, Garden Co, 30 Sep 
(JED). Rather late were 3 in Grant Co 3 Nov (JED). Up to 42 were at BOL 21 
Aug-30 Oct (LE). 

Greater Yellowlegs: Routine reports. 

Lesser Yellowlegs: Routine reports. 

Solitary Sandpiper: Best count was 12 in Lancaster Co 7 Aug (LE). 

Willet: None were reported; departure is in Sep. 

Spotted Sandpiper: One at Brewers Bridge, Cherry Co, 22 Oct was rather late 
(JED). 

Upland Sandpiper: Routine reports. 

Long-billed Curlew: The only report of this early-departing species was of one at 
Smith LWMA 31 Aug (SJ). 

Marbled Godwit: The only report was of 2 at LM 12 Aug (JSt); most may have 
moved through Nebraska early due to breeding failure, as discussed in the 
Summer Report. 

Sanderling: Routine reports. 

Semipalmated Sandpiper: Best count was 40+ in the Schramm Park SRA area 25 
Aug (CNK). A report of one rather late at Jeffrey L 31 Oct (TJW) was forwarded 
to the NOU Records Committee; late dates for this species are not well 
understood due to the few documented sightings in Oct. 

Western Sandpiper: About 9 were reported 12 Aug (KD) through 9 Oct (GH,WH). 
The only bird whose age was noted was a juvenile in the eastern RWB 3 Sep 
(JGJ). This species is more numerous in fall than in spring. 

Least Sandpiper: Best counts were 60+ near Schramm Park SRA 25 Aug (CNK) 
and 45 at Holmes L, Lincoln, 8 Sep (LE). A few very late birds were found, 13 
at PL 14 Nov (WRS,CE), 6 still there 27 Nov (LE), and 11 at BOL 20 Nov 
(LE). These are the latest records except for two in Dec. 

White-rumped Sandpiper: Good details were provided for one at Holmes L, 
Lincoln, 5 Sep (RD), only the 4th documented fall record for Nebraska. 

Baird's Sandpiper: Very late were 3 at PL 14 Nov (WRS,CE); 2 were still there 
20 Nov (LE). There are 5 later records, including 2 for Dec. 

Pectoral Sandpiper: Good numbers were reported in early Aug, including 200 in 
the eastern RWB 7 Aug (JGJ) and 150-200 there 5 Aug (CG). Rather late was 
one at PL 14 Nov (WRS,CE); there are 4 later records, including one in Dec. 

Dunlin: The only reports were of one near Verona 23 Oct (JGJ) and 6 near Alma 25 
Oct (GH,WH). 

Stilt Sandpiper: Routine reports. 

Buff-breasted Sandpiper: Jorgensen noted that his study of this species in the 
eastern RWB revealed this to be the poorest fall in years for the species, with 
only 49 found, 10 of these juveniles on 3 Sep. A good count in addition was the 
27 in the Waco-Utica area 2 Aug (CG). Additional sightings were of 5-13 at 
Sarpy Co sod farms 4-22 Aug (BP,LP), 2 near Schramm Park SRA 25 Aug 
(CNK), 5 at Harvard WPA 29 Aug (PDu), 6 at Louisville 12 Sep (CNK,BP,LP), 
and one in Richardson Co 13 Sep (CC). 

Short-billed Dowitcher: The only reports were of 16 at Abomination Marsh, 
Douglas Co, 7 Aug (JT) and a juvenile at Harvard WPA 12 Sep (PDu). 

Long-billed Dowitcher: Numbers were amazingly low in the the eastern RWB this 
fall (JGJ). Best count was only 76, at Harvard WPA 15 Oct (PDu). 

Wilson's Snipe: Migrants, usually young birds, can depart breeding areas early; one 
in the eastern RWB 9 Aug and 3 there 12 Aug (CG) were likely early migrants. 
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Two at Jack Sinn WMA, Lancaster/Saunders Cos, 7 Aug (LE) were likely also 
early migrants; breeding there is possible, however. An amazing count was the 
estimated 200, based on 80 flushed by walking, at Harvard WPA 6 Nov (PDu). 

American Woodcock: None were reported; most migrants pass through in Oct. 

Wilson’s Phalarope: Routine reports. 

Red-necked Phalarope: None were reported; high counts are in Sep. 

Franklin's Gull: Best count was an impressive 30,000 at HCR 24 Sep (GH,WH), 
where the species stages in fall. 

Bonaparte's Gull: Best count was the 50 at Winters Creek L rather early on 5-6 
Sep (KD); most do not arrive until mid-Oct. 

Ring-billed Gull: Most reports were from BOL, where 35 were present at the start 
of the period (LE), increasing to 1240 there 21 Nov (WRS). 

Herring Gull: Best count was the 95 at BOL 21 Nov, mostly adults, but including 
8 first-winter and one second-winter bird (WRS). 

Thayer's Gull: The only report was of an adult at GPD 28 Nov (JJ). 

Lesser Black-backed Gull: The only report was of a first-winter bird at GPD 12 
Nov (DS fide MB), only the 20th fall record for this species. 

Sabine's Gull: None were reported; most pass through in late Sep and early Oct. 

Black-legged Kittiwake: None were reported; most reports are in Nov. 

Caspian Tern: Only 3 were reported: 2 at BOL 7 Aug (LE) and one near Schramm 
Park SRA 27 Aug (CNK). 

Common Tern: None were reported; migration peaks in mid-Sep. 

Forster's Tern: Only 30 were reported, very low for this species, 8 Aug (CG) 
through 25 Sep (LE). Best count was 18 at BOL 14 Aug (LE). 

Least Tern: Routine reports. 

Black Tern: Rather late were one in Scotts Bluff Co 23 Sep (PD,DD) and 2 near 
Winside 26 Sep (NB). Few were reported. 

Rock Pigeon: Routine reports. 

Eurasian Collared-Dove: Counts of this species are becoming larger; best this fall 
were the 65 in north Kearney 31 Oct (LR,RH) and 30-40 in the observer's Brady 
yard 5 Oct (TJW). Generally associated with towns, isolated singles are unusual, 
such as one miles from town in Clay Co 23 Oct (JGJ). A photo (see 
http://www.rosssilcock.com/RedDoveEdit.jpg J was submitted of a reddish dove 
in Kearney that appears to be carrying genes of this species and White-winged 
Dove (hybridization between these two species likely occurred in Kearney in 
2001). Although the reddish appearance and very white primaries could 
conceivably result from leucism or even an admixture of genes from a reddish 
Rock Pigeon, it was pointed out by Kevin McGowan that this bird resembles 
what breeders of Ringneck Doves call a Tangerine Ringneck (see 
http://www.rupert-fish.co.uk/interests/dove breeding/ECD-breeding.htmn . As 
McGowan adds, "This is a clear reminder that many of the collared-doves 
appearing around the country are not actually spreading from the expanding 
breeding population but are escaped caged birds." We are aware that releases of 
captive Ringneck Doves in some numbers has happened recently in the Morrill 
area (KD). 

Mourning Dove: A bit late was a brood about to fledge in Clay Co 28 Aug (JGJ), 
and one in Scotts Bluff Co was tardy 12 Nov (AK), although wintering occurs 
rarely in the North Platte Valley. One in Dixon Co 29 Nov (JJ) was tardy also 
for the northeast. 

Inca Dove: For the record, a single was in Madison 15 Oct 2000; details provided 
suggested that this bird, as well as a few Canyon Towhees, was brought from 
Arizona and released (WF). 
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Common Ground-Dove: One in a Clay Co com stubble field 26 Nov was closely- 
observed and well-described (JD). This is the 6th report for Nebraska, only the 
3rd documented. Two of the documented records are in Nov, when northward 
vagrancy appears to peak, but one is in Jun. One of the undocumented records is 
in Jun, and likely correct. 

Black-billed Cuckoo: The only reports were of singles in Lancaster Co 14 and 21 
Aug (LE). 

Yellow-billed Cuckoo: A record-tying count was 8 in Cass Co 14 Aug (CNK), and 
last was one in Otoe Co 24 Sep (LF). 

Barn Owl: The only report was of one on the grounds of Fort Robinson SHP 15 
Oct (TJW), a rather late date. Departure is generally completed by mid-Oct. 

Eastern Screech-Owl: Routine reports. 

Great Horned Owl: One at Rock Creek L SRA 25 Oct was very light gray (TJW). 
Although the earliest known arrival date for the very pale northern subspecies is 
11 Nov, it may be more likely that this bird was one of the occasional pale birds 
known to occur among the generally darker resident birds. 

Burrowing Owl: An excellent count was the 14 at Buffalo Creek WMA, Scotts 
Bluff Co, 1 Aug(KD). 

Barred Owl: Near the west edge of the range in the southeast was one at Homestead 
NM, Gage Co, 9 Nov (RE). A surprise was one seen outside an office window in 
downtown Omaha 9 Nov (fide TP). 

Long-eared Owl: None were reported. 

Short-eared Owl: Three were reported from areas where summering occurs: Dawes, 
Sheridan, and Lincoln Cos (TJW,JED). One in Dixon Co 19 Nov (JJ) may have 
been on the move. 

Common Nighthawk: Best counts in the east were widely spaced, suggesting that 
fall migration is protracted: 100 were seen between Omaha and Blair 25 Aug 
(JGJ) and 140 over Bellevue 26 Sep (CNK). Last were 2 in Bellevue 10 Oct 
(CNK). 

Common Poorwill: Easternmost were one in Thomas Co 25 Sep (fide AK) and a 
rather late road-killed bird in southeast Lincoln Co 1 Oct (TJW). 

Whip-poor-will: None were reported; last dates are in mid-Sep. 

Chimney Swift: Best count was a record 205 at FF 19 Sep (BP,LP), and last was 
one in Nebraska City 27 Oct (LF), the 2nd-latest fall date ever. 

White-throated Swift; A good count was the 31 at Scotts Bluff NM, Scotts Bluff 
Co, 5 Sep (PD,DD). 

Ruby-throated Hummingbird: Best count was the 12 at the observer's feeders in 
Elkhom during the latter half of Aug (DSt); generally good numbers were noted 
throughout the east, west to Bassett 9 Aug and 13 Sep (CH) and North Platte 11 
Sep (TJW). Unexpected were two Panhandle reports: one was seen at WSR 11 
Sep (AK) and another possibly this species, with no visible rufous, was at the 
observer's Mitchell feeder 12 Sep (KD). There are only two documented fall 
records for the Panhandle, but the species may occur in small numbers each fall, 
as suggested by recent records in Colorado. 

Broad-tailed Hummingbird; None were reported after the single near Mitchell 16 
Jul (see Summer Report). 

Rufous Hummingbird: None were reported after the single at WSR 29 Jul (see 
Summer Report). 

Belted Kingfisher: Routine reports. 

Lewis’s Woodpecker: The only report of this locally-distributed species was of one 
in a newly-burned area in the southeast part of Chadron SP 11 Oct (RE), a rather 
late date for the species. 
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Red-headed Woodpecker: A good acorn crop at FF resulted in a record fall tally of 
100+ there 4 Sep (EB). Last was surprisingly far west, in Scotts Bluff Co 10 Oct 
(AK), rather late at that location. At Alma, Red-headed Woodpeckers displaced 
Red-bellies during the summer, but the latter returned when the Red-headeds 
departed (GH,WH). 

Red-bellied Woodpecker: Routine reports. 

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker: Some 22 were reported, 14 of these, including 10 
juveniles, by one observer in Lincoln (RE). Earliest was a rather early Juvenile in 
Dixon Co 25 Sep (JJ). Rare westward were singles at Brady 31 Oct (TJW) and 
near Halsey 4 Nov (TJW), both rather late dates away from the east. 

Northern Flicker: First red-shafted birds reported from the east were at ADF 24 Sep 
(LF) and in Lincoln 29 Sep (TP), both rather early dates that far east. 

Pileated Woodpecker: The only reports were of singles at the usual location, FF, 
18 Aug (BP,LP) and 4 Sep (EBX and another about a mile north of FF at Mt. 
Vernon Gardens, Omaha, 6 Sep (DB). 

Olive-sided Flycatcher: About 28 were reported statewide 8 Aug (LR,RH) through 
24 Sep (LF); best count the 6 at FF 4 Sep (EB), the high fall count. Panhandle 
reports are rare; one was in Carter Canyon 4 Sep (AK) and 2 were at Winters 
Creek L 5 Sep (KD). 

Western Wood-Pewee: Seven were reported from the Panhandle, last one at 
Riverside Park, Scottsbluff, 14 Sep (AK). 

Eastern Wood-Pewee: One at SCP 11 Oct (RD, details) was rather late; there are 
only 3 later dates, none documented, through 20 Oct. Confusion at this time 
with Eastern Phoebe is possible. 

Yellow-bellied Flycatcher: There were two reported, including one banded 7 Aug at 
Boyer Chute NWR, Washington Co (RS). Possibly the same bird was in the area 
12 Aug (CNK). These are significant in that the former documents the early fall 
date for the state. Data for migration of empids in the east is scanty. 

Alder Flycatcher: A welcome addition to our scanty knowledge of fall passage of 
this species was the banding of one at Boyer Chute NWR, Washington Co, 7 
Aug (RS). There are few documented fall records. 

Willow Flycatcher: Routine reports. 

Least Flycatcher: This species arrives early in fall; first was one in Dixon Co 13 
Aug (JJ). Four others were reported through 26 Sep, also in Dixon Co (JJ). 

Hammond's Flycatcher: None were reported; passage through the Panhandle is 25 
Aug-21 Sep. 

Gray Flycatcher: Details were provided by experienced birders of one in Carter 
Canyon 5 Oct (TR,EW). There are 3 other fall reports, possibly all of the same 
bird, 24 Aug-4 Sep 2002, and a single spring record. 

Dusky Flycatcher: None were reported; passage through the Panhandle is 24 Aug- 
20 Sep. 

Cordilleran/Pacific Slope Flycatcher: Two were reported, both at locations where 
breeding does not occur: singles at Smith L WMA 31 Aug (SJ) and at WSR 11 
Sep (AK). It has been suggested that both taxa may occur on the western Great 
Plains in fall. 

Eastern Phoebe: Last was one rather late in Stanton Co 27 Oct (DP,JP), and one at 
Fort Robinson SHP 12 Oct (TJW) was a mild surprise so far west. A good count 
was the 6 in Otoe Co 24 Sep (LF). 

Say’s Phoebe: Rather late were singles in Sherman Co 3 Oct (TR,EW) and in Hayes 
Co 4 Oct (TJW). 

Great Crested Flycatcher: Routine reports. 

Cassin’s Kingbird: A good count was the 15-20 in Carter Canyon 4 Sep (AK). 
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Western Kingbird: Routine reports. 

Eastern Kingbird: Best count was 38 near Rulo 30 Aug (TR). 

Scissor-tailed Flycatcher: Seemingly becoming regular in small numbers, mostly 
in the south-central, the only report for the period was of one at Deshler 13 Sep 
(fide NF). 

Northern Shrike: First were 3 birds in southwest Nebraska 21 Oct (TJW)- Good 
numbers, about 22, were reported during the period, including one as far 
southeast as Rulo 26 Nov (TR). 

Loggerhead Shrike: One at North Platte SL 20 Oct (TJW), rather late for the 
location, barely departed before the Northerns arrived, a typical pattern. 
Unexpected, however, was a very late Loggerhead near Nenzel 17 Nov (JED). 

Bell's Vireo: Routine reports. 

Yellow-throated Vireo: A major surprise was one at Rock Creek L SRA on the very 
late date of 25 Oct (TJW, details), the latest and also the westernmost 
documented record for the state. Two additional Oct reports are undocumented, 
one each from Sarpy Co and, surprisingly, Lincoln Co. 

Plumbeous Vireo: None were reported; most depart by mid-Sep. 

Cassin's Vireo: None were reported; passage through the Panhandle is 20 Aug-21 
Sep. 

Blue-headed Vireo: Rare westward, one was reported in Grant Co 25 Sep (fide 
AK). Of 7 reported, last was in WP 3 Oct (LE). 

Warbling Vireo: One in Scotts Bluff Co 2 Oct (AK) was rather late for the 
Panhandle; resident Warbling Vireos (western subspecies) depart in Sep, with 
latest date 13 Sep, suggesting that this sighting might have been of the eastern 
subspecies. There are only 3 Panhandle records later than 13 Sep: 30 Sep, 2 Oct 
(this fall), and 8 Oct. 

Philadelphia Vireo: The only report was from the Panhandle 6 Sep, a bird at 
Winters Creek L carefully studied at close range and key features noted (KD). 
There are 4 other documented Panhandle records: 3, 7, and 28 Sep, and an 
amazing banding record 17 Nov. 

Red-eyed Vireo: Routine reports. 

Blue Jay: Migration peaks during the last week in Sep, and so hundreds over FF 25 
Sep (EB) were right on time. 

Pinyon Jay: None were reported; this species is resident in the Panhandle. 

Clark's Nutcracker: Obviously endowed with some sort of nutcracker attractant, the 
observer (TJW) has racked up 4 of these birds this summer and fall. Following a 
single adult in southeast Lincoln Co 30 Aug (TJW, photos), 3 more were found 
at a more expected location near Crawford 13 Oct (TJW). Incursions usually are 
led by birds appearing in late Aug; time will tell whether more will follow this 
winter. 

Black-billed Magpie: Fort Robinson SHP is a good place to see this species; 19 
were there 13 Oct (TJW). Southeasterly was one near BOL 25 Nov (JSt). 

American Crow: Best count was a moderate 220 at BOL 20 Nov (LE). 

Horned Lark; The abundance of this species in Panhandle grasslands is indicated 
by the 600 estimated there 6 Aug (PD,DD). 

Purple Martin: Westernmost were 2 in Lincoln Co 14 Aug (LR,RH). This species 
departs early; flocks were noted at Bassett 8 Aug (CH) and in Cass Co 14 Aug 
(CNK). Last were 5 rather late at Nebraska City 30 Sep (LF). 

Tree Swallow: Best count was an excellent 750 at BOL 3 Oct (LE), a new fall high. 
Uncommon in the Panhandle (but increasing), one was found dead in a bluebird 
nest box on Old Stage Hill Rd, Scotts Bluff Co, 10 Oct (KD). 

Violet-green Swallow: None were reported; most have gone by mid-Aug. 
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Northern Rough-winged Swallow: Routine reports. 

Bank Swallow: Routine reports. 

Cliff Swallow: Routine reports. 

Barn Swallow: Major movement was underway in the east in early Oct; thousands 
comprised a virtually pure flock at LNB 9 Oct, and additional thousands were at 
Wilkinson WMA, Platte Co, the same day (TJW). Somewhat dwarfed by 
comparison was the count of 750 at BOL 3 Oct (LE). A second brood hatched 
near Gibbon 2 Aug (LR,RH), rather late. 

Black-capped Chickadee: There was some indication that numbers are recovering 
in areas where birds had disappeared in the last year or so, although at Superior 
none have been seen since last fall (NF). 

Mountain Chickadee: A hopeful sign (along with the nutcrackers) for things to 
come this winter was the presence of one east of Scottsbluff 27 Sep (fide AK). 

Tufted Titmouse: Routine reports. 

Red-breasted Nuthatch: This species was widely reported, sometimes in good 
numbers, the best showing in several years. Best counts were 15 in the Phillips 
Cem 21 Nov (LR,RH) and 10 at the observer’s Elkhom feeder 15 Nov (DSt). 
About 124 were reported. Banding at NNF indicated that an influx was underway 
as many of the banded birds were larger than the local residents there (RG). 
Another banded 20 Oct in Bellevue was a hatch year male (RG). First to arrive 
were about on time for first fall sightings of this species, 15 Aug in Lincob 
(MUs), and 21 Aug in southeast Lincoln Co (TJW). 

White-breasted Nuthatch: Routine reports. 

Pygmy Nuthatch: One was in Carter Canyon 4 Sep (AK), where it occurs regularly 
in low numbers, but good numbers were noted at Chadron SP, where 14 were 
counted 15 Sep (RG) and 8 on 11 Oct (RE). Breeding has occurred east to 
Sheridan Co. 

Brown Creeper: One at Smith L WMA 31 Aug (SJ) may have been summering; 
despite many summer reports, breeding has not yet been confirmed in the 
northwest. Elsewhere, first arrival was one at WP 3 Oct (LE). 

Rock Wren: The 18 at Buffalo Creek WMA, Scotts Bluff Co, 1 Aug (KD) was an 
excellent count. Unexpected eastward was one at the Orleans Cem 3 Oct 
(GH,WH), and rather late was one in Chase Co 25 Oct (TJW); there are only 3 
later records. 

Carolina Wren: One was building a nest as late as 7 Aug in Bellevue (AR). This 
species is not hard to find in the southeast currently; 3 were at WP through the 
period (LE) and 7 were found in Nemaha and Richardson Cos 7 Nov (WRS,JSt). 

House Wren: Rather late was one at ADF 20 Oct (LF). 

Winter Wren: About 12 were reported, the earliest one at DeSoto NWR 6 Sep 
(CJO), 3rd earliest on record. Five were located at 3 locations in the Niobrara 
River Valley in northeast Cherry Co 20-22 Oct (JED), and one was near Nenzel 
17 Nov (JED), rather late so far north. 

Sedge Wren: These birds put in their usual Aug appearance in numbers, including 5 
singing at Wehrspann L 3 Aug, where nesting was likely (CHy). Only 3 were 
reported after Aug, however: singles in Jefferson Co 25 Sep (RR), at FF 2 Oct 
(EB), and, rather late, one in Lincoln 25 Oct (LE). 

Marsh Wren: The abundance of this species in the Sandhills is reflected by the 57 
counted at Smith L WMA 31 Aug (SJ). Two were near Nenzel along the 
Niobrara River 16-17 Nov, where wintering occurred last year (JED). 

Golden-crowned Kinglet: Routine reports. 

Ruby-crowned Kinglet: Routine reports. 

Blue-gray Gnatcatcher: Routine reports. 
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Eastern Bluebird: Excellent counts were 100+ at Winside 26 Sep (NB) and 200- 
300 in groups of 2-30 in Lincoln Co 20 Oct (TJW). Westerly were 12 at Enders 
Res 16 Nov (TJW). 

Mountain Bluebird: First migrants detected were 2 in Perkins Co 21 Oct (TJW) 
and 6 in northeast Cherry Co 22 Oct (JED). Six had arrived in the cedar canyons 
of southeast Lincoln Co, where they winter, by 30 Oct (TJW), and 20 were in 
Custer Co 31 Oct (LR,RH). Winter status in the Niobrara Valley and in Custer 
Co is not well understood. 

Townsend's Solitaire: Rather early for fall movement were 5 in southern Garden 
Co 28 Aug (TJW) and one in Carter Canyon 4 Sep (AK). Several had reached 
north-central Nebraska by early Nov (TJW,JED). Best count was 14 in Carter 
Canyon 5 Oct (TR,EW). 

Veery: None were reported; passage is in Sep. 

Swainson's Thrush: About 15 were reported statewide 31 Aug (SJ) through 2 Oct 
(AK), best count 3 at West Lawn Cem, Gering, 22 Sep (AK). Almost a routine 
migration. 

Hermit Thrush: Some 9 were reported 3 Oct (JT) through 26 Oct (EB), all but one 
in the east. The exception was one in Perkins Co 22 Oct (TJW). 

Wood Thrush: None were reported; most depart by the end of Sep. 

American Robin: The usual huge numbers were noted in central Nebraska cedar 
habitat, with thousands at Jeffrey L 31 Oct (TJW), at Chester Island WMA, 
Lincoln Co, 7 Nov (TJW), and at Wellfleet WMA, Lincoln Co, 10 Nov (TJW). 
A mere 1600 were in northeast Custer Co 13 Nov (LR,RH). 

Gray Catbird: Four were reported from the Panhandle through 11 Sep 
(SJ,AK,HKH). Last elsewhere was one at NNF 4 Nov (TJW), rather late for the 
location. 

Northern Mockingbird: Routine reports. 

Sage Thrasher: The only reports were of 2 at Smith L WMA 31 Aug (SJ) and 2 in 
extreme southeast Sioux Co 6 Sep (LFr, fide AK), looking in on the Curve¬ 
billed Thrasher, no doubt. 

Brown Thrasher: Routine reports. 

Curve-billed Thrasher: The long-staying (now-resident?) individual at the Frimann 
Ranch was still there 6 Sep (LFr, fide AK). 

European Starling: Routine reports. 

American Pipit: Rather late, and a good count, were the 120 on the Merrick- 
Hamilton Co line 16 Nov (LR,RFI). Also a bit late were the 45 at Harvard WPA 
6 Nov (PDu). 

Sprague's Pipit: Now reported regularly as observers discover and check appropriate 
habitat, 6 were found at SCP 16 Sep-11 Oct (KP,RD), and one in a grazed 
pasture in Lancaster Co 3 Oct (LE). 

Bohemian Waxwing: Suggestive of wide-spread occurrence this winter, the two 
reports were both from the east. Singles with Cedar Waxwings were at DeSoto 
NWR 15 Nov (CE) and at BOL 20 Nov (LE). 

Cedar Waxwing: Flocks form by late Aug; 65 were at Smith L WMA 31 Aug (SJ). 
Best count was 150 in a single flock at ICSP 7 Nov (JSt,WRS). 

Tennessee Warbler: Rather inconspicuous in fall, the only report was of one at WP 
25 Sep (LE). 

Orange-crowned Warbler: As usual, widely-reported and definitely not 
inconspicuous, best counts were 18 at ADF 10 Oct (LF) and 17 at WP 3 Oct 
(LE). Reports were from 31 Aug at ADF (LF) through 20 Oct at North Platte 
(TJW). 

Nashville Warbler: Also widespread, about 22 were reported from Thomas Co (fide 
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AK) eastward 8 Sep (BP,LP) through 13 Oct (AR). 

Northern Parula: One of only 3 confirmed breeding records was an adult feeding a 
young bird at FF 20 Aug (BP,LP)- Inconspicuous in fall, the only report was of 
one at FF 7 Sep (RB). 

Yellow Warbler: Last were 2 in Sidney 1 Oct (AS). 

Chestnut-sided Warbler: None were reported; most move through in Sep. 

Magnolia Warbler: None were reported; most move through in Sep. 

Black-throated Blue Warbler: A surprise was a male in an Omaha yard 30 Oct 
(PS), latest fall date by 10 days. It was the only report for this regular but rare 
fall migrant. 

Yellow-rumped (Audubon's) Warbler: The only reports were of 2 at Chadron SP 
15 Sep (RG), where breeding occurs, and 2 near Mitchell 31 Oct (KD), the latter 
rather late. 

Yellow-rumped (Myrtle) Warbler: Two at Smith L WMA 31 Aug (SJ) were not 
identified to subspecies; at that date and location they may have been either 
subspecies. Elsewhere, first was one at SCP 16 Sep (KP), and best counts were 
54 in Lancaster Co 9 Oct (LE) and 50 at Dead Timber WMA 10 Oct (JSt). Last 
reported were 6 at Mormon Island SRA, Hall Co, 16 Nov (RE). Nov and later 
sightings are uncommon. 

Black-throated Green Warbler: The 4 reported were singles in Lincoln 7 Sep 
(MUs), at Ponca SP 14 Sep (BP,LP), at Dead Timber WMA 4 Oct (RE), and 12 
Oct at Bellevue (BP,LP). 

Townsend’s Warbler: None were reported; movement through the Panhandle is in 
late Aug and Sep. 

Blackburnian Warbler: None were reported; most move through in Sep. 

Yellow-throated Warbler: None were reported; inconspicuous in fall, most have 
gone by Sep. 

Bay-breasted Warbler: The only report was of one at SCP 11 Oct (RD). 

Black-and-white Warbler: Only one was reported, at Walnut Creek L, Douglas 
Co, 7 Sep (SF). 

American Redstart: Routine reports. 

Prothonotary Warbler: The only report was of one seen well in southeast Otoe Co 
30 Aug (LF). Few are seen in fall, with latest dates in early Sep. 

Ovenbird: Routine reports. 

Northern Waterthrush: Only two were reported, singles near Bartley on the 
Republican River 4 Sep (LR,RH) and at Dead Timber WMA 4 Oct (RE). 

Louisiana Waterthrush: None were reported; most have gone by Sep. 

Kentucky Warbler: None were reported; most have gone by mid-Sep. 

Connecticut Warbler: Only casual as a fall migrant, one was at FF 4 Sep (EB, 
details), a rather early date. 

Mourning Warbler: None were reported; most move through in Sep and early Oct. 

MacGillivray’s Warbler: The two reports were of singles in Sidney 30 Aug (AS) 
and at WSR 11 Sep (fide AK). 

Common Yellowthroat: A good count was 8 in Dixon Co 12 Sep (JJ). 

Wilson’s Warbler: Another of the few warblers common statewide in fall, reports 
ranged from 28 Aug in Lancaster Co (LE) through 16 Oct near Gering (AK) and 
at FF (BP,LP), with no high counts noted. 

Canada Warbler: The only report was of one near Rulo 30 Aug (TR). 

Yellow-breasted Chat: Rather late was one in Carter Canyon 2 Oct (AK). 

Summer Tanager: The only reports were of singles near Rulo 30 Aug (TR) and at 
FF 4 Sep (EB). There are very few fall reports away from Schramm Park SRA. 

Scarlet Tanager: The only reports were a good count of 5 at FF 4 Sep (EB), a 
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young female at a Bellevue birdbath 26 Aug (BP,LP), and a single at FF 8 Sep 
(BP,LP). 

Western Tanager: Earliest migrant was an immature male at Sidney 29 Aug (AS), 
and last one at West Lawn Cem, Gering, 2 Oct (AK), These dates define the 
period of regular migration. 

Spotted Towhee: Earliest to appear east of the breeding range were singles rather 
early in Clay Co 25 Sep (JGJ) and at SCP 30 Sep (KP), while last reported from 
the breeding range was one at Fort Robinson SHP 14 Oct (TJW). An excellent 
count, indicative of fall movement, was the 21 at Chadron SP 15 Sep (RG). 

Eastern Towhee: Routine reports. 

American Tree Sparrow: Earliest were 6 rather early for the location in Jefferson 
Co 25 Sep (RR) and 2 at WSR 29 Sep (FTKH). Best count was 100 in Lincoln 
Co 2 Nov (TJW). 

Chipping Sparrow: Only 10 were banded at NNF, where usually up to 400 are 
banded (RG). Last was a juvenile at Rock Creek L SRA 25 Oct (TJW). 

Clay-colored Sparrow: Good numbers were reported statewide 4 Sep (AK) through 
26 Oct (LF), best count hundreds in Lincoln and Custer Cos 27 Sep (TJW). 

Brewer's Sparrow: None were reported; most depart by late Sep. 

Field Sparrow: Five at Smith L WMA 31 Aug (SJ) were only the 19th fall 
Panhandle report. Although Field Sparrows are known to summer at Smith L 
WMA, breeding has not been documented. Migrants appear in late Aug. 

Vesper Sparrow: Migration clearly peaked in late Sep and early Oct; thousands 
were in Lincoln and Custer Cos 27 Sep (TJW) and hundreds in Lincoln and 
Hayes Cos 4 Oct (TJW). Last were at 3 locations in the southeast 17 Oct 
(CNK,TEL,LF). 

Lark Sparrow: Routine reports. 

Lark Bunting: Best count was an excellent 266 in Kimball Co 4 Aug (PD,DD). 
Flocking begins in late Jul. 

Savannah Sparrow: Reports were widespread 29 Aug (LR,RH,TJW) through 28 
Oct (LF), with best count 200 in Dixon Co 3 Oct (JJ). 

Grasshopper Sparrow: Routine reports. 

Henslow's Sparrow: The only report was of one carefully studied at WP 30 Oct 
(RE, details). 

LeConte's Sparrow: Some 24 were reported from the south and east as expected 25 
Sep-24 Oct (JGJ,RD, DP,JP,LE), best count 13 in Lincoln 24 Oct (LE). 

Nelson's Sharp-tailed Sparrow: The only reports were of singles at BOL 9 Oct 
(LE) and SCP 11 Oct (RD). 

Fox Sparrow: All reports were from the east, as expected, from 26 Sep (NB) 
through 15 Nov (LF); best counts were 11 at Wood Duck WMA, Stanton Co, 27 
Oct (DP,JP) and 8 (banded) at SCP 16 Oct (JK). 

Song Sparrow: An uncommon migrant in the Panhandle, one was at WSR 11 Sep 
(AK), and another near Fort Robinson SHP 12 Oct was reddish with gray 
coloration (TJW), possibly of the western subspecies montana. Best counts were 
15-20 in Lincoln Co 19 Oct (TJW) and 14 in one brush pile at ICSP 14 Nov 
(WRS). 

Lincoln's Sparrow: Another species reported statewide, despite being uncommon 
in the Panhandle, from 11 Sep in the northwest (AK) through 14 Nov in the 
southeast (WRS). Best count was 25 in the observer's Dixon Co yard 3 Oct (JJ). 

Swamp Sparrow: Of interest were the 9-10 birds summering in sedges rather than 
the usual cattails along the Cedar River in Greeley Co 8 Aug (LR,RH). Breeding 
does occur at Smith L WMA, where 7 were found 31 Aug (SJ). One at Rock 
Creek L SRA 25 Oct (TJW) was westerly. 
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White-thmated Sparrow: First were at least 3 found in Thomas, Arthur, and Loup 
Cos 25 Sep (fide AK), and 2 in Dixon Co 26 Sep (JJ). 

White-crowned Sparrow: First were 3 at Chadron SP 15 Sep (RG), and best count 
an excellent hundreds at Arnold L SRA, Custer Co, 5 Oct (TJW) and 170 still 
there 31 Oct (LR,RH). Numbers were high overall. 

Harris’s Sparrow: This species had a better showing this fall than in recent years, 
with good numbers reported, including 150 at Arnold L SRA, (the sparrow 
capital this fall) 31 Oct (LR,RH). First was one in Thomas Co 25 Sep (fide AK). 
One banded at SCP May 2004 was recaptured there 16 Oct (JK). Rare in the 
Panhandle in fall, and thus of interest, were 2 at Fort Robinson SHP 13 Oct 
(TJW). 

Dark-eyed (White-winged) Junco: Two at Chadron SP 15 Sep (RG) may have 
been local breeders or migrants; the eastern extent of the breeding range is 
unclear. Clearly migrants were the 2 in Perkins Co 30 Oct (TJW) and one 
easterly in Lincoln Co 9 Nov (TJW). Lincoln Co is at the east edge of the 
migration range. 

Dark-eyed (Slate-colored) Junco: First was one at WSR 11 Sep (AK), and, in the 
east, one at Winside 26 Sep (NB). Hundreds were in Lincoln Co 2 Nov (TJW). 

Dark-eyed (Oregon) Junco: No Pink-sided Juncos were reported. Earliest Oregon 
was at Sidney 1 Oct (AS), and, eastward, the only report was of one at ADF 17 
Oct (LF). 

McCown’s Longspur: The only report was of 22 at WSR 25 Oct (HKH), a rather 
late date. 

Lapland Longspur: Numbers reported were thought to be better than last year at 
this time (GH,WH,TJW). 

Chestnut-collared Longspur: None were reported; most leave by mid-Oct. 

Snow Bunting: The 3 reports were fi-om the northeast (RE,MB,LR,RH), including 
hundreds near Niobrara 21 Nov (MB). 

Northern Cardinal: This species is spreading slowly in Scotts Bluff Co; apart fi'om 
the usual location east of Scottsbluff, there were several reports in Sep and Oct 
west of Gering (fide AK). A late nest with 3 eggs was found at North Platte 3 
Aug (TJW). In the Verdon area, cardinals were thought to produce 4-5 broods 
each season (CC). 

Rose-breasted Grosbeak: Routine reports. 

Black-headed Grosbeak: A description was received of 2 birds near Valley 20 Oct 
that were probably this species (TM). Later fall records indeed tend to be easterly, 
but are few. 

Blue Grosbeak: Routine reports. 

Lazuli Bunting: Adults were feeding young in Scotts Bluff Co 1 Aug (KD). A 
surprise was a pure-looking singing male in Dixon Co 2 Aug (JJ); this is about 
the 4th summer record from the east. 

Indigo Bunting: Routine reports. 

Dickcissel: One in Clay Co 25 Sep (JGJ) was tardy. 

Bobolink: Three at FF 21 Aug included a molting male, a juvenile, and a female 
(EB). One in Dixon Co 26 Sep (JJ) was rather late. 

Red-winged Blackbird: Routine reports. 

Eastern Meadowlark: Routine reports. 

Western Meadowlark: Routine reports. 

Yellow-headed Blackbird: Migrants appear in early Aug; two were at HCR 4 Aug 
(GH,WH), where breeding does not occur. Best counts were 200-300 in Scotts 
Bluff Co 6 Sep (KD) and hundreds there 12 Sep (KD). 

Rusty Blackbird: The only reports were of 4 at Jack Sinn WMA, 
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Lancaster/Saunders Cos, 24 Oct (LE) and one that barely made it into the fall 
season: it was with starlings on the observers' Dodge Co farm 30 Nov (DP,JP). 

Brewer's Blackbird: An excellent count was the estimated 2000-3000 in an almost 
pure flock near McCook 18 Oct (TJW). Easterly were 12 in Clay Co 23 Oct 
(JGJ). 

Common Crackle: Very large flocks, each estimated at 100,000, were noted flying 
southward over Brady 5 Oct (TJW) and FF 25 Sep (EB), marking peak 
migration. Lingering was one near Olive Creek L, Lancaster Co, 21 Nov (WRS); 
the latest birds are typically singles. 

Great-tailed Crackle: Uncommon in the southwest, a small group was near 
McCook 18 Oct (TJW). 

Brown-headed Cowbird: Best count was a flock in Lancaster Co 14 Aug (LE); 
flocks begin to form as early as late Jun. Rather late was a flock present at the 
observer's feeder all fall through 23 Nov (CNK); a single was in Lincoln with 
other blackbirds 27 Nov (LE). Only a few are still present in Dec, those in the 
extreme southeast. 

Orchard Oriole: One in Clay Co 25 Sep (JGJ) was rather late. 

Baltimore Oriole: Routine reports. 

Bullock's Oriole: A carefully-observed bird fitting the description of an adult male 
was at FF 4 Sep (EB, details); the description did not suggest any hybrid 
characters. Although only the 2nd record of an adult male east of the Panhandle, 
immatures, often difficult to identify and the age group most prone to wander, 
may be overlooked. 

Gray-crowned Rosy-Finch: None were reported; arrival is in late Oct. 

Purple Finch: Only about 21 were reported, west to Halsey, where a male was 
attending a feeder 19 Oct and 3 Nov (RG,TJW). First was rather early at WSR 27 
Sep (HKH), and best count 11 in Otoe Co 26 Nov (LF). 

House Finch: In the "what the heck are those?" department were the 30-40 in a Red 
Willow Co CRP grassland 18 Oct (TJW). 

Red Crossbill: A few were reported: at least one at a regular location in Thomas Co 
25 Sep (fide AK), one at the feeders at Wildcat Hills NC, Scotts Bluff Co, 3 
Nov (AK), 3 a bit further east at North Platte 12 Nov (TJW), and 4 females 
surprisingly far to the east at the Brownville Cem 12 Nov (WRS,JSt). 

White-winged Crossbill: Unexpected was a female at the observer's Elkhom feeder 
15 Nov (DSt), the only report. Most reports of this species are from the east in 
Nov. 

Common Redpoll: The only reports were from the extreme northeast; two were at 
GPD 27 Nov (JJ) and 2 in Dixon Co 28 Nov (JJ). 

Pine Siskin: Siskins were widespread in good numbers this fall. A few appeared 
away from potential breeding locations in early Sep, mostly in the Panhandle, 
and reached the east by 15 Sep, when one was seen at Ponca SP (BP,LP). Best 
count was 60 in Dundy Co 25 Oct (TJW). Dozens were at an Elkhom feeder 15 
Nov (DSt). The first seen by the observer for 3-4 years in Lancaster Co were 
found this fall (LE). 

American Coldflnch: Adults with dependent young first appeared in the observer's 
Mitchell yard 25 Aug (KD), and a group of 15 in Sarpy Co had begging young 
as late as 9 Oct (CNK). 

Evening Grosbeak: At least 4 birds appeared at two widely-spaced feeders this fall. 
A male on 12 Oct, a female on 14 Oct, and 2 females the next day, were at a 
Sidney feeder (AS), and, more surprisingly, a juvenile male appeared at at a 
Bellevue feeder 25-30 Oct (KCR,CNK). The latter is an early date for the east. 

House Sparrow: Routine reports. 
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Lake McConaughy and Nebraska Piping Plover Recovery Goals 

Mark M. Peyton, Senior District Biologist 

The Central Nebraska Public Power and Irrigation District 

Since 1992 the Central Nebraska Public Power and Irrigation District (Central) has 
protected and monitored nesting Piping Plovers along the shore of Lake 
McConaughy (Keith County, Nebraska). Over those 13 seasons. Central monitored 
849 Piping Plover nests and documented the successful fledging (successful fledging 
is defined as a chick at least 24 days old, or one observed flying) of 1,237 Piping 
Plover chicks (Table 1), making Lake McConaughy one of the most productive 
nesting areas for Piping Plovers in Nebraska. The following is a documentation of 
the contributions of Lake McConaughy to the recovery goals for Piping Plovers in 
Nebraska. 

Piping Plover use of Lake McConaughy 

On May 1, 2004, Lake McConaughy was at 39.7% capacity (633,100 ac/ft of a 
capacity of 1,594,100 ac/ft) with water elevation at 3217 feet above mean sea level. 
This is 26 feet lower than in 2002 and nine feet lower than 2003. While the steady 
decline in storage and elevation of the water in the reservoir is of serious concern, 
specifically for downstream water users and recreational fishermen, the large amount 
of exposed, sandy beaches has been ideal for nesting Piping Plovers. In terms of the 
number of adult birds sighted at the lake, the number of nests located and 
monitored, and the number of successfully fledged chicks, 2004 was a record-setting 
year, breaking the records set in 2003. 

As part of its endangered species protection plan at Lake McConaughy, Central 
conducts weekly surveys of nesting Piping Plovers from late April through July. In 
2004, a maximum of 168 pairs of adult Piping Plovers was counted. These birds 
were associated with 183 known nests, which produced 371 fledged chicks. The 
previous record numbers from 2003 were 111 pairs of adults, 118 nests, and 205 
fledged chicks. (Table 1). Predictions for lake levels in 2005 suggest habitat 
conditions similar to those seen in 2004. Based upon these predictions it is 
expected there will again be extensive use of the beaches by Piping Plovers. 

The lake will fill to capacity at some time in the future, as it did in 1995 and 1997, 
and those birds now nesting along the open beach will have to seek breeding areas 
elsewhere. Over the long term, the filling of the lake is essential for the continued 
use of the beach by nesting Piping Plovers because inundation of the beach removes 
the vegetation that is now encroaching upon the open sand. This acts to rejuvenate 
the habitat for nesting Piping Plovers in subsequent years. 

Piping Plover recovery in Nebraska 

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service's (Service) Piping Plover Recovery Plan (U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service, 1988) identifies specific recovery goals for Nebraska 
including the maintenance of 250 adult pairs of Piping Plovers for the Missouri 
River adjacent to Nebraska and 215 adult pairs elsewhere in the state. The Service 
subdivided those Nebraska goals by allocating the need for 140 of the 215 pairs to 
the Platte River, 50 pairs to the Niobrara River and 25 pairs to the Loup River. 



Table 1. Pipiiig. PIpyer nest success at Lake McConaujghy 1.992 - 2004, 
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1993 

69 

83 

60 

72% 

172 

110 

64% 

1.59 

1994 

46 

50 

35 

70% 

102 

65 

64% 

1.41 

1995 

16 

37 

3 

8% 

7 

6 

86% 

0.38 

1996 

44 

60 

16 

27% 

66 

37 

56% 

0.84 

1997 

35 

40 

14 

35% 

55 

17 

31% 

0.49 

1998 

18 

25 

9 

36% 

26 

13 

50% 

0.72 

1999 

24 

34 

14 

41% 

34 

24 

71% 

1.00 

2000 

29 

33 

29 

88% 

103 

74 

72% 

2.55 
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2004 

168 

183 

168 

92% 

491 

371 

76% 

2.21 

Totals 

731 

849 

618 

72.8% 

1863 

1237 

66.4% 

1.69 

Averages 

56.2 

65.3 

47.5 

63.5% 

143.3 

95.2 

63.4% 

1.43 

SD 

26.7 

26.1 

30.1 

30.6% 

88.2 

59.4 

13.2% 

0.70 
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In a Service-sponsored workshop conducted in September of 2000 (Lutey, 2002) it 
was recommended that the 140-pair goal for the Platte River be further refined to 
allocate 77 pairs of birds between Columbus and the confluence of the Platte and 
Missouri Rivers (lower Platte), and 63 pairs between Lexington and Columbus 
(central Platte), with at least 16 of those pairs located between Lexington and 
Kearney. It was fiirther recommended that Piping Plovers nesting along the shore of 
Lake McConaughy be counted toward the overall recovery goal for the species in the 
Great Plains, but not counted toward the Platte River goal because "...at the time the 
recovery plans were written, the recovery teams did not consider the South Platte or 
North Platte Rivers as central to recovery of the species." (Lutey, 2002). 

A population can be defined as a group of individuals of the same species, living 
and reproducing in the same area. Piping Plover chicks banded in the central Platte 
River have subsequently nested as adults on the lower Platte and along the shore of 
Lake McConaughy (Wingfield, 1993). Thus, I would argue that the birds at the 
Lake and those along the Platte River in Nebraska are of the same population and all 
should be counted toward the same recovery goal. 

The 168 pairs of Piping Plovers nesting this past year at Lake McConaughy 
represent 78% of the statewide and 120% of the Platte River recovery goals. 
Coupled with birds elsewhere along the Platte and throughout the state, these 
numbers may constitute the achievement of the Platte River and statewide 
population recovery goals for Piping Plovers for the second straight year. 

Though the number of Piping Plovers nesting at Lake McConaughy coupled with 
the birds on the Platte and elsewhere in Nebraska represents potential recovery, the 
recovery plan also requires that population goals be met for 15 consecutive years. 

When considering a broader scale and looking at populations throughout the Great 
Plains, maintenance of the recovered population for 15 consecutive years is an 
appropriate goal. However, in smaller geographic units it may be impossible to 
attain. Given the ephemeral nature of Piping Plover habitat on a smaller geographic 
scale, 15 consecutive years may not be realistic. Rivers on the Great Plains flood and 
dry up on cyclic intervals, as do their associated reservoirs and lakes. During these 
cycles of flood and drought, habitat is gained and then lost for some period. Piping 
Plovers are adapted to the ephemeral nature of their habitat. These birds relocate to 
different areas during unfavorable times. Thus, in some years they can be found in 
large numbers and successfully reproduce and in other years they may not be present 
at all. Knetter (et. al. 2002) pointed this out in regard to alkali lakes in the Northern 
Great Plains stating that Piping Plover habitat, and thus the number of birds present 
in an area, varies considerably year to year and that this variation needs to be 
considered in establishing recovery goals. 

This considerable variation is common in Nebraska. Central documented population 
changes ranging fi-om 16 pairs to 168 pairs along the shore of Lake McConaughy 
(Table 1). On the Missouri numbers of Piping Plovers ranged from 16 pairs to 138 
pairs. On the Loup the population was reduced 62% in one year only to recover two 
years later (Table 2). 

According to the average state-wide counts, as of 2001 we were at 61% of recovery 
within Nebraska not including the Missouri River (131/215 pairs), and 44% of 



Table 2. Nebraska Piping Plover Survey Data (adult 
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Missouri River 

193 

243 
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124 
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413 
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467 
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314 
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* Calculated as the averse number of birds recorded divided by two _^_ i 


Vol. 72 No. 4 _ The Nebraska Bird Review 
























152 


The Nebraska Bird Review 


Vol. 72 No. 4 


recovery for the entire state of Nebraska (209/465) (Figure 1). When the Nebraska 
Game and Parks Commission makes available the data for 2002 -2004, the three-fold 
increase in birds surveyed at Lake McConaughy, significant increases along the 
Missouri, and completed surveys of the Niobrara River and elsewhere will not only 
push the one-year totals above recovery goals for the state, but possibly the long¬ 
term averages as well. 


Figure 1. Percent of Piping Plover Population Recovery Goals for Various Areas 
in Nebraska as of 2001 



1987 - 2001 (unpublished) 


References Cited 

Knetter, J. M., R. S. Lutz, J. R. Cary, and R. K. Murphy. 2002. “A Multi-scale 
Investigation of Piping Plover Productivity on Great Plains Alkali Lakes, 
1994 - 2000”. Wildlife Society Bulletin 30: 683 - 694. 

Lutey, J. M. 2002. “Species Recovery Objectives for Four Target Species in the 
Central and Lower Platte River (Whooping Crane, Interior Least Tern, 
Piping Plover, Pallid Sturgeon)”. Prepared for U. S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service, Region 6 Denver, Colorado, pp. 37. 

U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 1988. “Great Lakes and Northern Great Plains 
Piping Plover Recovery Plan”. 

Wingfield, G.A. 1993. “Least Tern and Piping Plover use of Lake McConaughy, 
Nebraska. Proceedings of the Missouri River and its Tributaries Piping 
Plover and Least Tern Symposium/Workshop”. South Dakota Cooperative 
Fish and Wildlife Research Center, Brookings SD. pp. 64 -65. 










































VoL 72 No. 4 


The Nebraska Bird Review 


153 


THE 2002 NEBRASKA NEST REPORT 

Wayne J. Mollhoff 

1817 Boyd St., Ashland NE 68003 

In contrast to last year, with “the winter that wouldn’t end,” this breeding 
season began with a “spring that wouldn’t begin.” The winter was mild and 
uneventful, but although the spring was neither cold nor stormy, the usual warmup 
did not come, and when the weather finally warmed in May, it brought no moisture. 
The resulting drought was worst in the west and southwest, areas that had already 
been abnormally dry for several years. In mid-June in the southern Panhandle, many 
ranchers were still feeding hay to the cattle because the grass simply did not grow. 
The dry conditions surely had an effect on breeding birds of all kinds, and probably 
affected shorebirds and ground-nesting birds especially, due to lack of standing water 
and ground cover. While the absence of detailed base-line data makes the results 
impossible to quantify, probably some and perhaps many of the birds observed 
simply spent the summer without breeding. With this qualified comment comes the 
predictable plea for more breeding records from across the state, enabling us to build 
a database of detailed breeding records of selected areas by recording observations in 
the same area year by year, along with data on accompanying and associated 
environmental conditions. 


OBSERVERS 

The following observers submitted records for the nesting report: Linda 
Brown (LB), John Ewing (JE), Robin Harding (RH), Helen Hughson (HH), Alice 
Kenitz (AK), Clem Klaphake (CK), Marty Mathieson (MM), Wayne Mollhoff 
(WM), Colleen Noecker (CN), Don Paseka (DP), Janis Paseka (JP), Lanny Randolph 
(LR), A. Don Showen (ADS), David Stage (DS), J. Harley Winfrey (HW), Sarah 
Winfrey (SW). 

A total of 348 reports was received on a total of 81 species. Species 
reported but not included in the following species accounts include: Wood Duck, 
Blue-winged Teal, Cooper’s Hawk, American Kestrel, Ring-necked Pheasant, 
Killdeer, American Avocet, Mourning Dove, Great Homed Owl, Eastern Phoebe, 
Cliff Swallow, Bam Swallow, House Wren, Brown Thrasher, Chipping Sparrow, 
Northern Cardinal, Red-winged Blackbird, Orchard Oriole, and Baltimore Oriole. 


ABBREVIATIONS USED 

ICSP = Indian Cave State Park, SP = State Park, WHNC = Wildcat Hills Nature 
Center, WMA = Wildlife Management Area 


SPECIES ACCOUNTS 

Canada Goose It was interesting to note the east to west progression of the season 
on a cross-state trip on 5 April 2002. At Twin Lakes WMA 12 mi. SE of 
Seward, Seward Co., a pair occupied a nest with 5 eggs. Along the Middle Loup 
River, 4 mi. NW of Dunning, Blaine Co., a pair was investigating a nest site but 
had not yet occupied it. In Grant Co. near Whitman and Hyannis, pairs were 
present but were not yet showing interest in the available nest tubs. (LB,WM) 
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Trumpeter Swan On 2 June 2002 a pair of adults was closely guarding 4-5 young 
on the nest on south Wolfenberger Lake 3 mi. W of Hyannis, Grant Co. (WM) A 
pair of adults with 4 young were seen on the lake 2 mi. E of Hyannis, Grant Co., 
on 27 July 2002. (DS) 

Mallard Forgoing the usual ground nest, a nest built 7 ft. up in the crotch of a tree 
held 7 eggs on 9 July 2002 in Sioux Co., 14 mi. NNE of Scottsbluff. (HH) 

Sharp-tailed Grouse An adult and 3 very small young were noted in Sioux Co. on 
8 June 2002, 16 mi. NNE of Scottsbluff. (HH) 

Wild Turkey A hen and large brood of 15 young were noted near Elkhom, 
Douglas Co., on 22 July 2002. (DS) 

Northern Bobwhite A female with a brood of 12 young were reported near 
Osceola, Polk Co., on 23 June 2002. (DS) 

Pied-billed Grebe A nest with 8 eggs was located on the Saunders Co. portion of 
Jack Sinn WMA, Saunders/Lancaster Cos., SE of Ceresco on 5 June 2002. (WM) 
A nest with a single egg was found on Willy Lake, Sheridan Co., 1 mi. S of 
Bingham, on 23 June 2002. (WM) 

Western Grebe A colony of six nests with eggs was located on Willy Lake, a 
traditional breeding site in Sheridan Co., 1 mi. S, 1 mi. E of Bingham on 23 
June 2002. An additional 65 non-breeding Aechmophorus sp. grebes were also 
present. When revisited on 19 July, there were 8 adults and 3 young birds 
present. The non-breeding birds were no longer present. By the latter date, the 
surface area of the lake had decreased by 15-20%, the water level was several feet 
below normal, and the deepest part of the lake was less than 2 ft. deep. The water 
was a turbid greenish brown and how the grebes could find and catch fish was a 
mystery. (WM) 

Clark’s Grebe A nest with eggs was located in the above-mentioned colony on 
Willy Lake on 23 June 2002. On 19 July a pair of young birds was observed 
begging from and being fed by the pair of adults. Although adults and young 
have been observed here and elsewhere in the state for a number of years, this 
might be the first observation of a nest with eggs reported. (WM) 

Great Blue Heron The breeding colony on the Niobrara River 9 mi. SW of 
Harrison, Sioux Co., had 2-3-week-old young peering over the edges of the nests 
on 31 May 2002. Sixteen active nests were noted. The usual pair of Red-tailed 
Hawks (with at least one young in the nest) was again in residence. (WM) A 
large colony on the Platte River in Dawson Co. near Gothenburg moved and set 
up in a new location in a riparian cottonwood grove north of mile marker 213.5 
north of 1-80. On 11 May 2002 more than 90 nests were seen before the 
emerging foliage hid them from view. (WM) Active colonies were noted on 20 
June 2002 in Cherry Co. on Gordon Ck. 5 mi. S of Merritt Res. and at Mayhew 
Lake, 22 mi. N of Mullen. (CK) 

Northern Harrier A pair was noted nest-building at Medicine Creek Res., Frontier 
Co., on 21 April 2002. (LR,RH) 

Red-tailed Hawk A nest at the edge of a Great Blue Heron colony 9 mi. SW of 
Harrison, Sioux Co., held at least 1 young on 31 May 2002. (WM) 

Golden Eagle A bird was noted incubating a nest in Sioux Co. 12 mi. N of 
Scottsbluff on 15 April 2002. Two young were noted on 12 May and one 
fledged on 12 July. (HH) 

American Coot Four nests with apparently complete clutches of 7-18 eggs were 
located on a pond in the Saunders Co. portion of the Jack Sinn WMA, SE of 
Ceresco, Saunders/Lancaster Cos., on 7 June 2002(WM). Two weeks later, on 23 
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June 2002 at Willy Lake, Sheridan Co., 6 nests with incomplete clutches of 2-5 
eggs were found, along with one nest containing 7 eggs. (WM) 

Long-billed Curlew Two half-grown young were noted feeding with a pair of 
adults on 15 June 2002 in Sioux Co. 10 mi. N of Scottsbluff (HH) 

Common Nighthawk A nest with 2 eggs was found in shortgrass prairie 5 mi. S 
of Harrisburg, Banner Co., on 7 July 2002. (JE) 

Lewis’s Woodpecker The nest hole used by a pair since at least 1999 was 
expropriated by the resident pair of American Kestrels before the woodpeckers 
returned in May. Due to the height and increasing fragility of the dead snag, the 
usurpation had the tacit support of the observer. However, two active new nests 
were located in the same general area of West Ash Canyon SE of Crawford, 
Dawes Co. On 21 June 2002 one nest held a single egg, plus 5 young ranging 
from 1 -5 days old. On 22 June 2002 the other nest held 7 eggs. (WM) 
Red-headed Woodpecker A nest with 3 eggs and 3 young was found 7 mi, S of 
Redington, Morrill Co. on 22 June 2002. (WM) 

Red-bellied Woodpecker A nest still under construction on 19 April 2002 was 
occupied on 26 April. It was found occupied by a pair of European Starlings on 
12 May. This nest is not the nest mentioned in the account under European 
Starling listed below. (WM) 

Downy Woodpecker A nest with 4 young about 1 week old was found 25 May 
2002 at ICSP, Nemaha Co. (WM) 

Hairy Woodpecker A nest near the picnic area / campground in West Ash Canyon 
10 mi. SE of Crawford, Dawes Co., held both eggs and young when discovered 
on 1 June 2002. By 21 June only a single young remained in the nest. (WM) 
Plicated Woodpecker Birds were reported in Indian Cave SP in late Feb. 2002 
(DS) and apparently breeding by 18 May. (ADS) On 25-26 May a pair of adults 
was observed feeding young, with 1-2 young at a time sticking their heads out of 
the hole to be fed. On the latter date, the young appeared to be almost fully 
grown. By 16 June the woodpeckers had fledged and the hole was occupied by a 
pair of bats with at least 2 young. (WM) The hole was located 38 ft. up a 100-ft. 
tall dead cottonwood snag. This appears to be the second detailed nest report in 
the state. 

Western Wood-Pewee A nest with 2 eggs was located in West Ash Canyon, 10 
mi. SE of Crawford, Dawes Co., on 21 June 2002. (WM) Another nest with 3 
eggs was located 8 mi. S of Redington, Morrill Co., on 22 June 2002. (WM) 
Yellow-bellied Flycatcher Thanks to Dr. Rosalind Morris, former editor of The 
Nebraska Bird Review, Dr. Norma Johnson’s original field notes were found and 
made available for study. Her extensive notes that formed the basis for the report 
of nesting Yellow-bellied Flycatchers that appeared in the 1978 nesting report by 
Esther Bennett were included. Douglas A. Gross, author of the species account in 
the The Birds of North America: Life Histories for the 21st Century series agreed 
to review the notes. He felt that the notes did indeed describe an Empidonax 
flycatcher but did not conclusively prove that it was a Yellow-bellied Flycatcher. 
His concerns included: 1) Dr. Johnson did not state how she decided one of the 
birds was the male (since the sexes look alike); 2) she did not describe the 
location of the nest (a key component of identification of nesting Empidonax)', 
and 3) there was not enough detail in the description of the birds themselves, or 
their calls, to conclusively rule out other similar species. His final comment was 
that the description and habitat made it seem more likely that it was a pair of 
Pacific-slope, or western Cordilleran Flycatchers, (which would also have been 
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equally far out of range), and that it was unfortunate that Dr. Johnson is no longer 
available to provide additional details. 

Say’s Phoebe A nest with a single egg was found in an abandoned shed 3 mi. NE 
of Marsland, Dawes Co., on 2 June 2002. (WM) 

Cassin’s Kingbird Two nests were found 8 mi. S of Redington, Morrill Co., on 

22 June 2002. One nest held 1 egg and 3 young, the other held 4 young. (WM) 

Western Kingbird Four nests found 22 June 2002, also 8 mi. S of Redington, 

Morrill Co., ranged in development from eggs and newly hatched young through 
nearly-fledged young. (WM) 

Eastern Kingbird An interesting finding was nearly synchronous nesting across 
the state, with egg-laying underway near Ceresco in both Lancaster and Saunders 
Co. on 19 June 2002, and incubation underway in Morrill Co. 8 mi. S of 
Redington on 22 June 2002, and at Willy Lake near Bingham, Sheridan Co., on 

23 June. (WM) 

Loggerhead Shrike A nest with eggs was imder incubation near Ceresco, Saunders 
Co., on 14 June 2002. On 3 July it held young, 3-5 days old. (WM) Three 
young were being fed by adults in Blaine Co. 10 mi. N of Brewster on 27 July 
2002. (DS) 

Blue Jay An adult incubating 2 eggs was fed while on the nest in Ashland, 
Saunders Co., on 30 April 2002. Three more nests with eggs, also in Ashland, 
were found on 12 May 2002. (WM) 

Black-billed Magpie After a fhiitless search on a chilly, damp day for the current 
Pinyon Jay breeding colony, the remaining time available was spent collecting 
information on a colony of magpies. Six nests were found 11 May 2002 in an 
area of 80 acres - more widely spaced than the usual placement of the jays’ nests. 
All 6 nests held eggs, but only 2 were being incubated, with both of the 
incubating birds leaving the nest only after some prodding. The colony was 
located 7 mi. S. of Redington, Morrill Co. (WM) On 28 May 2002 a nest with 
eggs was located 9 mi. NE of North Bend, Dodge Co. (DP,JP). At Ft. Robinson 
SP, Sioux Co., on 1 June 2002, one nest contained half-grown young, and the 
young from an adjacent nest had already fledged. (WM) 

Horned Lark Fledged young were noted in Sioux Co. on 6 May 2002, 14 mi. N 
of ScottsblufF (HH), and on 8 June 2002, 13 mi. SW of Harrison. (HH) 

Tree Swallow Several weeks earlier than the Violet-green Swallows noted above, 5 
nest boxes with eggs were noted on 26 May 2002 at Twin Lakes WMA 12 mi. 
SE of Seward, Seward Co. By 9 June young were present in 4 of the nests. (LB) 

Violet-green Swallow Nest-building by the female was underway in a tree cavity in 
West Ash Canyon 10 mi. SE of Crawford, Dawes Co., on 31 May 2002. On 22 
June the female was incubating 5 eggs. Also on 31 May, construction was 
underway in a nearby cliff cavity, but it was abandoned by 22 June. (WM) 

At the WHNC, 8 mi. S of Gering, Scotts Bluff and Banner Cos., at least 2 nest 
boxes with eggs were noted on 15 June 2002. On 2 July, small young were 
noted in both boxes. (HW) 

Northern Rough-winged Swallow A colony of 6-8 pairs was found in Indian 
Cave, in Indian Cave SP, Richardson Co., nesting on open ledges and shallow 
cavities in the stone walls of the cave, a setting quite at odds with their usual 
earthen riverbank nest sites. On 26 May 2002 one nest with 3 eggs was already 
being incubated, while other nests were still under construction. On 16 June the 
nest held 4 young that were several days old, while another nest held 2 eggs. The 
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other nests were less accessible and could not be checked without excessive 
disturbance. (WM) 

Bank Swallow A colony was found in vertical hard-packed sand “blowout” walls 
in a gently rolling upland shortgrass prairie pasture miles from any surface water, 
7 mi. SW of Harrison, Sioux Co. On 31 May 2002, 9 of the 16 holes were 
occupied, with nest-building underway in some of the holes. On 21 June one of 
the nests held eggs and young, while the other 8 nests held only eggs. (WM) As 
with the just-mentioned Rough-winged Swallows, this setting is very different 
from the usual nest sites found elsewhere in the state, but is similar to some other 
sites reported in the western Panhandle. (HH) 

Red-breasted Nuthatch A pair of adults was noted carrying food to a cavity with 
2-3-day-old young in West Ash Canyon, 12 mi. SE of Crawford, Dawes Co., on 
10 May 2002. On 7 June the fledged, begging young were seen being fed by the 
adults in the nest tree. At the same time, a pair of House Wrens was busy 
building a twig nest in the recently-vacated cavity. (WM) 

White-breasted Nuthatch In Ashland, Saunders Co., on 26 April 2002, an adult 
was seen carrying food to its incubating mate in a natural cavity used by Black- 
capped Chickadees 2 years previously. On 28 April the cavity held 7 eggs and an 
incubating bird that would not leave the cavity. On 4 May the nest held at least 
4 just-hatched young and 2 eggs. (WM) Five young in a nest box were banded at 
Elkhom, Douglas Co., on 14 June 2002. (DS) 

Pygmy Nuthatch On 10 May 2002 a newly-excavated nest cavity 12 mi. SE of 
Crawford, Dawes Co., held an incomplete clutch of 4 eggs. The eggs were 
covered over with fluffy nest material when found. (WM) 

Brown Creeper Apparently the first report of an active nest for the Panhandle, a 
nest with week-old young was found in West Ash Canyon 10 mi. SE of 
Crawford, Dawes Co., on 1 Jime 2002. (WM) Creepers have previously been 
reported breeding only in the middle Niobrara Valley and at the east end of the 
state, and only a single active nest has actually been found at each location. 
Breeding season birds exhibiting various breeding-related behaviors have been 
found in the Pine Ridge previously, and it was long believed to be the most 
likely area of the state for regular nesting. Given their inconspicuous habits, 
rather early nesting, and invisible nests, they may breed more frequently than 
suspected in this area. 

Rock Wren A nest with 2 eggs was found on 24 July 2002, in Sioux Co. 11 mi. 
N of Scottsbluff. (HH) 

Marsh Wren Wrens were numerous in the cattail marsh surrounding Willy Lake, 2 
mi. SE of Bingham, Sheridan Co. On 2 June 2002 three nearly completed nests 
were found, along with 3-4 times that number of “dummy” nests. On 23 June 
one of the nests held 4-5 young that were less than a week old. (WM) 

Eastern Bluebird A pair was noted hanging around a nest box in Seward Co. by 
12 March 2002, possibly adding nest material. The nest was completed by 31 
March and held 4 eggs on 5 Apr. (LB, WM) A nest in a pine snag in West Ash 
Canyon, Dawes Co., held 5 eggs on 10 May 2002. (WM) Another in a nest box 
at Albion, Boone Co., held 5 eggs on 17 April 2002. (CN) A nest box at the 
WHNC, Scotts Bluff Co., held 5 young on 15 May 2002. (HW) 

Mountain Bluebirds A nest box in West Ash Canyon, Dawes Co., held 2 eggs on 
10 May 2002. (WM) 

Townsend’s Solitaire The report of a pair at a nest on 10 April 2002 at the 
WHNC, Scotts Bluff Co., proved to be a false alarm. Nesting activity was not 
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observed and the birds were not seen again. (HW,SW) 

European Starling A pair nested again in Ashland, Saunders Co., in a willow 
snag cavity that was usurped from a pair of Red-bellied Woodpeckers last year. 
The nest held at least 3 young on 12 May 2002. (WM) 

Cedar Waxwing Nest building was observed at Medicine Ck Res., Frontier Co., 
on 30 June 2002. (RH,LR) 

Summer Tanager Rarely reported with nesting details previously, a pair was found 
attending a nest at ICSP, Richardson Co. The nest held 1 egg and 2 small young 
on 28 June 2002. (WM) 

Lark Sparrow A nest with 4 eggs was reported in Sioux Co. 12 mi. N of 
Scottsbluff on 13 June 2002. Young were seen beside the nest on 29 June. (HH) 

Lark Bunting A nest with 5 eggs was found in Sioux Co. on 5 June 2002, 14 mi. 
NNE of Scottsbluff (HH) 

Black-headed Grosbeak A pair was observed nest-building in West Ash Canyon, 
Dawes Co. on 2 June 2002. By 22 June the nest had been abandoned. On 21 
June 2002 another nest that held 4 young was found nearby. (WM) 

Yellow-headed Blackbird In another example of synchronous nesting across the 
state, a colony with 7 nests was found near Lakeside, Sheridan Co., on 2 June 
2002. Four nests were near completion, while the other 3 each held a single egg. 
(WM) Another colony at Willy Lake, near Bingham, Sheridan Co., on the same 
date ranged from nests nearing completion to just-hatched young. (WM) A 
colony of 9 nests in the Saunders Co. portion of Jack Sinn WMA, Saunders & 
Lancaster Cos., ranged from initial stages of nest-building to nests with 3 eggs 
on 5 June 2002. (WM) 

Brewer’s Blackbird A colony of 8 nests was found on 31 May 2002, 12 mi. L of 
Harrison, Sioux Co. The contents ranged from eggs to eggs and just-hatched 
young in the same nest. (WM) 

Common Crackle A colony of 6 nests was found on 3 May 2002 in Lincoln, 
Lancaster Co. Activity ranged from nearly-complete nests to nests with eggs. 
(WM) Another colony of 9 nests was located on 11 May 2002 near Alda, Hall 
Co. Light of the nests held only eggs, while 1 nest had eggs and just-hatched 
young. (WM) A nest in Shelton, Buffalo Co., held 3 eggs on 16 June 2002. 
(MM) 

Great-tailed Crackle A colony was again active at Jack Sinn WMA near Ceresco, 
Saunders & Lancaster Cos. Nest-building was noted in the Saunders Co. portion 
of the WMA on 4 May 2002, eggs were noted on 14 May, and young were noted 
on 5 June. Some early nests were scavenged as sources for building materials and 
incorporated into later nests. (WM) 

Brown-headed Cowbird Lggs were noted in Chipping Sparrow and House Finch 
nests (WM) and a young cowbird was noted being fed by a Lark Bunting. (HH) 

Bullock’s Oriole A nest with 1 egg and 3 just-hatched young was found on 22 
June 2002, 9 mi. SW of Redington, Morrill Co. (WM) 

House Finch A nest with 2 House Finch eggs, a House Sparrow egg, and a Brown¬ 
headed Cowbird egg was noted on 27 April 2002 in Ashland, Saunders Co. 
(WM) 

Pine Siskin Adults were noted feeding just-fledged, begging young in Bassett, 
Rock Co., on 21 May 2002. (CH) 

House Sparrow Two nests with eggs were noted on 28 April 2002 at Mahoney 
SP, Cass Co. (WM) 
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Does Birding Have a Future? 

Rick Wright, Tucson, AZ, rwright@aba.org 

[Editor’s note: This was an address given at the NOU Fall Field Days in Halsey on 
Sept. 25, 2004.] 

Does birding have a future? 

Now this might seem an odd question, even an absurd question, to pose to 
an audience like this, and the answer might seem obvious. How could birding not 
have a future when we, all of us, are birders who bird, and when survey after recent 
survey assures us that our numbers are growing, our diversity increasing, and our 
economic and ethical contributions to American society ever more conspicuous. 
Does birding have a future? The simple answer is yes. 

That’s the simple answer. The more interesting answer is yes—yes, but. 
Yes, birding has a future, but that future is, I believe, not likely to look much like 
the sport’s present. In some ways, it will resemble elements and phases of our past; 
in other ways, ways that we cannot foresee, it will be unlike anything we have 
known. 


These general statements could apply to the development of just about 
anything human, of course. What is unique and I think greatly to our advantage, 
though, is that as birders at the beginning of the twenty-first century we actually 
have some choices about which elements of the past we wish to carry along with us 
into the future. And if we make those choices wisely, in full awareness of what 
present-day birding is, how it became what it is, and why it is facing—must 
face—^the necessity of change—if we are aware of all these factors, we can make 
thoughtfiil choices, I believe, that will not only insure the sport’s persistence into 
the next hundred years, but make birding a more attractive pastime for newcomers, a 
more valuable contribution to what we call science, and a more influential force in 
the negotiation of environmental policy in this country and around the world. 

Just what constitutes modern-day birding has become a strangely 
controversial question in the last few years. As readers of the birding press have 
certainly noticed, an academic cottage industry has sprung up among the social 
scientists, and the definition of our pastime, our hobby, our sport, our passion, has 
become a question with high stakes. The most liberal definitions seem to be 
prevailing nowadays, with the label of “birder” applied to anyone who can name 10 
birds, or anyone who has bought birdseed in the past year, or anyone who has ever 
traveled more than a mile to see birds. The bar really was set this absurdly low in 
several of the most infamous surveys to have appeared in the last few years, surveys 
that have come up with such outlandish numbers as 40, 50, even 70 million 
“birders” in America. Never mind that you’d have to be deaf, blind, and three days 
buried to be unable to name 10 birds, never mind that your birdseed goes straight to 
feed the pigeons and Muscovy ducks in the park, never mind that the latest bird you 
traveled over a mile to see required hourly basting while the pumpkin pies were 
baking—^these surveys will account you a birder. That is how they come up with 
numbers that make every fifth person on the street “one of us,” a conclusion that is, 
let me use the word again, absurd. 
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Only birders know what birding is, and only birders know another birder 
when they see one. Let me try this definition—or better, this description. Birding 
in America in the early twenty-first century involves looking for birds with the 
purpose of identifying them. I’ve been told that this definition is oversimplified, 
but I like to think of it as elegant. Note that I said “looking for,” not “looking at”; 
this excludes the fisherman who, quite rightly, admires the Osprey that is having 
better luck than he is, and it excludes the kitchen-window watcher smiling at the 
goldfinches on the thistle feeder. Note too that I said “identifying,” not “observing”; 
this excludes the graduate student painstakingly following every move of a 
pintail—but painfully unaware that the bird in the background is a Baikal Teal. And 
note finally that I said “for the purpose of identifying”. This excludes the many 
hunters with highly developed field skills, it excludes most scientific investigators, 
it excludes early morning park walkers no matter how much they enjoy the dawn 
chorus. 


Birding: looking for birds with the purpose of identifying them. An 
elegant definition, a narrow definition—^but I believe an accurate one to describe the 
state of birding in modem America. Birding involves a conscious effort to seek out 
birds; it involves a conscious effort to identify the birds found; and that effort at 
identification is the goal and purpose of the effort to find them. If you’re not 
looking for birds, identifying birds, and finding your principal satisfaction in 
making that identification, you’re not birding. 

I hope that this seems obvious to most of us. But as obvious as it may be, 
it is not inevitable. Those of you who read Birding will recall the manifesto with 
which I inaugurated “Sources.” In introducing that series to our readers, I wrote that 
no cultural phenomenon is inevitable or natural, that every human activity arises 
from human choices, whether consciously made or not. To my mind, this makes 
birding even more interesting than if it were simply unfiltered observation, more 
interesting to do, and much more rewarding to think about. Birding, in other words, 
did not have to develop the way that it has, and there is nothing natural or 
predestined about what our activity looks like now in the year 2004. But neither is 
it accidental that birders have followed this among all the other potential parallel 
paths. 


Theoretically, any one of numerous aspects could have taken center stage to 
become the defining principle of modem birding; the focus on identification, which 
to my mind distinguishes the sport fi‘om all other bird- or nature-related activities, is 
the product of some very specific situations and pressures. Other historical or 
cultural circumstances might have given us a very different form of birding from 
what we enjoy today. 

At the turn of the twentieth century, as those of you who have read Ray 
Korpi, Jr.’s fine dissertation know, birding, birdwatching, bird study, whatever the 
label, was a constantly shifting landscape, full of alternative approaches to 
appreciating the birds around us: there was a bit of museum science in Frank 
Chapman’s guides, a fledgling sort of ecology in Florence Merriam’s books, wildlife 
economics in the great Birds of America edited by Gilbert Pearson, adventure in 
Seton, identification in Reed, and so on, a riotous mix of ways to learn about the 
birds. 


I do not know if it was somehow necessary to choose among these various 
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approaches, but choose we did. Of all the challenges presented in the various sub¬ 
fields of early twentieth-century birding, those posed by identification, with their 
straightforward “x-or-not-x” structure, were perhaps those most amenable to easy 
solution. Thus, while fields such as taxonomy, ecology, and wildlife management, 
with their broad questions and leisurely modes of investigation, became literally 
more and more academic over the years, by the 1920s and 1930s field identification 
was widely recognized as the sexy aspect of birding, where the most progress was 
being made the most visibly—after all, identification problems could be solved 
quickly and definitively with the simple application of better glass or some well- 
directed lead. Recall the well-known and poorly attested Legend of St. Ludlow, 
when Griscom, while birding Central Park, called a female Dendroica, which his 
doubting field companion then dropped from the tree—only to find that the Great 
Identifier had been right. 

Ludlow Griscom, Peterson, and the others of that time became stars not 
only because of their undeniable identification skills, but because they recognized 
that those skills—far more easily and far more effectively than the arcana of 
science—could be communicated and learned. At first, identification information 
was passed around informally, orally, from birder to birder; but then the young 
Peterson conceived of his field guide “on a new plan,” and literally within weeks, 
publishers too were convinced that here at last was a type of birding that they could 
sell. Nature study, ecology, aesthetic appreciation were all fine and good, but such 
“birdcraft” (to borrow the charming term coined by my namesake Mabel Osgood 
Wright) was inconveniently holistic for the publishing houses, intellectually too ill- 
defined and physically too unwieldy for a pocketbook. 

Birding in the sense of bird identification might have turned out nothing 
more than one more of the fads of the 1930s and 1940s, but its new prominence 
coincided with the rise of the automobile in most Americans’ lives. Access to 
transportation, whether to a woodlot across town or to a saltmarsh across the 
continent, made possible the first part of my definition of modem birding, the search 
for birds to identify. The authors and publishers of bird books responded eagerly. 
The best example is the advance of the Peterson juggernaut, with the original Field 
Guide to the Birds followed over the years by volumes devoted to western birds, 
European birds, Texas birds, Mexican birds, and West Indian birds; note that in the 
titles in the Peterson series, “the birds” means eastern birds, all other avifaunas being 
treated as the exotic targets of traveling birders from east—usually far east—of the 
notorious meridian not that many miles from Halsey. 

Modem birding looks the way it does because bird identification, however 
challenging it may be, is at least clear cut and easily communicated, and because the 
easy mobility afforded us by cheap and convenient transportation ensures a good 
supply of new identification challenges, keeping the activity fresh. Tired of fall 
warblers? The first geese are in the Rainwater Basin. Up to here with juvenile 
sparrows? McConaughy is probably dry enough for some good shorebirds. 

Particularly in the last twenty years, birding-as-identification has also been 
greatly bolstered by the publishing industry. Fifty years ago, Roger Tory Peterson 
remarked with some incredulity that Great Britain published something like a bird 
book eveiy two weeks; nowadays, in Britain, Holland, Scandinavia, and the US, it’s 
more like two a day, and by far the most successful are the identification guides, 
ranging from general guides with a regional scope to detailed identification 
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monographs on difficult species groups. These are what sell, and their print runs are 
accordingly large. Conversely, books treating broader topics in the natural history or 
ecology of birds appear in very small editions, and their marketing ranges from the 
subdued to the nonexistent. A good example is the work done by Steve Hilty over 
the last 25 years in South America. His field guides to Colombia and now to 
Venezuela have sold like hotcakes, as they should; in contrast. I’m not sure that his 
fine introduction to the behavior, breeding, and natural history of those same birds 
lasted a week on the shelves before it hit the remainder tables. 

Now this is not the begiiming of a critique of “mere” identification, and it 
is not the start of a tirade against listing. Like most birders, I still find the 
challenge of identification the most satisfying part of our hobby, and I confess that 
on any given day I can tell you my Arizona year list to three significant figures. But 
birding-as-identification has, I think, led to two serious problems in birding culture, 
and they are the reasons that birding must change. 

These two problems are almost diametrically different, even though they 
arise from the same causes. The first is a sort of atomization in what was once an 
intensely social hobby based on the oral transmission of natural historical 
knowledge. If asked about the most important and most memorable source of our 
early birding information, most of us of my generation and the generations before 
will talk about a mentor, a guiding spirit who introduced us to birds and to birding; 
some of mine are sitting in this very room, and they must know how unbounded my 
gratitude is. 

The increasing mobility and the increasing focus on identification in 
modem birding, though, has created a new kind of birder, one that I am frankly 
uncomfortable with. Convinced that everything they need to know is in a couple of 
books and an airline ticket, these birders—attracted to the sport because it is 
fashionable, because they heard Peter Cashwell talk about it on NPR—^these birders 
trot out to buy the latest Austrian glass and field guide, and learn the birds on their 
own. Their initiative is laudable, I suppose, and some of them even become 
reasonably good identifiers. Such autodidacts show up regularly on my trips and 
tours, and I often enjoy them as field companions. 

But what these birders “on a new plan” too often seem to lack is a sense of 
integration into a community. They too often fail to grasp the significance of the 
birds’ integration into ecological settings, and of their integration into a cultural 
context. They have the gear, they have the books, they sometimes have the skills, 
but their sources are literally impersonal, commercial and material substitutes for the 
chain of oral tradition and teaching that has somehow been broken in these recent 
decades. These birders of this new type, welcome as they are when we meet them in 
the field, are not likely to contribute to the development and preservation of a 
birding culture. More ominously, they are less likely to view critical environmental 
issues through a birder’s lens, and they are unlikely to think of themselves as part of 
a community that has clout to exercise. These can be delightful and charming 
people, but birding for them is abstract, remote, unconnected to the greater issues of 
the society they live in, and I think that’s a shame, sometimes even a danger, for the 
birds, for the birding community, and for these birders themselves. 

If the one of these problems is atomization, birding in a cultural and 
historical vacuum, the other, paradoxically, is an excessive sociability, or the 
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appearance of sociability—clump-birding, I like to call it. Given that I now make 
much of what passes for my living by encouraging mass birding tourism, it may 
seem disingenuous, and it may be self-defeating, for me to criticize this 
phenomenon. But I have noticed increasingly that the ease of transportation and the 
ready availability of “definitive” identification information, the same factors that 
energize the NPR birder, offer others an excuse for a strange passivity. Because 
birding is identification, all these birders have to do is carry the books—^the 
information is in there. Because birding is identification, all they have to do is be 
present when the bird is called. I will not descend into anecdote, but these are the 
birders who follow their local guides at five feet’s distance, ticking in the indexes of 
their Stokes guides the names of birds they haven’t bothered to look at. These are 
the birders who at the Grand Canyon peer out from under the brim of their 
Explorer’s Lodge baseball caps to ask what the big black-and-white birds are eating 
peanuts from their hand. The right guide or leader can turn many of these birders 
from their passivity, exciting them into a greater engagement in their hobby; but 
others remain part of the clump, and ultimately, despite their Victor Emanuel 
luggage tags, just as far outside of birding culture as the NPR types. 

Recent discussions about the future of birding have generally focused on 
recruiting non-birders to the cause; the idea is that if we can turn “young people” 
away from their rather shady pursuit of hip hop music and video games, we older 
folks will have reinforcements behind us, and the future of birding will be secure. 
That’s crazy, of course, as anyone who has ever set out on the heartbreaking path of 
turning a non-birder into one of us knows. I hope you have all read Pete Dunne’s 
little essay in Golden Wings, where, with his usual wryness, he concludes that there 
will always be model airplane enthusiasts, there will always be collectors of salt-and- 
pepper shakers, and there will always be birders—^until we start to force these 
pursuits on our children. The pathway to conversion is a dead end, and non-birders, 
I regret to say it, will always remain non-birders, tolerant if we are lucky, simply 
uncomprehending if we are not. 

Let’s forget about recruitment, then, and concentrate not on non-birders but 
on potential birders. And there is a large pool, in precisely the two “new-fashioned” 
types of birder I have described. After all, it is only historical accident, the 
commodification of knowledge and the coincidence of cheap gasoline and good 
roads, that has led to the dominance of these types, the atomized and the passive; 
they are otherwise out there, ripe for the picking, as it were, already interested in 
birds and birding, requiring not conversion but simply a revised catechism. 

How do we do this? How can we integrate into a birding culture people 
who may not even be aware of its existence? The question is particularly important 
for organizations like the NOU and many other state groups, which recently have 
been having more and more difficulty making themselves known to these “outsider” 
birders, and then convincing them that what they have to offer is of value. 

First, I think, it would be a mistake to deny the central position that 
identification issues occupy in modern-day birding. Instead, we should work to 
make explicit the connections between id characteristics and life histories; last 
week’s Ruff in Arizona, for example, was occasion for a minor and short-lived 
controversy about the bird’s age, but that controversy led some of us to some very 
interesting speculation on the possible signaling fimction of the barred tertials 
retained by some adults in basic plumage. I found the discussion fascinating, and 
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hope that perhaps it inspired some less engaged birders, loners or passive tourists, to 
go beyond the field guides and to appreciate more clearly the importance of regular 
exchange with other birders. At this point, I had meant to urge you to pay careful 
attention to taking advantage of such opportunities on NOU field trips, but after my 
experiences on Dave Heidt’s excursion today, I can say that this is a lesson your trip 
leaders have already learned and learned well. 

The promotion of good old-fashioned mentoring is another area where I am 
afraid the birding community is less active than it could be. Obviously, such 
relationships cannot be imposed on anyone, on new birders or their seniors, but there 
are informal “match-making” services available within some organizations; these can 
work wonders in establishing connections that are not exclusively electronic. A 
birder, young or old, whose beginnings are based in a human relationship rather than 
solely in the identification literature is far more likely to become a “good birding 
citizen,” it seems to me, supporting the organizations and causes that at times suffer 
for lack of interest now. 

The loss of organizations like the NOU to declines in membership would 
be more than regrettable, from a social, historical, and even scientific standpoint. 
But the environmental and political stakes are even higher. Birders of the new type, 
birders who are not integrated into a solid birding community, are much less likely 
to vote with their hobby foremost in their minds; they will make civic choices on 
criteria that may disregard the well-being of their natural surroundings, and those 
choices, it seems to me, are often wrong, or only coincidentally right. The stakes 
are high, this year of all years, and our ability to bring new-style birders into an 
open and welcoming fold is vital for the survival of our organizations, our culture, 
and our environment. 


In Memory of Dr. Roger Sharpe 

Nebraska Ornithologists’ Union member, author and educator Roger Sharpe 
passed away on June 27, 2003. He is survived by his wife Beverly, three daughters 
and one son. 

Dr. Sharpe was bom on March 31, 1941. His Ph.D. was in Vertebrate 
Zoology fi-om the University of Nebraska at Lincoln. He was an instmctor at the 
University of Nebraska at Omaha from 1968 until his retirement in 2000. He was a 
professor of ornithology, environmental biology and conservation biology, and he 
began and continued to coordinate the Environmental Studies Program there. 

Dr. Sharpe also originated an exchange program with Charles University in 
Prague, Czechoslovakia, for both faculty and students. He was part of a team of 
scientists assembled to help combat pollution in Czechoslovakia. 

His interests and talents outside of the world of zoology and ornithology 
were many. He was an accomplished cook and published a cookbook which 
included many recipes of Czech and Viennese origin. He played the piano, violin, 
accordion and banjo, and he loved art, antiques and travel. 

He joined the NOU in 1961 was a Life Member. He served as NOU 
president from 1966 to 1968 and again from 1971 to 1972. He contributed much to 
the field of ornithology in Nebraska, most recently being a co-author of Birds of 
Nebraska Their Distribution and Temporal Occurrence with W. Ross Silcock and 
Joel Jorgensen. 

We extend our sympathies to the family of Dr. Sharpe. 
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Fall Field Days 

The Nebraska Ornithologists’ Union Fall Field Days were held at the 
Nebraska National Forest at Halsey on September 24-26, 2004. Thirty-nine NOU 
members and friends were in attendance for a weekend of excellent weather and 
birding. Field trips, led by Dave Heidt, Robin Harding and Lanny Randolph, 
targeted the lakes in various counties to the north and west of Halsey, where a good 
variety of waterfowl was seen. Highlights included Trumpeter Swans, 11 species of 
ducks, White-faced Ibis in Grant Co., a Golden Eagle in Thomas Co., 16 species of 
shorebirds, 5 warbler species and 12 species of sparrows. 
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Red-winged 16,24,26,35, 57, 73,93,98,99, 
103, 124, 146, 153, 168 
Rusty 17,26,35,58, 124, 146 
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Adams 11,23,45,48 

Antelope 21,38,47,48 

Arthur 11,23, 47, 132, 146, 165-168 
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Blaine 11,23,48, 153, 156, 165-168 

Boone 9,22, 100, 103, 157 

Box Butte 21, 53 

Boyd 11,23,48 

Brown 12, 22, 52, 54, 56 

Buffalo 18, 19, 51, 55, 57, 87, 134, 135, 158 

Burt 10,22,47 

Butler 21 

Cass 19, 102, 103, 135, 139, 141, 158 

Cedar 7, 11,23,48,60,61 
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136, 137. 142, 143, 154, 165-168 
Cheyenne 20 

Clay 19, 43, 46, 51, 52, 61, 81, 83, 84, 91, 132, 
133, 134, 138, 139, 145, 146, 147 
Colfax 22 

Cuming 19,42,54,57 

Custer 9, 21, 51, 55, 88, 90, 92, 133, 143, 145, 
146 

Dakota 19, 55, 132 

Dawes 19, 88, 100, 101, 139, 155, 156, 157, 
158 

Dawson 5, 6, 20, 55, 154 
Deuel 20, 101 

Dixon 6,7,9, 11, 12, 16, 17,21,42,49,50,51, 
52, 55, 57, 86, 88, 89, 92, 93, 136, 138, 139, 
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Douglas 8, 20, 60, 88, 89, 90, 132, 134, 135, 
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Dundy 20,51,52, 147 
Fillmore 21,42,44,46,48 

Franklin 10, 15, 16, 22,42, 51, 88,92, 136 
Frontier 22, 87, 154, 158 
Furnas 12,16,21,62 
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85, 100, 137, 143 
Garfield 22,47 
Gosper 11,23,48 

Grant 11,23, 48, 92, 100, 132, 137, 141, 153, 
154, 165-168 
Greeley 20, 145 
Hall 21,45, 144, 158 
Hamilton 21, 46, 53, 56, 143 
Harlan 9, 13,21,43,82,88 
Hayes 23, 56, 69-73, 134, 140, 145 


Counties, continued 
Hitchcock 19, 53 
Holt 21, 57, 132 
Hooker 11,23,48, 165-168 
Howard 22, 89 

Jefferson 11, 12, 13, 23, 48, 136, 142, 145 
Johnson 21,42,44,56 
Kearney 20, 43, 44, 46, 48, 52, 55, 87 
Keith 17, 19,44, 50, 53, 54, 58, 61, 69-73, 87, 
92, 148-152 
KeyaPaha 11,23,48 
Kimball 19,45, 62, 63,92, 101, 145 
Knox 6, 9, 12, 14, 20, 38, 42, 43, 47, 48, 50, 55, 
61,62, 82 

Lancaster 15, 16, 17, 19,43, 45, 51, 52, 57, 62, 
63, 82, 85, 86, 89, 90, 93, 94, 102, 103, 133, 

134, 135, 136, 137, 138, 139, 143, 144, 147, 
154, 156, 158 

Lincoln 6, 8, 9, 14, 15, 17, 21, 41,42, 43, 44, 
46,48, 49, 52, 53, 55, 56, 57, 61, 69-73, 78, 
80, 81, 83, 84, 85, 86, 87, 88, 89, 90, 91, 92, 
133, 134, 135, 136, 139, 141, 142, 143, 145, 
146 

Logan 11,23,48 

Loup 9, 11,23,48,49, 146, 165-168 
Madison 11,23,62 
McPherson 6, 20, 42, 56, 57, 165-168 
Merrick 9,22, 143 

Morrill 20, 53, 101, 102, 103, 155, 156, 158 
Nance 17, 22 

Nemaha 20, 56, 82, 142, 155 
Nuckolls 16,19,51,52,58 
Otoe 9, 11, 23, 49, 55, 57, 82, 135, 136, 139, 
144, 147 

Pawnee 11,23,48,52,55,86,93 
Perkins 9,22,69-73, 143, 146 
Phelps 19,38 
Pierce 12, 19, 134 

Platte 22, 43, 46, 55, 63, 81, 132, 133, 142 
Polk 22, 154 

Red Willow 22,61, 133, 134, 147 
Richardson 6, 21, 88, 90, 137, 142, 156, 158 
Rock 20, 136, 158 
Saline 11,23,48 

Sarpy 9, 10, 21, 41, 42, 46, 47, 53, 56, 62, 81, 
86, 89, 90, 102, 134, 136, 141, 147 
Saunders 20,48, 60, 83, 86, 87, 89,90, 93, 103, 

135, 138, 147, 154, 156, 157, 158 
Scotts Bluff 6, 7, 9, 12, 14, 19,41,42,43, 

45, 46, 48, 50, 51, 52, 54, 55, 58, 60, 62, 83, 
84, 85, 86, 89, 93, 133, 135, 138, 139, 140, 

141, 142, 146, 147, 156, 157 

Seward 16, 17, 20, 41, 43, 47, 61, 84, 85, 132, 

136, 153, 156, 157 

Sheridan 22,43,45,46,47,48, 53, 55, 80, 81, 
82, 83, 84, 86, 88, 93, 100, 101, 102, 139, 

142, 154, 155, 156, 157, 158 
Sherman 11,23,48,136,140 

Sioux 6, 9, 13, 17, 22, 43, 52, 61, 62, 79, 83, 88, 
90,91, 100, 102, 133, 143, 154, 155, 156, 
157, 158 

Stanton 19, 140, 145 
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Counties, continued 
Thayer 12, 19,41,46 
Thomas 11,23, 48, 87, 139. 143, 146, 147. 
165-168 

Thurston 21,89,91 
Valley 21,89,90, 103 

Washington 7, 9, 11, 14, 15, 20, 44, 45, 56, 62, 
90,91,92, 135, 140 
Wayne 20 
Webster 22 
Wheeler 22,91 

York 19,41,46,47,83,85,89,90,93 
Cowbird, Brown-headed 4, 17, 26, 35, 58, 73, 93, 
95,98, 124, 147, 158 
Crandell, Gay 27 
Crane. 

Common 67, 116 
Sandhill 9, 24, 45, 83, 97, 116, 136 
Whooping 23,45, 116, 136 
Crawford CBC 27-35 
Crawford, David 27 
Crawford-Rose, Kathleen 5, 27, 79, 131 
Creeper, Brown 14, 26, 33, 51, 90, 97, 121, 142, 
157 

Crossbill, 

Red 17,35,58,93, 125, 147, 168 
White-winged 58, 112, 125, 147 
Crow, American 4, 13, 24, 25, 33, 50, 72, 89, 97, 
99, 102, 120, 141, 167 
Cuckoo, 

Black-billed 48,86,97, 118, 139 
Yellow-billed 48, 87, 97, 118, 139 
Curlew, 

Eskimo 116 

Long-billed 38, 46, 70, 84, 116, 137, 155 

Davis, Kelly 108 
DeButts, Deb 131 
DeLara, 

Bob 27 

Kathy 5,27,40,63.79, 131 
DeSotoCBC 27-35 
Devil’s Corkscrew 102 
Dickcissel 57, 73, 93, 95,98, 124, 146 
Dinan, 

John 23,27,63,79,99, 131 
Kenny 40 

Dinsmore, Stephen J. 3, 5, 23, 27, 41, 78, 79, 108 

Dipper, American 68, 121 

Dove, 

African Collared- 11,18 
Common Ground- 67, 118, 130, 139 
Eurasian Collared- 4, 11, 18-23, 25, 32, 47, 48, 
71,86, 109, 111, 118, 138, 167 
Inca 67, 118, 138 

Mourning 11, 32, 48, 71, 86, 97, 103, 118, 138, 
153.167 

Ringed Turtle- II, 18, 48 
"Tangerine Ringneck" 138 
Rock (See also Pigeon, Rock) 59, 112 
White-winged 48, 61, 67, 86, 111, 118, 138 


Dowitcher, 

Long-billed 47,71,85,97, 117, 130, 137, 166 
Short-billed 47,85, 111, 117, 137 
Draper, Sharon 27 
Drawbaugh, 

Dean 5,23,27,40, 131 
Phyllis 5,23,27,40, 132 
Ducey, James E. 5, 40, 79, 131 
Duck, 

American Black 6, 24, 29, 41, 113, 132 
Harlequin 66, 113 
Long-tailed 7,42, 112, 113, 133 
Mottled 66, 113 

Ring-necked 6, 24, 30, 42, 69, 97, 113, 133 
Ruddy 7, 30,42, 70, 80, 113, 133, 165 
Tufted 4,7, 30,66, 109, 113 
Wood 6, 24, 29, 41,69, 80,97, 103, 113, 132, 
153,165 

Duerksen, Russell 
Duey, Ann 27, 39 
Dummer, Chuck 79 
Dunbar, Paul 41, 132 
Dunne, Pete 163 
Dunlin 46,71,97, 117, 137 

Eades, Rick 41,79, 132 
Eagle, 

Bald 8, 24, 30, 44, 82, 97, 115, 135, 166 
Golden 9,31,44, 82, 115, 136, 154, 166 
Easterla, Dave 5 
Egret, 

Cattle 43, 69, 81, 97, 115, 130, 134, 165 
Great 43,69,81,97, 115, 130, 134 
Reddish 67, 109, 115 
Snowy 43, 69, 81,97, 115, 134 
Eider, 

Common 66, 113 
King 66, 113 

Einemann, Larry 5, 23, 27, 40, 63, 79, 131 

Elkhom River Valley 47 

Ellingson, Corey 131 

Ellis, Mike 23, 27 

Ely, David C. 23 

Empidonax ?.Xi. 155 

Engebretsen, Colin 27 

Esau, Belle 99 

Esser, 

Jerry 86 
Pam 11,86 
Eubanks, Ted L. 23 
Ewing, John 153 

Falco 

columbarius richardsonii 9 
peregrinus tundhus 9 
Falcon, 

Peregrine 9, 44, 70, 82, 97, 116, 136 
Prairie 9. 24, 31,44, 82, 116, 136. 166 
Falk, 

Carol 5,39 
Laurence 5, 40, 131 
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Falzgraf, Nelli 27 
Farrar, Jon 99, 103 
Field Guide to the Birds 161 
Finch, 

Cassin's 125 

House 17, 35, 58, 73, 93, 98, 99, 103, 125, 147, 
158, 168 

Purple 4, 17, 26, 35, 58, 96, 98, 124, 147 
Finley, Steve 132 
Fish, Nancy 5, 40, 132 
Flack, Willem 132 
Flicker 

Northern 12, 24, 25, 33, 49, 71, 88, 95, 97, 

119, 140, 167 
“Red-shafted” 49 
Flycatcher, 

Acadian 49, 88, 119 
Alder 49, 119, 140 
Ash-throated 68, 120 
Cordilleran 49, 88, 111, 120, 140, 155 
Dusky 38,49, 59, 63, 68, 109, 111, 120, 140 
Gray 68, 109, 119, 130, 140 
Great Crested 50, 71, 88,96, 97, 120, 140 
Hammond’s 63,68, 111, 119, 140 
Least 49, 71,88,97, 119, 140 
Olive-sided 49,97, 112, 119, 140 
Pacific Slope 140,155 
Scissor-tailed 38, 50, 62, 68, 88-89, 120, 141 
Yellow-bellied 49,68, 119, 140, 155-56 
Vermilion 68, 120 
Willow 49,71,88,97, 119, 140 
Forsberg, Michael 99, 103 
Frechtel, Peter 27 
Frimann, Lonnie 15, 27, 79, 131 
Frimann Ranch 15, 38, 52, 58, 90 
Fox, Mitzi 27 
Fuchs, Bob 27 
Fuller, Pat 27 

Gadwall 6,29,41,69,80,97, 113, 132, 165 

Gallinule, Purple 67, 112, 116 

Garganey 66, 109, 113 

Gauthier, Gilles 108 

Getter, Jerad 27 

Gibson, Jim 27 

Glomski, Dan 27 

Gnatcatcher, Blue-gray 51, 72, 90, 97, 99, 102, 
121, 142 
Godwit, 

Hudsonian 46, 116 
Marbled 46, 70,78,84, 116, 137 
Goldeneye, 

Barrow's 7, 111, 113 
Common 7, 24, 30, 42, 70, 97, 113, 133 
Goldfinch, 

American 17, 24, 35, 58, 73, 93, 95, 98, 125, 
147, 168 

Lesser 58,68, 112, 125 
Goose, 

Bean 66, 113 
Cackling 78, 80, 105, 132 


Goose, continued 

Canada 4, 5, 6,29,41, 69, 78, 80, 97, 99, 103, 
105, 113, 132, 153, 165 
Emperor 66, 109, 113 

Greater White-fronted 5, 24, 29, 41, 80, 113, 
132 

Ross's 5, 24, 29,41, 69, 104, 112, 113, 132 
Snow 5, 24, 29, 41, 69, 80, 97, 113, 132 
"Blue" 105-106 
Greater 104-108, 130 
Lesser 104-107 

Goshawk, Northern 9, 44, 115, 135 
Grackle, 

Common 17, 35, 38, 52, 58, 73, 90, 93, 98, 99, 
103, 124, 147, 158, 168 

Great-tailed 17, 58, 73, 93, 103, 112, 124, 147, 
158 

Grand Island CBC 27-35 
Grandes, Carlos 131 
Grebe, 

Clark’s 8, 29, 43, 69, 81, 114, 134, 154 
Eared 4, 8, 43, 69, 81, 100, 114, 134 
Homed 8,29,43, 114, 134 
Pied-billed 8, 24, 43, 69, 81, 97, 114, 134, 154, 
165 

Red-necked 8,38,43, 111, 114, 134 
Western 8, 29, 43, 69, 81, 114, 134, 154, 165 
Green, Ruth 5, 41, 79, 132 
Greer, Janet 27 
Grenon, 

Alan 59,64, 108, 126 
Betty 5, 13,27,63 
Griscom, Ludlow 161 
Grosbeak, 

Black-headed 57, 69, 73, 93, 124, 146, 158 
Blue 57,73,93, 112, 124, 146 
Evening 125, 130, 147 
Pine 68, 124 

Rose-breasted 57, 69, 73,93, 98, 124, 146 
Gross, Douglas A. 155 
Grouse, 

Greater Sage- 67, 112, 114 
Ruffed 67. 114 

Sharp-tailed 7, 31,42, 80, 100, 114,133, 154, 
165 

Gubanyi, Joe 5, 23, 27, 59, 63, 64, 108, 125, 126, 
131 
Gull, 

Black-headed 4, 10, 25, 31, 67, 117 
Bonaparte's 10, 25, 31,47, 71, 78, 85, 117, 138 
California 10,32,47,71,86, 117 
Franklin's 25, 47, 71, 78, 85, 97, 117, 138, 166 
Glaucous 11,25,32,47, 117 
Glaucous-winged 67, 117 
Great Black-backed 4, 11, 47, 67, 69, 71, 79, 
86, 117 

Herring 10,25,32,47,71,78,86, 117, 138 
Iceland 4, 10,25,32,61,67, 117 
Laughing 67,79,85, 117 
Lesser Black-backed 11, 25, 32,47, 79, 86, 
111, 117, 138 
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Gull, continued 

Little 4, 10,25,31,61,67, 111, 117 
Mew 4, 10,25,31,60,61,67, 111, 117 
Ring-billed 10,31,47,71,86,97, 117, 138, 

166 

Ross’s 67,112, 117 
Sabine’s 59,61, 111, 117, 138 
Thayer’s 10,25,32, 111, 117, 138 
Gyrfalcon 67, 116 

Hack, Mace 27 
Hall, 

Carolyn 23, 39, 131 
John 40, 79 
Harbison, Gerard 40 

Harding, Robin 5,23,27,41, 79, 132, 153, 165 
Harrier, Northern 8, 30, 44, 70, 82, 97, 100, 115, 
135, 154, 166 
Hatfield, Blake 27 
Hawk, 

Broad-winged 44, 70, 82, 97, 115, 135 
Cooper’s 9, 24, 30, 44, 70, 82, 95, 96, 97, 115, 
135, 153, 166 

Ferruginous 8, 9, 30, 44, 70, 82,97, 115, 136, 
166 

Harris’s 67, 112, 115 
Red-shouldered 9, 44, 82, 115, 135 
Red-tailed 8,9,24, 30, 44, 47, 70, 82, 97, 100, 
115, 136, 154, 166 
Harlan’s 9 

Rough-legged 9,24, 30, 44, 115, 136 
Sharp-shinned 8, 24, 30,44, 70, 82,97, 115, 
135, 166 

Swainson’s 44, 70, 82, 97, 100, 115, 135, 166 
Heaney, Carr 27, 39, 79, 131 
Hedburg, Dan 23 
Heidt, Dave 5, 23, 27,48, 164, 165 
Hellbusch, David 99 
Heron, 

Great Blue 8, 29,43, 69, 81, 97, 99, 100, 115, 
134,154, 165 

Green 43,69,81,97, 115, 135 
Little Blue 43,97, 115, 134 
Tricolored 61, 67, 115 
Hester. William 108 
Hill, Warren 27 
Hilty, Steve 162 
Hinchman, Lynea 27, 131 
Hitchcock Nature Center Hawkwatch 135 
Hoffman, Thomas 41, 80 
Hoge, 

Glen 5,23,40, 79, 131 
Wanda 5,23,41,80, 132 
Householder, Jerry 40 

Hughson, Helen K. 5, 23,27,40, 63, 79, 131, 153 
Hummingbird, 

Black-chinned 63 
Broad-tailed 87, 111, 119, 139 
Calliope 59,62,67, 111, 119 
Costa’s 67, 109, 119 

Ruby-throated 49, 61,62, 87, 97, 119, 130, 139 
Rufous 60,87, 111, 119, 139 


Huntley, C. W. (Bill) 27, 40 
Huser,Bill 5,23,39,63,79, 131 

Ibis, 

Glossy 38,44,67, 109, 115 
White 67, 109, 115 

White-faced 38, 44, 69, 82, 97, 100, 115, 130, 
135, 165 
lliff, Marshall 5 
Inskeep, Lois 27 
Iowa 56 

Jaeger, 

Long-tailed 67, 117 
Parasitic 67, 117 
Pomarine 67, 111, 117 
Jay, 

Blue 12, 24, 25, 33, 50, 72, 89, 95, 97, 103, 120, 
141, 156, 167 
Gray 68, 120 

Pinyon 13, 50, 89, 99, 102, 120, 141, 156 
Steller’s 59,68, 111, 120 
Johnson, 

Alisson 27 
Clyde 98 
Emma 98 

Jan 5,23,40,79, 131 
Michelle 27, 131 
Norma 155-156 
Jones, Stephen 79, 132 
Jorgensen, 

Jerry 23 

Joel G. 5, 23, 38, 40, 46, 59, 63, 64, 65, 79, 

108, 125, 126, 131, 164 

Junco, 

Dark-eyed 16, 24, 34, 57, 92, 98, 124, 146, 168 
Gray-headed 16, 57 
Oregon 16, 57, 146 
Pink-sided 16,57 
Rocky Mountain 16 
Slate-colored 16, 57, 146 
White-winged 16, 57, 146 
Junco hyemalis cismontanus 16, 57 

Kansas 38, 44,45, 48, 56, 88 
Kenitz, Alice 5,23, 27, 39, 79, 99, 131, 153 
Kestrel, American 9, 24, 31, 44, 70, 82, 97, 100, 
102, 115, 136, 153, 155, 166 
Killdeer 9, 31, 38, 45, 70, 83, 97, 116, 136, 153, 
166 

Kincanon, Gene 27 
Kingbird, 

Cassin’s 50, 88, 99, 101, 120, 140, 156 
Eastern 50, 71, 88,95,96,97, 99, 101, 120, 

141, 156 

Western 50, 71, 88, 97, 99, 101, 120, 141, 156 
Kingfisher, Belted 32,49, 71, 87,97, 119, 139, 

167 

Kinglet, 

Golden-crowned 14, 26, 33, 51, 97, 121, 142 
Ruby-crowned 14, 26, 33, 51, 72, 79,90, 97, 
121, 142, 167 
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Kinman, Ken 40 
Kite, 

Mississippi 44, 70, 82, 115, 130, 135 
Swallow-tailed 67, 115 
White-tailed 67, 115 
Kittiwake, Black-legged 67, 117, 138 
Klaphake, 

Bette 27 

Clem 5,27,40,79,99, 131, 153 
Knetter,J. M. 152 
Knot, Red 111, 117 
Koehlmoos, Lyla 27 
Kondrasov, Peter 5 
Korpi, Ray Jr. 160 
Kovanda, 

Jim 27, 79 
Sandy 27, 79 
Kren, Josef 27, 40, 131 
Kruse, 

Ann 27 
Ron 27 

Kuper, Catherine 27 

Labedz, Thomas 27, 41, 79, 132 

Lake McConaughy 27-35 (CBC), 148-152 

Lamphere, Steve 27 

Land, Mark 40 

Langner, Lorinda 27 

Lark, Homed 13, 33, 50, 72, 89, 97, 120, 141, 
156, 167 

Lassek, Terry 27 

Lawson, Randy 27 

Legare, Mike 108 

Leger, Daniel 40 

Lehman, Paul 41,79 

Lemburg, William 104, 107, 108, 130 

Leukering, Tony 5 

Lincoln CBC 27-35 

Lockwood, Mark 108 

Longspur, 

Chestnut-collared 57,62,92, 124, 146 
Lapland 16, 26, 35, 57, 124, 146 
McCown’s 57, 92, 99, 102, 124, 146 
Smith’s 57, 59, 62, 68, 98, 112, 124 
Loon, 

Common 8, 24, 43, 69, 81, 114, 134 
Pacific 83, 111, 114, 134 
Red-throated 38, 43, 63, 66, 79, 81, 111, 114 
Yellow-billed 61, 67, 109, 114 
Lutey,J. M, 152 
Lutz,R. S. 152 

Maas, Don 27 
Magpie, 

Black-billed 13, 33, 50, 72, 89, 97, 110, 120, 
141, 156 
Eurasian 110 

Mallard 6, 24, 29, 41, 69, 80, 97, 113, 130, 132, 
154,165 

Martin, Purple 50, 72. 89, 97, 120, 141 


Maslowski, 

Linda 27 
Pete 27 

Mathieson, Marty 5, 18,23,40, 131, 153 

Mattix, Sue 27 

McCartney, Connie 5, 27 

McGowan, Kevin 138 

McKinney, Brad 27 

Meadowlark, 

Eastern 16,57,73,93,95,98,124,146 
Western 17, 57, 73, 93, 95, 98, 124, 146, 168 
Melospiza melodia montana 145 
Merganser, 

Common 7,24,30,42, 70, 97, 113, 133 
Hooded 7, 30, 42, 70, 80, 97, 113, 130, 133 
Red-breasted 7, 30,42, 70, 80, 113, 133 
Merlin 9, 24, 31,44, 70, 115, 136, 166 
Meyer, 

Georgianne 131 
Jim 27, 131 
Miller, John 23 
Mills, David 40 
Missouri River Valley 51,55 
Mockingbird, Northern 15, 52, 90, 96, 97, 122, 

143 

Mollhoff, Wayne 41, 59, 65, 88, 99, 108, 126, 
153-158 

Moorhen, Common 67, 111, 116 
Morfeld, Tracy 132 
Morin, B. 108 
Morris, Rosalind 155 
Murphy, R.K. 152 
Murrelet, Ancient 67, 118 

.Nebraska Breeding Bird Atlas 88, 103 
Nebraska Game and Parks Commission 152 
NEBRASKAlandU^igdamQ 103 
Nighthawk, Common 48, 71, 87, 97, 118, 139, 155 
Night-Heron, 

Black-crowned 44, 81, 97, 115, 135 
Yellow-crowned 44,82, 115, 135 
Niobrara River 45, 50 
Niyo, Kay 5, 27, 63, 79 
Noecker 

Colleen 23,27, 153 
Don 23, 27 
Norfolk CBC 27-35 
North Dakota 134 
North Platte Valley 51 

NOU Records Committee 59-68, 108-109, 125, 
126, 137 

Nutcracker, Clark’s 68, 120, 130, 141 
Nuthatch, 

Pygmy 14, 33, 51, 90, 121, 142, 157 
Red-breasted 13, 33, 51, 89, 97,121, 130, 142, 
157, 167 

White-breasted 13, 26, 33, 51, 89-90, 97, 121, 
142, 157, 167 

Oldenettel, Jerry 40, 79 
Oldsquaw 112 
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Ollinger, 

Bruce 63 
Linda 40, 63, 131 
Omaha CBC 27-35 
Oriole, 

Baltimore 58, 69, 73, 93, 96, 98, 124, 147, 153 
Bullock’s 58, 69, 73, 93, 99, 103, 124, 130, 147, 
158 

Orchard 58, 73, 93, 96, 98, 124, 147, 153 
Scott’s 68,79,93, 109, 124 
Orr, Vicky 27 
Orsag, Mark 27 
Osprey 8, 30, 44, 82, 97, 115 
Otte, Charles J. 131 

Ovenbird 54, 60, 72, 91,98, 112, 123, 144 
Owl, 

Bam 4, 11,48,71,87, 118, 139 
Barred 11,25,32, 48, 87, 96, 97, 118, 139 
Boreal 67, 118 

Burrowing 48, 71, 87, 112, 118, 139, 167 
Eastern Screech- 11, 25, 32, 48, 59, 87, 97, 
112, 118, 139, 167 
Great Gray 67, 118 

Great Homed 11, 25, 32, 48, 71,87, 97, 99, 
101, 118, 139, 153, 167 
Long-eared 12, 32, 48, 87, 118, 139 
Northern Hawk 67, 118 
Northern Saw-Whet 38, 48, 118 
Short-eared 12, 25, 32,48, 87, 95, 97, 118, 

139 

Snowy 11, 59, 112, 118 
Padelford. 

Babs 5, 27, 39, 63, 64, 79, 125, 126, 131 
Loren 5, 27,40, 63, 64, 79, 125, 131 
Palmer, R. S. 108 
Parakeet, Carolina 118 
Parde, Michele 27 
Parks, June 27 
Parsons, Rob 63 

Partridge, Gray 7, 24, 31, 42, 80, 114, 133 
Pamla. Northern 53, 69, 72, 91, 122, 130, 144 
Paseka, 

Don 5,23,27,40,79, 131, 153 
Janis 3,5,23,27,40,79, 131, 153 
Passerella iliaca 
iliaca 56 
schistacea 56 
zaboria 56 
Pearson, Jean 99 
Pelican, 

American White 8, 29, 43, 69, 81, 97, 114, 

134, 165 

Brown 67.81, 114 
Percival, Brandon K. 5 
Pester, rheresa 5,41, 132 
Peterson, Roger Tory 161 
Pettingill, Olin Sewall 23, 39 
Peyton, Mark 148-152 
Phainopepla 68. 122 


Phalarope, 

Red 67, 112, 117 
Red-necked 47, 71, 85, 117, 138 
Wilson's 47, 71, 85,97, 117, 138. 166 
Pheasant, Ring-necked 7, 24, 31, 42, 70, 80, 96, 
97, 114, 133,153, 165 
Phillips, Jack 27 
Phoebe, 

Eastern 50, 71, 88, 97, 120, 140, 153 
Say’s 50,71,88, 120, 140, 156. 167 
Piercy, Willard 27 
Pigeon, 

Band-tailed 59, 67, 112, 118 
Passenger 118 

Rock 11, 24, 25, 32, 47, 59, 71, 86, 97, 112, 
118, 138, 167 
Pine Ridge 48, 50, 90, 91 
Pintail. Northern 6,29, 42, 69, 80,97,113, 133. 
165 

Pipelow, Nathan 23, 63 
Pipit, 

American 52, 122, 143, 167 
Sprague’s 53, 62, 68, 95, 96, 97, 122, 143 
Pittaway, Ron 108 
Platte River Valley 55, 56, 90 
Plegadis ibises 44 
Plover, 

American Golden- 45, 70, 83, 112, 116, 136, 
166 

Black-bellied 45, 70, 116, 136, 166 
Mountain 45, 83, 111, 116 
Piping 38, 45, 69, 70, 78, 83, 116, 136, 148-152 
Semipalmated 45, 70, 83, 116, 136, 166 
Snowy 38, 45, 69, 70, 78, 83, 111. 116 
Poague, Kevin 5, 23, 27, 40, 63, 79, 94, 131 
Poecile atricapillus 
atricapillus 13 
septentrionalis 13 

Poor-will, Common 48, 87, 119, 139, 167 
Post van der Burg, Max 27 
Prairie-Chicken, 

Greater 8, 31, 38, 42, 70, 81, 95, 96. 97, 114, 
133, 165 
Lesser 114 
Pmess, Neva 5, 40, 79 

Rader, Mike 23 
Rail, 

Black 67, 112, 116 
Clapper 67, 116 
King 67, 116 

Virginia 9, 31,45, 70, 82, 116, 136, 166 
Yellow 67, 116 

Randolph, Lanny 5, 23, 27, 40, 79, 131, 153, 165 

Ratzlaff, Neal 3, 5, 27, 40, 74 

Raven, 

Chihuahuan 68, 120 
Common 68, 120 

Redhead 6, 29, 42, 69, 80, 97, 113, 133, 165 
Redpoll, 

Common 4, 17,35,58, 125, 147 
Hoary 68, 125 



176 


The Nebraska Bird Review 


Vol. 72 No. 4 


Redstart, American 54, 72, 91, 98, 123, 144 
Rehme, Sarah 27 
Reinarz, Roy 132 
Reitan, Ken 27 
Reyer, Allen 39,79, 131 
Richert, Amy 27 
Richter, Jeab 27 
Rieke, Carolyn 79 
Roadrunner, Greater 38, 48 
Robin, American 4, 14, 26, 34, 38, 52, 72, 90, 95, 
97, 103, 122, 143, 167 
Roche, Richard 78 
Roehrs, Zac 27 
Rogers, Tommie 5, 27, 132 
Rome, Mary Jo 27 
Rosy-Finch, 

Black 68, 109, 124 
Gray-crowned 17, 58, 68, 124, 147 
Ruff 67, 111, 117 
Rumery, Alice 39 

Sanderling 46, 70, 84, 117, 137 

Sandhills 4, 93 

Sandpiper, 

Baird's 46,71,85,97, 117, 137, 166 
Buff-breasted 38,46, 85, 97, 117, 130, 137 
Curlew 67, 109, 117 
Least 46, 70, 84, 97, 117, 137, 166 
Pectoral 46, 71, 85, 97, 117, 137, 166 
Semipalmated 46, 70, 84, 97, 117, 137 
Sharp-tailed 60,67, 117 
Solitary 45, 84, 97, 116, 137, 166 
Spotted 46, 70, 84, 97, 116, 137, 166 
Stilt 46,71, 85,97, 117, 137, 166 
Upland 46, 70, 84, 95, 97, 116, 137 
Western 46,84, 117, 137 
White-rumped 46, 71, 84, 97, 117, 137 
Sankey, Brent 27 
Sapsucker, 

Red-naped 68, 111, 119 
Yellow-bellied 4, 12, 25, 32, 49, 97, 119, 140 
Williamson’s 68, 119 
Sarikova, Erika 27 
Scaup, 

Greater 7,30, 42, 113, 133 
Lesser 7, 30, 42, 69, 80, 97, 113, 133 
Scharf,Bill 13 
Scharphom, Jim 27 
Schatz, Mary 5, 40 
Schmid, 

Jack 27 

Rick 13,27,41,64,132 
Schmitt, Steve 27 
Scholar, Eric 27 
Schwartz, Shari 27 
Schwitters. Michael 108 
Scoter, 

Black 7, 111, 113, 133 
Surf 7, 113, 133 
White-winged 7, 113, 133 
ScottsbluflfCBC 27-35 
Seim, Helen 27 


Shambaugh, Darrell 40 
Sharpe, Roger 164 

Shoveler, Northern 6, 29,41, 69, 80, 97, 113, 133, 
165 

Showen, A. Don 153 
Shrike, 

Loggerhead 12, 50, 71, 89, 96, 97, 101, 120, 
141, 156, 167 

Northern 12,33,50, 120, 141 
Silcock, W. Ross 3, 4, 5, 18, 23, 27, 38, 41, 64, 78, 
80, 104, 125, 126, 130, 132, 164 
Sims, Terry 27 

Siskin, Pine 17, 35, 58, 93,98, 103, 125, 147, 158, 
168 

Sitta carolinensis 
cookei 14, 51 
nelsoni 14 
Sitzman, Robert 23 
Smith, 

David J. 27 
Patricia 27 
Snipe, 

Wilson’s 10,31,47,85,97, 109, 110, 117, 137, 
166 

Common 109 

Solitaire, Townsend’s 14, 34, 52, 121, 143, 157, 
167 

Sora 45,83,97, 116, 136, 166 
Sparrow, 

American Tree 15, 24, 34, 55, 96, 98, 123, 145 

Baird's 56,68, 112, 123 

Black-throated 68, 123 

Brewer’s 55,92, 123. 145 

Cassin’s 55,92, 111, 123 

Chipping 55, 73, 92, 98, 103, 123, 145, 153, 

158, 168 

Clay-colored 55, 73,98, 123, 145, 168 
Field 15, 34, 55, 73,92, 95, 98, 123, 145, 168 
Fox 4, 15,34, 56,98, 124, 145 
Golden-crowned 68, 124 
Grasshopper 56, 73, 92, 95, 98, 123, 145 
Harris's 4,15,26, 34, 56, 92,96, 98, 112, 124, 
146, 168 

Henslow's 56, 92,95,96, 98, 112, 123, 145 
House 4, 17, 24, 35, 58, 73, 93, 98, 125, 147, 
158, 168 

Lark 56, 73, 92, 98, 99, 102, 123, 145, 158, 168 
Le Conte's 56, 98, 124, 145 
Lincoln's 4, 15, 56, 73, 98, 124, 145, 168 
Nelson’s Sharp-tailed 56, 98, 112, 124, 145 
Sage 68, 123 

Savannah 4, 15, 56, 73,98, 123, 145, 168 
Song 15, 34, 56, 73, 92, 98, 124, 145, 168 
Swamp 15, 34, 56, 73,92,98, 124, 145, 168 
Vesper 56, 92, 98,102, 123, 145, 168 
White-crowned 15, 34, 56, 73, 98, 124, 146, 
168 

White-throated 15, 34, 56, 73, 98, 124, 146, 

168 

Spoonbill, Roseate 67, 112, 115 

Spring Creek Prairie 94-98 

Stage, Dave 5, 23, 27, 40, 79, 131, 153 
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Stanley, Matt 27 

Starling, European 4, 15, 24,26, 34, 52, 72, 91, 
95,97, 122, 143, 155, 158, 167 
Steinbeck, Mary 27 
Sterkel, Audrey 5, 39, 79, 131 
Stilt, Black-necked 45, 78, 83, 84, 100, 116, 137 
Stoiber, Greg 27 
Stork, Wood 67, 115 
Stransky, Judy 64 
Streptopelia 
decaocto 18 
risoria 18 
roseogrisea 18 
Strong, Jon 5,23,40, 79, 131 
Suomala, Mark 40 
Swallow, 

Bank 51,-72,89,97, 121, 142, 157 

Bam 51, 72, 89, 95, 97, 121, 142, 153, 167 

Cave 38,51,68, 112, 121 

CliflF 51, 72, 89, 97, 102, 112, 121, 142, 153 

Northern Rough-winged 50, 72, 89, 97, 120, 

142, 156, 157 

Tree 50, 72, 89, 97, 102, 120, 141, 156 
Violet-green 50, 89, 102, 120, 141, 156 
Swan, 

Trumpeter 6, 24, 29, 41, 80, 100, 113, 132, 
154, 165 

Tundra 41, 111, 113, 132 
Swanson, 

David 131 
Phil 132 
Swift, 

Chimney 48,71,87,97, 119, 139 
White-throated 48, 87, 101, 119, 139 

Tanager, 

Hepatic 68, 109, 123 
Scarlet 55,91, 123, 144 
Summer 38, 55, 91, 98, 123, 144, 158 
Western 55,91, 123, 145 
Taylor, Scott 27 
Teal, 

Blue-winged 41, 69, 80,97, 113, 133, 153, 165 
Cinnamon 41,80, 113, 133 
Green-winged 6, 24, 29, 42, 69, 80, 97, 113, 
133, 165 

Tebbels, Barb 131 
Tern, 

Arctic 61,67, 109, 117 
Black 47,71,86, 117, 138 
Caspian 47,61,86, 117, 138 
Common 47, 71, 86, 117, 138 
Forster's 47, 71, 86, 97, 117, 138, 167 
Least 47, 86, 117, 138 
Texas 45, 56 

Thomton-Kolbe, Charles 40 
Thrasher, 

Brown 15,26, 34, 52, 72,90, 96, 97, 103, 122, 

143, 153, 167 

Curve-billed 4, 15, 38, 52, 58, 62, 68, 90-91, 
122, 143 

Sage 111, 122, 143 


Throop, Vern 27 
Thrush, 

Gray-cheeked 52, 121 
Hermit 4, 14, 26, 34, 52, 122, 143 
Swainson's 52, 72, 90, 97, 122, 143, 167 
Varied 68, 122 
Wood 52, 90, 122, 143 
Timm, Paul 27 

Titmouse, Tufted 13, 26, 33, 51, 89, 112, 121, 142 

Titterington, Dave 27 

Toll, Jerry 5, 23, 27, 40, 64, 79, 125, 131 

Towhee, 

Canyon 63, 138 

Eastern 15, 34, 55, 91-92, 98, 123, 145 
Eastern x Spotted 73 
Green-tailed 55,92, 111, 123 
Spotted 15, 34, 55, 73, 91, 92, 98, 123, 145, 168 
Toxostoma curvirostre curvirostre 62 
Turkey, Wild 8, 24, 31, 43, 70, 81, 96, 97, 114, 
134, 154, 165 

Turnstone, Ruddy 46, 70, 117 
Tweedy, Ken 27 

U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service 148-152 
Urwiller, Mark 27 
Usasz, Moni 40, 79, 131 
Uttecht, Jan 27 

Vannier, 

Joyce 27 
Lyle 27 

Veery 52,72, 121, 143 
Vifquin, Jeff 23 
Vireo, 

Bell's 50,71,89,96,97. 120, 141 
Black-capped 59,68, 112, 120 
Blue-headed 50, 97, 110, 120, 141, 167 
Cassin’s 62,68, 110, 111, 120, 141 
Philadelphia 50, 120, 141 
Plumbeous 50, 71, 89, 110, 120, 141 
Red-eyed 50, 72, 89, 97, 120, 141 
Solitary 110 

Warbling 50, 72, 89, 97, 103, 120, 141 
eastern subspecies 141 
western subspecies 141 
White-eyed 68, 120 
Yellow-throated 50, 89, 120, 130, 141 
Volden, Eric 27, 40 
Vulture, 

Black 67, 115 

Turkey 44, 69, 82, 97, 100, 115, 135, 166 

Wachiska Audubon Society 94 
Wachtel, Vem 23 
Wade, Edge 131 
Walgren, 

Bruce 5, 27, 39, 64, 79 
Donna 27,40, 64, 79 
Walker, T. J. 5, 23, 41, 64, 78, 80, 132 
Warbler, 

Bay-breasted 54, 69, 72, 123, 144 
Black-and-white 54, 72, 91, 98, 123, 144 
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Warbler, continued 

Blackburnian 53, 122, 144 
Blackpoll 54, 98, 123 

Black-throated Blue 38, 53, 111, 122, 130. 144 
Black-throated Gray 68, 109, 122 
Black-throated Green 38, 53, 69, 72, 122, 144 
Blue-winged 38, 53, 69, 72, 111, 122 
Canada 55, 123, 144 
Cape May 38, 53,62,68, 122 ' 

Cerulean 54, 91, 123 
Chestnut-sided 53, 122, 144 
Connecticut 54, 123, 144 
Golden-winged 53, 122 
Hermit 68, 109, 122 
Hooded 38,54,62,91. Ill, 123 
Kentucky 38, 54, 69, 72, 91, 123, 144 
MacGillivray’s 54, 123, 144 
Magnolia 53,97, 122, 144 
Mourning 38, 54, 123, 144 
Nashville 53,97, 122, 143, 168 
Orange-crowned 53, 72, 97, 122, 143, 168 
Palm 54, 69, 72, 97, 123 
Pine 60, 62, 68, 123 
Prairie 68, 111, 123 
Prothonotary 54,91, 123, 144 
Swainson’s 68. 123 
Tennessee 53, 72,91, 97, 122, 143 
Townsend's 111,122,144 
Virginia’s 68, 111, 122 
Wilson’s 55, 72, 79, 91, 123, 144, 168 
Worm-eating 54, 68, 123 
Yellow 53. 72, 91, 97, 102, 122, 144 
Yellow-rumped 4, 15, 34, 53, 72, 91, 95, 97, 
122, 144, 168 
Audubon’s 53, 144 
Myrtle 53, 144 

Yellow-throated 53,91, 123, 144 
Waterthrush, 

Louisiana 54,91,98, 123, 144 
Northern 54, 72, 98, 123, 144 
Waxwing, 

Bohemian 68, 122, 143 

Cedar 15, 34. 53, 72, 91, 97, 122, 143, 158, 

167 

West Nile Virus 13,25,38,51,89,136 
Whimbrel 46, 70, 111, 116 
Whip-poor-will 48, 61, 87, 119, 139 
Whistling-Duck, Black-bellied 66, 113 
Whitten, Emogene 23 
Wickersham, Larry 83 
Wiebe, Bruce 23 
Wigeon, 

American 6, 24,29,41, 69, 80, 97, 113, 132, 
165 

Eurasian 41, 66, 113 
Wilber, Anne 39 
Wiley. Haven 108 
Willet 45, 70,97, 116, 137 
Williams, 

Pat 27 

Randall D. 23 
Wilson, Gabe 83, 86 


Winfrey, 

J. Harley 5,27, 153 
Sarah 27, 153 
Wingfield, G. A. 152 
Witter, Chuck 27 
Wolff, 

Brant 23 
Duane 27 
Wood, 

Christopher 64 
Frank 23 

Gertrude 23,27, 131 

Woodcock, American 47, 85, 97, 117, 138 
Woodpecker, 

Acorn 68, 119 

American Three-toed 59, 68, 110, 119 
Downy 12, 24, 32, 49, 71, 87, 97, 119, 155, 167 
Eurasian Three-toed 59, 110 
Hairy 12, 25, 33, 49, 71, 88, 97, 119, 155, 167 
Lewis’s 99, 101, 112, 119, 139, 155 
Pileated 12,49,68,88, 111, 119, 139, 155 
Red-bellied 12, 32, 49, 71. 87, 97, 119, 140, 

155, 158 

Red-headed 12, 25, 32, 49, 71, 87, 96, 97, 

103, 119, 140, 155 
Wood-Pewee, 

Eastern 49,71,88,96,97,119,140 
Western 49,88,99, 101, 119, 140, 155 
Wren, 

Bewick’s 68, 121 
Canyon 68, 121 

Carolina 4, 14, 33, 51, 90, 97, 121, 142 
House 51, 72, 90, 97, 103, 121, 142, 153, 157. 
167 

Marsh 14,33,51,72,90,97, 102, 121, 142, 157 
Rock 4. 14, 26, 33, 51, 72, 90, 102, 121, 142, 
157 

Sedge 51,90,97, 121, 142 
Winter 14,33,51, 121, 142 
Wri^LRick 159-164 
Wylie, Bonnie 27 

Yager, Mike 64 
Yellowlegs, 

Greater 45, 70, 84, 97, 116, 137, 166 
Lesser 45, 70, 84, 97, 116, 137, 166 
Yellowthroat, Common 54, 72, 91, 98, 123, 144, 
168 

Yi, Chunhui 27 

Zonotrichia leucophrys 
leucophrys 56 
oriantha 56 
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